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Wil not troable thee with Apolegi tes, wg : 
this part of my Obſervations on the B. 5 
- Bangor's Ser Ned comè fo late into the W 27d. 
17 they are True and Pertinent, they” ta 
never be too late, and if” they are not, they Mos! 


| bave been too early, tho they had been Tall, a 


the Week after that Sermon was Preached. This 


An Objection which may become 4 Bookſelter, nbo 


8 reſpecꝭs only his private Gain, but caunot-i»flueyte 
. 4: judicious Reader, who is onh concern for the 


N Inveſtigation of riereat Truth. In order 10 which, 


I would adviſe thee, before thou readeſt* the Fer. 
mon, to conſider whether tho tanſt find the Texr, 
in any part of thy Bible, which affirms,” That 
. Chriſt's Kingdom 7s a Earth, and that the 
T mixed multitude of Believers, (Good and bad to- 
|. gether) are Chrilt's proper Kingdom, Chriſt 
1 in the Biſhop's Text, ſays his Kingdom is not 


ö A * of this World, and yet thon wilt find the Biſhdp 


'Y . aſcribing all thoſe e to Chriſt's Kink 
dom pon Earth, which belong to his Kingdom 
which is in Heaven; to prevent therefore fatal 
. which have arofe from * ambiguity of 


the 


The PREFACE. 
the Word Kingdom, conſult impartially thy 
Bible, and tboa wilt find, that Chriſt's King. 
om in its moſt uſual and proper ſenſe, is 
talen for the State of the Bleſſed in Heaven, 
and that it never ſigniſies the State of bis Charch 
apor Earth, where Sin, Death, and Satan, the 
Prince of this World Rajes and Goverxs with him, 
but that ſome Marks and Signs are added to it, 
70 ſbyw jt is no more than 4 figurative Appella- | 
tion. I» Mat. 2. 3. v. we read St, John the 
5 7 came preaching in the Wilderneſs, and 
ing: the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, 
or as it might be render d from the Original, il 
approaching to. you, it is abſur' d ta joy, that. 
Ehrif's C urch militant upon Earth, was then 
approaching to them, but it was proper 1a ſay, the 
manifeſtation of 4 Near, of 1.ight and Glory. 
wes then at Hand, ta be made by him who was. 
Phe real Ning and Proprietor of Heaven, Mat, 
4. 23. Chriſt #s ſeid to come teaching the Goſpel, 
(or glad Tidings) of the Kingdom---- that is not . | 
of Chriſt's Church, which was 19 meet with Tri= 1 
bulation, but of the Joys of Heaven, which our Sa. 
wiour was then opening to all true Beljevers. Mat. 
J. 3- Chriſt ſays, Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit. 
jor theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven i. e. 
the Joys 7 the Bleſſed in Heaven, and not the 


. 


bare privileges of the viſible Church, in the | 
miaſt of which many Thoaſands Periſh. Mat. = 
6 33- Chriſt ſays, ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of | 

God, cc. and all theſe things ſhall be added 


- 


ro you, that i, firſt ſecure ta Joar ſelves the jal= 
vation of your Souls, and then no Earthly neceſſas 
3 | . | p ry | 


The PREFACE. 
ry ſhall be wanting to your Bodies. We read Mat. 
7. 21. not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, 
Hall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
he that doth the Will of my Father which 
is in Heaven, thoſe who cry'd Lord; Lord, zo 
doubt were Subjects of what the Biſhop calls 
Chriſt's Church apo» Harth, but never were to 
enter into his proper Kingdom of Heaven. Mat. 
8. 11. 12, Many ſhall come from the Eaſt and 
the Welt, and ſhall ſet down with Abraham, 
Jaz, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
bur the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt. 
out that is, converted and believing Pag ans, 
 ſball enter into Chriſt's Kingdom whilſt the Jews 
who were the proper Subjects of God's Kingdom o 
Earth, ſboeld be caſt into everlaſting Darkneſs, 
Mat. 12. 28. Chriſt ſays to the Phariſees- If I by 
the Spirit of God caſt out Devils, then the Xing 


.. dom of God is come unto you, this cannot ble 
Piaraphrasd in ſaying then my Church wilitant ap- 
o Earth, is came unto you, for it does nut appear 


that Chriſt. at that time had any viſibie Church 
9 preſent with him but the Senſe is:--» then it 
t qrparent, that I the King of Heaven, who alone 
|. can beſtom eternal Happineſs, am here preſent with 
Jog. Mat. 13. 19. when any one heareth the 
Word of the Kingdom, and underſtandeth it 
| nor, then cometh the Wicked one, and taketh . 
tit from him, Cc. I preſume the Biſhop would 
| mot hape this Paraphras'd by rendring it---- If any 
one heareth the Mord of the Church which is 
Chriſt's Kingdom «poz Earth, (for that would 
ſmell as ſtrong of Pojery, as Mon, Pillionniere, 
: WY . nm enn 


Te PREFACE. 


But F ani one hear the Word of God, directing 
him in the: way to the Kingdom of Chriſt 22 
Heaven. By this time I hope thou willt be ſa- 
tig yd, in what i the Scriptural Notion of 
Chriit's Kingdom, aud apor further ſearch thou 
wilt. find, that the mixed Multitade of Believers 
on Earth, ms not call d the Kingdom of God, 
the Kingd 
of Heaven, without ſome evident mark of 4 
Figurative Expreſſion, and that after Chriſt's 
 aſcenſiom into Heaven, they were allways cal 
Bis Church, and not his Kingdom, Church be- 
ing their proper, Kingdom, at moſt their Figu- 
rative Appellation, I know it has been the Opi- 
nion of ſame very learned and pious Men (ſee Dr. 
Foster of Church Government, p. roth.) that 
the Kingdom of God, of Chriſt, and of Heaven, 
ire euen where. Expreſſions of the ſame Senſe, 
with the Church of God, of Chriſt, and of Hea- 
ven, which. 1 fear they will find 4 difficalt matter 
to prove, tho it may. be true in 4 Figurative 
Senſe, ad is ſpoken with no ill intent by that 
worthy and Primitive Biſhop of Oxford, none 
of. the.moderns having wrote in my Opinion better 
of the Extent, of Church Government, than him- 
ſelf.” Mat: 13 where the term Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is moſt frequently uſed, it will be found to de- 
note either the whole manifeſtation of the Goſpel, 
tas Dr. Hammond well interprets it) or ſome e- 
minent part of it, the mixture of good and bad, is 
likenedto's Man ſowing Wheat, and reaps Taxes 
with it, The pancity of u firſt Teachers to a Grain 


N 
A 


of. Muſtard ſeed, {ts eſſicac on our hearts to 4 


om of Chriſt, or the Kingdom 


lump — 


10 * of Leaven, Its extellence to 4 7. reaſure hid 
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The PREFACE. 


in 4 Tiela, &c. But if in all theſe, and the like 
Places, we ſhould render the Words Kingdom of 
Heaven, by the Church of Chriſt, we ſhould 
turn a great part of the Goſpel, into Banter and 
Ridicule. I know 1 Col. 13 the Apoſtle exhorts 


them to give Thanks to God, for delivering them 
from the Power of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of 
His dear Son. But ſee no Neceſſity why the King- 
dom of God's Son, ſhould ſegniſ his Church up- 
on Earth, whey in the 12th Verſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
 expreſly, of the inheritance of Saints in Light, 


which w certainly Chriſt's Kingdom in Heaven, 
the like may be ſaid of 1 Thel. 2. 12. where they 
are exhoried to walk worthy of God, who had called 


them into his Kingdom 422d Glory--- It i in- 
geed an Honour 70 bel admitted 4 Member into 
Chriſt's Church upon Earth, but Glory is pro» 
per to his Kingdom in Heaven. I agree with 
that admirable Prelate, that Melchiſedeck, 


David, aud Solomon, were Types of the Meſſiah, 
and that the Prophets foretold, that their Meſſiah 
ſhould be a Ring; but I do not find Chriſt oma d 


| himſelf to be in his proper Kingdom till he was in 


4 glorify'd State- -- and therefore promis'd the 


Diſciples, they ſhould ſee the Ringdom of God, at 


bu Transfiguration, which implies they had not be- 


fore ſeen it. And I know the Prophet Daniel fore- 
Fold, that the Kingdom of the Meſſiah ſhould be 


an everlaſting Kingdom, Daz. 7. 27. but that can 
potagree to Chriſt's Church upon Earth, ſince 
the Earth itſelf is not of an everlaſting Nature. 
Chrilt as God, is King of the whole World, but 

* . the 


f The PREFACE 
| the whole World is not bis Church, for then, Turks, 
Jews, and Infidels, would be as mach Chriſtians 
4s our ſelves. I acknowledge that all who are ad- 
mitted into Chriſt's Church, ought to be obedi- 
ent Subjects to their Lord and Maſter, but I ſee 
with Grief, that he is obeyed but imperfetly by the 
beſt of Subjects, his Commands totally rejected by 
others, Some deny his Divinity, Others Queſtion 
his Miſſion, Moſt believe and Act as beſt pleaſes 
themſelves, ſo that Chriſt can no more be juid to 
Reign upon Earth, than K. Charles I. could be ſaid 
to Reign at Edge Hill, amidſt 4 Rebellious Army. 
Bat the Biſhop of Bangor deſigning the pro- 
motion of a Political Union of Chriſtians of all 
Perſuaſions, could not effect that grand Delign, 
without aſſigning to Chriſt ſach 4 proper Kings 1 
dom upon Earth, 4 ſboald 1ſt. exempt his Subs |. 
jects from all other Leg iſlation, 2dly. ſecure them 
from all Eccleſiaſtical Cenſares, 3dly. free them 
from all ſubmiſſion to Civil Conſtuutions, &c. 
in al things belonging to Conſcience and eternal 
Salvation And his Sermon being made, non ad 
Populum, fed ad Aulam, or to the People, but 
the Court, his chief Buſineſs was to perſuade thoſe 
of the Legilature, that they were bound to revoke 
all Acts of Parliament, made in favour of the 
Church, throw down all Eccleſiajtical Conſtitu- 
tions, withdraw all Temporal Encouragements, and 
lay the Eſtabliſh'd Church «por the ſame levell, 
with all Schiſmatical and Heretical Diffenters, to 
perfect the Glory of Chriſt's Kingdom. I give 
thee, Reader, this Key for the undes ſtanding of his 
Sermon, and wiſh thee a hearty Farewel, 


Matthias Earbery- 


, Review of, 67 


I is a ſign the Religion of a Nation is in a very bad 
State, when Presbyters contend with a Biſhop; whether 
the Oppoſition is made by a Single Perſon, or by the Re- 
preſentatives of the whole Order, met in Convocation to- 
gether. When indeed any Diurnal mercenary Scribler of 
the Town, upon the different Views of excluding a Popiſn 


Succeſſor from the Throne, and of giving univerſal Liberty to 


all the different Setts of Chriſtians, of thinking and acting as 
they pleaſe, in all matters relating to eternal Salvation, ad- 
vances ſuch propoſitions as are either diſſonant from the 


Truth, or contradictory to each other, no Man is much di- 


ſturb'd, or concern'd at it, ſince it is no more, than what is to 


be expected from that way of Writing, bur when any thing 
like it is done by a Father of the Church, ſupported by the favour 
of great Men, and renowned for good Senſe and Learning, 


apparent in ſome of his firſt Writings. it raiſes the Paſſions of 


all Men, (as well thoſe who are well affected to our Eccleſia 
ſlical Conſtitutigns, as thoſe who are not,) and puts them into a 
ferious enquiry what it is in that Diſcourſe, which has given 


ſuch great matter of Offence to ſome, and of Foy and Triumph 
to others. „ | 3 

Without therefore making any further Apology for the un- 
dertaking, I ſhall in the firſt place Obſerve, That the Biſpop 


begins his Sermon with a Complaint of the #1! Effects length of 
Time has brought with it, in the alteration of the meaning annex=- 
eil to certain Sounds, This opens a large Room for Satyricat 


Re fte ct ions, rather than for wholſom7e or edifying Initrution. He 


would think himſelf perhaps roughly us'd, if a Man fhould fay 


he obſerved, that the Word Hiſhop, was anciently thought to 
fignity a Perſon, who had ſome Huihoriiy to ati in the Church, as 
| | - 


[2] 
a Vicegerent of Chriſt, and ſent by him to puniſh notorious Offen- 
ders by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; but that amongſt the Moderns, 
it denotes a Man, who has nothing to do in another one's 
Ling dom, Or to oblige the Conſciences of his Flock, with any 
reſti ict ions of natural Liberty, or to Bleſs or Abſolve his Peo- 
ple, any more than his People have to Bleſs and Abſolve him. 
He might obſerve, that the Word Church, did heretofore fig - 
nify, a Sbcieiy of Men believing in Chriſt, and living in due Sub- 
jeſtion to bim, and Officers commiſſion d by bim; but that in mo- 
dern Language it denotes a Rabble of Men, ſaying indeed that they 
believe in Chriſt, but denying all Obedience to thoſe wbo are legally 
Commiſſion d by brim © LS 7 
(p. 2.) He ſays the only cure for this Evil, is to have recourſe to 
the Original. I anſwer if Scripture and Reaſon are Originals, 
I defire to appeal to no other. 3 
(p- 5.) He ſays Religion in St. James's Time was Virtue and In- 
ꝛegrity, as 10 our ſelves, and Charity and Beneficence to others, before 
God, even the Father, James 1. 7. I ſay Religion in St. * * 
Time, ſignify'd a faith fruitful of Good Works, James 3. 18. Sbew 
ne thy Faith by thy Works, and St. Paul who was St. James's 
Cotemporary, teaches us, Rom. 1. 17, that the Fuſt ſhell live by 
bis Faith; now by Faith we Chriſtians are ſaved, 
What ever therefore the Biſhops means by Virtue, Þtegrity, 
Beneficenre, &c. if they do not ariſe from @ belief of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, they are only uſeful and Orna- 
mental to the preſent Life, but not ſufficient Mediums of ob- 
taining Life everlaſting, 2} F 
His Lordſhip adds, That by degrees it is come in moſt of 
© the Countrys throughout the whole World, to fignify the 
© performance of every thing almoft except Virtue and Cha- 
© rity; I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip means that there are penal Laws 
in almoft all Nations, and I ſay there is no great Charzty in 
this Reflect ion, for Chriſtians of all Countrys extol Charity in 
Words, tho* ſome by their Actions deny it. . 
For all Penal Laws in matters of Religion, are not to be 
deemed uncharitable, if they are made only for the Defenſe of 
Truth againſt Error, or of good and pious Men, againft Wick- 
ed and ungodly Sinners, who, for their Pzety and Vertue, endea- 
vour to deſtroy them. They are then no more than ſo man 
_ charitable Gifts, and Alms, beftowed by the Sovereign Powers, 
upon thoſe Subjects, who beft deſerve their Favour, and Pro» 
ret;on; or, rather the due Payments of ſuch Debrs, as All Men, 
(eſpecially thoſe who are in Authoriy) do owe te the Mainte- 
nance of Truth and Juſtice, Bo 


But 


: Th 


But that is not their only fault, for his Z---dſhp complains, 


1 That modern Religion ſignifys a punctual exadneſs in re» 
| £ eard to particular Times, Places, Forms, and Modes diverti- 
- © fy'd according to the various Humours of Men. I anfwer, 
. that I know not where thoſe Chriſtians dwell, who are exactly 


- -— in obſerving the Humours of Men, as the Laws of 
- od. But I know where ſome Chriſt:ans dwell, who think it 
- their indiſpenſible Duty, to be exactly punctual in the obſer- 
v vation of the Times, Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Wor- 
/ ſhip, preſcrib'd by ſufficient Authority of Church or State, be- 
\ | "cauſe they think it is the Vill of Chrift, declared by his Apo- 
) Niles that they ſhould do ſo, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them who have 
: the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, as alſo becauſe they 
| know there can be no publick Worſhip of God, without ſub- 
| mitfion to ſome common Authority, determining the Times, 
3 Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Worſhip, and therefore 
think it part of their obedience to Chriſt, to obey humane Au- 
FF rborzty therein, rather than quite to aboliſh thoſe publick 
| dutys, or leave them to the diſcretion of every private Spi- 
"Tit. And I alſo know ſome Chriſtians, with whom Religion ſig- 
nifys an exact and punctual Oppoſition, to whatſoever Times, 
Places, Forms, and Modes of publick Worſhip, are impos'd up- 
on them by any Authority delegated by Chriſt, or his Apoſites, 
being inftrufted (but not by Scripture) that Chriſt is the only 
Tamg i ver of his Church F Hg 
But becauſe his Lordſhips reflection ſeems directed chiefly 
 Againft the firſt Se of Chriſtians, viz. thoſe Conformiſts to 
t ne Orders of the eſtabl;ſh'd Church, who think it their Duty to 
_ obſerve its Rubricks and Canons, as long as they continue in 
its Communion, not for filthy Lucre, but for Conſcience ſake, 1 
ſhall not at all meddle with the Second in this place, I ſhall 
only ſay, it is impoſſible upon this Principle of Oppoſition to 
All humane Authority, to bring our Proteſtant Diſſeniers to 
Conformity, by any alterations of our Canons, Articles, or L:- 
turgies, for the alterations being made by humane Authori- 
ty, will ftill be thought invaſions of the Prerogative of Chriſt, 
the only King and Lamgiver to his People, EE 
But his Lordſhip finds fault with the punctual obſervation 
* of Times, Place, &c. becauſe as he ſays, Men practiſe and 
recommend them under the avowed Name of external Re- 
* ligion, two Words, which (in the Senſe fixed upon them by 
* many Chriftians) God hath put aſunder, and which there- 
F fore no Man ſhould joyn together. I anſwer, who thoſe 
any Chriſtians are, upon _ his Tordſbip here ene, 1 
12 | 0 


1 
do not know, and the reaſon why I do not know, is, becanſs 
his Lordſhip has not vouchſafed to tell me. I know Religion is 

the Love or Fear of God, and that Love and Fear are inwart 

Paſſions of the Mind; But theſe inward Paſſions will naturally 

break forth into ſuitable Act ions, and in ſome Meaſure mani - 

feſt themſelves by certain outward Signs and. Tokens, as well as 
| by a viſible Obedience to all the Commands of their Lord and 

Maſter. And that Tove and Fear of God, in which we place 

the Eſſexce of Religion, neither can, or will be long unactiue, 

but will influence our outward Behaviour, and produce Things 
honeſt in the fight of all Men, Rom. 12. 17. They will diſpoſe, 
and ftir us up to the Vorſbip of God in Body, as well as Spirit, 
and Bodzly Worſhip recommended by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 6. 20. is 
certainly ſomething viſible, or external, performed in certain 
Time, or Place, and under certain Modes, or Circumſtances. 

Nor need we be afraid of calling this External Religion, which 
is a neceſſary Effect of that inward veneration of Mind, which 


is the very Eſſence of all true Devotion. For whenever this 


3s ſtrongly impreſſed upon the Mind, the fignification of it 
will not only appear in all ſolemn Acts of Publick Worſhip, 
but in the Production of all the peaceable Works of Righteouſneſs, 
2s Cbriſt ſays, If ye love me keep my Command ments, and in this 
Senſe, God has ſo join'd Religion and External together, that 
ſeparately they can have no long Exiftence. For Faith 
(ſays St. James, which is the 7znward Perſuaſion of the Mind, 
and the firſt Principle of all Chriſtian Obedience) without Works 


(that is viſible effects) 7s dead being alone, and Works without 


Faith are not available to eternal Salvation. So that he 
who ſeperates all that is External from Religion, deſtroys all 
that is beautiful in the publick Worſhip of God, and all that is 


beneficial to Mankind, in the external operation of Charity, 


the moſt noble of all Cbriſtian Vertues, 1 Cor. 13.13. Was not 
Moſes commanded to put of bis Shoes, in token of the znward 
Worſhip of his Mind, when God ſpake to him out of the Buſh, 
Exodus, 3, 5. and can his Tordſhip ſay, that Moſes wore his 
Shoes on the infide of his Feet? Do we not read of Good 
Men, as Joſbua 5. 14. who fell down and worſhiped, and can we 
think the inward Devotion of their Minds, was at all broken 
or diſordered by the fall? Chriſt tell us a Good Tree will bring 
forth good Fruit, Mat. 7. 17. and an evil Tree, evil Fruit, (i. e. 
Good Paſhons bring forth good Actions, and Evil Paſſions, 
Evil Act ions) and St. John Baptiſt, that every Tree which bring- 
eth not forth good Fruit is hewn down and caſt into the Fire, 
Mat. 3, 10. the Fidden Root does not ſave the Tree, but the 
TEA ee ih | _ Fruzt 
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1 
Fruit which grows upon the external Branches, from being 
thrown into the Fire. St. Paul joyns External and Internal 


Worſhip, very cloſely together, when he bids the Corintbians 


Glorify God in their Body, and their Spirit which are Gods, 1 Cor. 
6. 2 v. and ſo does God when he complains, that the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael drew near to bim with their Lips, when they bad 
removed their Hearts far from bim, If. 29. 13, For his plain 


meaning is, that they ſhould have joyned both together in 
his Service, and therefore I hope his Lordſhip will not call it 


hard uſuage, if a fingle Presbyter ſhou'd humbly requeſt a 
Text of Scripture, whereia God has put External and Religion 
ſo far aſunder, that ao Man myſt preſume to put them together, | 

. (p» 6.) But perhaps his Lordſhip's meaning is, That the 


© obſervation, of Times, Places, Ceremonys, Imaginary Au- 


< fteritys, ſeperated from the inward Devotion of the Mind, 


© cannot be the leaſt part of a Man's Religion. And ſo ſay 


I, if Men obſerve Times as mechanically as a Clock, or 


Places, like a Carryers Pack-Horſe, or Ceremonys, like a young 


Dancing · Maſte r, or an old Courtier, or Imaginary Auſteritys, 


(tho? I thought no Aufteritys. could be Imaginary) like 2 


| MalefaQor, who ſuffers againft his Will for evil doing. But 


if he does it in Obedience to any Lawful Authority of Men which 
Chriſt has left in his Church, all theſe are inftances of his 0be- 
dience to Chrift himſelf as the ſupreme Judge and Lord of all 
Men. And if his LZordſpzp had ſaid as much, there had been 
no - of calling upon him for an explanation of his 
Words 755 = 3 bes 
The next thing his Lordſhip obſerves, is, That. theſe 
© Words, [ The Worſhip of God] was in our Saviors Time, and 


© in his own Words, the Werſhip of the Father in Spirit and 


© Truth, John 4. 23. The hour cometh and now is, when the 
© true Worſhipers ſhall Worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. But (he ſays) the notion is become quite ano- 


| © ther thing, and that in many Chriſtian Countrys that which 


< ftill retains the Name of the Worſhip of God, is indeed the 
© neglef and the diminution of the Father, and the Worſhip 


© of other Beings, beſides, and more than the Father. 


I anſwer that if by other Beings, he means the Son and the 


Holy Ghoſt, no Worſhip paid to them can be a diminution to the 
Morſbip of the Father, becauſe the Glory of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is the very Glory of the Father, communicated to 

the Son, and the Sit, in an ineffable manner, and eternally 


flowing from him. Neither did the Worſhip of God, ſignify 


the 1Worſhip of the Faiker alone in our Saviors time, for Chriſt 


taught 


1 
taught his Diſciples, that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
they bonour the Father, John 3, 23. And it is impoſhble to ho- 
nour the Father alone, hecauſe God could not have been a real 
Father, unleſs he had had a real Son, partaker of the ſame Di- 
vinity with himſelf; and therefore Cbriſt told the Samaritan 
Woman, * 4, 23. when ſhe boaſted their Frrefathers had 


worſhipped God in that Mountain, that they worſhipped they knew _ 
not what, becauſe they adored Him, as the Creator of the Uni- 
_ verſe, and as the Inſpirer of Moſes and the Prophets, but not as 
the real Father of the true -. ; 
I know indeed that the pious and learned Dr. Ham- 
mond, does think that our Savior in theſe Words, ye worſbip ye 
know not what, reprehends the Samaritans, for joyning the 
worſbip of their Idols with the worſhip of the true God, of which 
Folly, they were egregiouſly guilty at their firft Plantation 
in that Country, as is evident from 2 Kings 17, 30. Oc. But 
it does not appear to me, that the Samaritans continued in 
this Idolaty, at the Time of our Saviors appearance in the 
World; but as the Jews were cured of their 1dolatry by the 
Babyloniſb Captiviiy, ſo it is likely the Samaritans, their Neigh- 
bours, had learned from them to abhor ſuch groſs Superſti- 
tions, as their Forefathers had brought with them from diftant 
Nations, and that the 7ers hated them rather as Schiſmaticłs, 
than as Pagans, and Rzvals of themſelves in the Worſhzp of One 
God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, but perhaps under ſuch Cor- 
porea ] Repreſentations, as made them — of worſbiping ibey 
knew not what, for ſo are all thoſe who worſhip any Created Be- 
ing, or who worſhip their Creator under any Corporeal Repre- 
_ ſentation whatever. 5 
_ Certain it is, that the End of our Savior's Diſcourſe with 
the Samaritan Woman, was to declare to her, that he was the 
true Meſſiab, and that the Meſſiah was the Son of God, who 
ſhould be worſhiped from that Time, not only as the Father, 
(in a figurative Senſe of Men and Angels) but as the real Father 
of the true Meſſiab, which could not be unleſs the Son was par- 
taker of rhe ſame Divinity as the Father. The Samaritan 
Woman was ſo well inftrufted in the Scriptures, as to know 
that a Meſſiah was to come, who was to be called Cbriſt, and 
to rell them all Things, v 25, But ſhe knew no more, than the 
vulgar Fews, that this Meſſiah was the only begotten Son of God; 
for as Chrift ſaith, Luk. 10. 22. No Man knoweth who the Son ig, 
but the Father, and who the Father s, but the Son, and he to whom. 
the Son will reveal bim. She was therefore to be inftrufted, 
as our Savior did inſtruct the vulgar Jews, that the Time was 
kai hook : © come, 


— 


— 


8 
come, that the Worſhip of God, as the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, and the God of Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, and Inſpirer of 
Moſes and the Prophets, would not be ſufficient for Salvation, 
unleſs they honoured him in all Places, as the Father of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and Jeſus as the Sen of the Living God, of the ſame 
Creating Subfance with the Father. For to worſhip any cre- 
ated Subftance, is to worſhip we know not what, God having im- 

preſſed upon us an Idea of * but we are ignorant of the 
different degrees of Perfeſtion of our Fellow Creatures, and con- 
ſequently know not how to proportion our Worſhip to thoſe 
different degrees of Perfeſtion in them. The Worſhip therefore 
of the Father cannot be diminiſhed by the worſbip of the Son, and 
the Spirit, but upon Preſumption that the Son, and the Spirit, 
are two created Beings, which I hope is more than his Lordſbip 
will ſay, (or can ſay with bis wonted Sincerity) while he con- 
tinues in our Commu nion. F 
b. 7.) © The Glory therefore given to the Father, the Son, 
* and the Holy Gboſt, cannot I hope be intended to be that 
© Lump of indigeſted Notions and Practices, whereof he com- 
© plains in the 7th Page, which tend to the negle@ and dimi- 
© nution of the honour of the Father, but rather it is the 
worſhip of Saints and Angels in the Church of Rome, which I 
condemn as much as his Lordſhip, and thank him for his inge- 
nious Reprehenſions of it. „„ _ 
The next change of Signification, is in the Word Prayer, 
(which he ſays) © in all our Lord's Directions about it, and 
© particnlarly in that form which he himſelf taught his fol- 
© lowers, was a Calm undifturb'd addreſs to God, under the 
© notion ofa Father expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes, 
© which every ſincere Mind ought to have But the ſame 
£ Word, by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, is 
© come to fignify Heat and Flame, in ſuch a manner, and to 
© ſuch a Degree, that a Man may be in the beſt Diſpoſition in_ 
© the World, and yet not devout enough to Prag=— . 
 Ianſwer if our Savior and his Apofi les had left us few or no 
directions concerning Prayer, Nature alone would have in- 
truſted us, that it implys an intenſe deſire of thoſe things 
which we hope to obtain by our addreſſes to God. And 
as for the Form of Prayer left us by our Lord, there is no more 
in it of Calmneſs or Freedom from perturbation, than there is 
of Heat or Flame, for all forms of Words are capable of neither; 
we muſt our ſelves bring Heat or Calmneſs to our Form, or 
our Forms, tho never ſo perfect, will bring neither of them to 
us, 
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us, whether contrived by Art, or the products of an extem- 
porary effuſion. | . 
The word Calm is oppoſed to Stormy, and does not al- 
ways ſignify (even metaphorically) a freedom from all Paſ- 
ons, but moſt commonly from that of Anger againſt God 
or Man, which is a kind of inward Storm of the Mind, very 
violent in its Motion, and always more inclining to do evil 
than to do good. When Job's Wife was angry at Provz- 
dence, (he was ſo far from being in the beſt Diſpotition in the 
World to pray, that ſhe adviſed her Husband to Curſe God 
and Dye, Job 2. 9. and Anger againſt our Brethren, is ſo de- 
ſtructive to Devotion, that if we are bringing our Gift 10 
the Altar, and find our ſelves in a State of Anger with our 
Brethren, we muſt leave it there till the Mind is calm'd 
by Reconciliation, Matt. 5. 23. and ſo ſays the Apoftle, 
1 Tim. 2. 8. I will therefore that Men pray every where, lifting 
up boly Hands, without Wrath and Doubting., 
Freedom from Anger, is therefore a good diſpoſition of 
the Mind to Prayer, but not freedom from the Heat or Flame of 
Deſire, which is eſſential to every Part of Prayer, and ne- 
ver can be too intenſe, when it is free from Bodily Perturba- 
tion: Wherefore his Lordſhip's Complaint, That Prayer 
was now made to ſignify Heat and Flame, to ſuch a de- 
< gree, that a Man might be in the beſt diſpoſition in the 
© World to Pray, and yet not devout enough for it; gave 
occation to many of the inferior Clergy, to think, that by 
Calmneſs was meant Coldneſs : Whereas the Ideas of Calmneſs 
and Coldneſs are very different. If the Bzſbop's Servant ſhould 
bring him his Tea too hot, he would bid him ftay till it 
was cooler, not till it was more calm and undiſturb'd; ſo 
that if the Biſhop had at firſt explain'd the Senſe of the Word 
Calm, none of us of the inferior Clergy, would have been 
under any dreadful apprehenſions, leaft our Congregations 
ſhould think, that they were then in the beſt diſpoſition in the 
iForld to Pray, when they were leaſt of all inflamed with a 


- Defire of thoſe Graces they pray'd for. Which Miſtake (if i: 


be any) aroſe from his Complaint againſt Heat and Flame, 
recommended in ſome modern Books of Devotion, and therefore 
ſince the Biſhop declares that he ſpake nothing againſt that 
 feruvency or warmth of Mind, (p. 16th of the Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape) as is conſiſtent, with that calmneſs and undiſturbed- 
neſs of the Soul, which is the defence and ornament of Humane 
Underſtanding, and that it was only againſt ſuch Fervency of 
Prayer, as leads Mens Underanding inty a dark Cloud, TI am 

un- 


[9] 
anwilling to charge him with more of the Doftrine of Cold. 
neſs, than he is 4 to own himſelf; only for the In. 
ſtruction of the Ignorant; and to prevent miſtakes, which 
may be founded upon fo great an Authority. I will add, 
That all parts of Prayer, require ſome degrees of Heat, as 
eſſential to them. 5 ä 
PETITION is a warm Deſire of thoſe Spiritual Graces, 
which are neceſſary io Salvation. (Bleſſed are they which bunger 
and thir after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Matt, 5. 6. 
DEPRECATION of Puniſhment is founded upon 
arm Senſe of the Horrors of that place, where the Worm dy- 
eth not, and the Fire it not quenched, 
CONFESSION is no leſs a flagrant Senſe of our 
own Guilt Pr er + IEEE 
PRAISE is the Produft of a Fapturous Admiration of 
Ie Goodneſs and Power of God, © 
THANKSGIVING is a Foyful Comemoration of par- 
Iicular favours conferr'd upon our ſelves, or our near Relations: 
And. Interceſſions for all Men are the effefts of Brotherly Love, 
wheteof, Coldneſs is the very death and burial, The Love 
of many ſhall wax cold, Matt. 24. 12. Fed pe 
PERTURBATION, or as the Biſhop calls it, d/#urb- 
elneſs, is the zrregular Hurry of the Animal Spirits, which is on- 
ly to be found in diſtemper d Bodys, where it often'is the Pa- 
rent of Enthufiaſm, and Enthufiaſm the Parent of new Lights, 
falſe Prophecys, tautological Repetitions, ſuperſtitious Aufte- 
Titys, and indeed any thing, rather than of a reaſonable wor- 
Iſhip of God; and the Cure of this, ſometimes belongs rather 
to the Phyſitian than to the Divine. Freedom from theſe 
bodily Diſorders, may be indeed a preparative diſpoſition 
to Prayer, (tho' not the beſt in the World as he ſays) but 
warmth is ſo univerſally acknowledged by all Chriſtians, as a 
neceſſary Qualification of Devotion, that thoſe who find them- 
ſelves not warmed by the Prayers of the Church, will go to 
ſeparate Meetings to warm themſelves at Diſſenters Fires. 
And David did not think Flame or Fire ſo dangerous to De- 
| otzon, when he ſaid, My beart was hot within me, and I ſpale 
with my Tongue. Lord let me know my end, and the number of 
my Days, that I may apply my beart unto Wiſdom, Pl. 39. v. 3, 4. 
Whatever therefore his Lordſbip's pious intention might be, 
his Words had ſemething in them, like the ſound of the 
Norman Covre-feu bell, which was to admoniſh all Men, to 
put out their Fires, when the Conqueror had left them little 
or nothing to Par. 5 — 
5 1 The 


us, whether contrived by Art, or the products of an extem- 
porary effuſion. 


The word Calm is oppoſed to Stormy, and does not al- 
ways ſignify (even metaphorically) a freedom from all Paſ- 


ons, but moſt commonly from that of Anger againſt God 


or Man, which is a kind of inward Storm of the Mind, very 
violent in its Motion, and always more inclining to do evil 


than to do good. When Job's Wife was angry at Provi- 


dence, (he was ſo far from being in the beſt Diſpoſition in the 
World to pray, that ſhe adviſed her Husband to Curſe God 
and Dye, Job 2. 9. and Anger againſt our Brethren, is ſo de- 
ſtructive to Devotion, that if we are bringing our Gzft 10 


the Altar, and find our ſelves in a State of Anger with our 


Brethren, we muſt leave it there till the Mind is calm'd 
by Reconciliation, Matt. 5. 23. and ſo ſays the Apoſtle, 


1 Tim. 2. 8. I will therefore that Men pray every where, lifting 


up holy Hands, without Wrath and Doubting. 


Freedom from Anger, is therefore a good diſpoſition of : 


the Mind to Prayer, but not freedom from the Heat or Flame of 
| Defire, which is eſſential to every Part of Prayer, and ne- 
ver can be too intenſe, when it is free from Bodily Perturba- 
tion: © Wherefore his Lordſhip's Complaint, That Prayer 


was now made to ſignify Heat and Flame, to ſuch a de- 
_ © gree, that a Man might be in the beft diſpoſition in the 
© World to Pray, and yet not devout enough for it; gave 
occation to many of the inferior Clergy, to think, that by 
Calmneſs was meant Coldneſs : Whereas the Ideas of Calmneſs 


and Coldneſs are very different. If the Bzſhop's Servant ſhould 


bring him his Tea too hot, he would bid him ſtay till it 


was cooler, not till it was more calm and undiſturbd; ſo 


that if the Biſbop had at firſt explain'd the Senſe of the Word 
Calm, none of us of the inferior Clergy, would have been 


under any dreadful apprehenſions, leaft our Congregations 
ſhould think, that they were then in the bet diſpoſition in the 
iFerld to Pray, when they were leaſt of all inflamed with a 
Deſire of thoſe Graces they pray'd for. Which Miſtake (if is 
be any) aroſe from his Complaint againft Beat and Flame, 


recommended in ſome modern Books of Devotion, and therefore 
ſince the Bzjhop declares that he ſpale nothing againſt that 
fervency or warmth of Mind, (p. 1cth of the Anſwer to 


Dr. Save) as is conſiſtent, with ibat calmmeſs and undiſturbed- 


neſs of the Soul, which is the defence and ornament of Humane 


Underſtanding, and that it was only againſt ſuch Feruency of 
Prayer, as leads lens Underſtanding inty a dark Cloud, I am 
os | | un- 
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anwilling to charge him with more of the Doctrine of Cold. 
neſs, than he is pleas'd to own himſelf; only for the In- 
ſtruction of the Ignorant; and to prevent miſtakes, which 
may be founded upon ſo great an Authority. I will add, 
That all parts of Prayer, require ſome degrees of Zeat, as 
eſſential to them. 1 
PETITION is a warm Deſire of thoſe Spiritual Graces, 
which are neceſſary to Salvation. (Bleſſed are they which hunger 
Yard thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Matt, 5. 6. 
DEPRECATION of Puniſhment is founded upon 
warm Senſe of the Horrors of that place, where the Worm dy- 
leib not, and the Fire js not quenched, Wo. 
CONFESSION 15 no lefs a flagrant Senſe of our 
own Guilt. | 5 1 88 Ein 
PRAISE is the Produſt of a rapturous Admiration of 
be Goodneſs and Power of God. FF 
THANKSGIVING is a Joyful Come moration of par- 


zicular favours conferr'd upon our ſelves, or our near Relations: 


And Interceſſions for all Men are the effects of Brotherly Thee, 5 


uhereof, Coldneſs is the very death and burial, The Love 
of many ſhell wax cold, Matt. 24. 12. 
PERTURBATION, or as the Biſhop calls it, diffurb- 
 edneſs, is the zrregular Hurry of the Animal Spirits, which is on- 
ly to be found in diſtemper'd Bodys, where it often is the Pa- 
rent of Enthufiaſm, and Enthufiaſm the Parent of new Lights, 
falſe Prophecys, tautological Repetitions, ſuperſtitious Auſte- 
Titys, and indeed any thing, rather than of a reaſonable wor- 
ſhip of God; and the Cure of this, ſometimes belongs rather 
to the Phyſitian than to the Divine. Freedom from theſe 
bodily Diſorders, may be andeed a preparative diſpoſition 
to Prayer, (tho' not the beſt in the World as he ſays) but 
warmth is ſo univerſally acknowledged by all Chriſtians, as a 
neceſſary Qualification of Devotion, that thoſe who find them- 
ſelves not warmed by the Prayers of the Church, will go to 
ſeparate Meetings to warm themſelves at Diſſenters Fires. 
And David did not think Flame or Fire ſo dangerous to De- 
tion, when he ſaid, My heart was hot within me, and I ſpal- 
with my Tongue. Lord let me know my end, and the number of 
my Days, that I may apply my heart unto Wiſdom, Pl. 39. v. 3,4. 
Whatever therefore his Lordſhip's pious intention might be, 
his Words had ſemething in them, like the ſound of the 
Norman Covre-feu bell, which was to admoniſh all Men, to 
put out their Fires, when the Conqueror had left them little 
Jr nothing to Para. — nap 
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explanation: Let us proceed to the Biſhop's Notions of the 


| C 10 J 5 
< The laſt change of Names the Biſhop obſerves, is that of K 
© the Love of God, which at firſt ſignified the keeping his 


© Commandments, or doing his Will, Fobz 14, 15, 21, 23, &c. 
© but row is come by Degrees, to denote a violent Paſhon, 
Commotion, and Exſtacy——-" I anſwer, that I have no- 
thing to do with violent Paſſions, Commotions or Extacys, bu 
I fay, no Man can keep all the Commands of God, if he 
does not keep the firſt and greateſt of all, viz. (Mat. 22, 37. 
_ #bou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with all thy Soul, with all th 
Heart, and with all thy Mind, (St, Luke adds, with al} thy 
Strengib) and Love has always ſome degrees of warmth in- 
ſeparable from it. And we of the inferior Clergy with Grie 
_ obſerve, that in moſt Men the Love of the World ſo far pre- 
vails, that the Love of God is rather in too low, than too 
high a degree of Fervos, and therefore cautions againſt vio- 
Jent Paſſions, Commotion and Extacy, are as unneceffary, anc 

as cruel too, as Prohibitions from the uſe of the Fire, in the 
coldeſt Seaſon of the Lear. 1 
But taking our leave of every thing, which can admit o 
a candid interpretation, or is capable of being excus'd bi 


Chriftian Church. He ſays (p. to.) © That the Church 
is the Kingdom of Chriſt, and that if (p. 11.) we ſincerely 
examine our notions of Chriſt's Church, by what he ſaith 
© of his Kingdom, that it is not of this World, we ſhall ex 
© clude out of it, every thing which he would have excluded, 
© and then what remains will be True, Pure, and Un - 
r 3 = 
And indeed his Lordſhip does deduce all thoſe dofrines, 
which bave given the greateft offence from ths ſuppoſition, 
that all the Societies of Believers upon Earth, are that King- 
dom of Chriſt, of which Chrift ſays, bat it is not of this World, 
in the Words of this Text, whereas the Society of Believers 
 whilit they remained upon Earth, never were in this Text 
or any other, call'd the Kingdom or Mdnarchy of Chriſt. 
His Lordſhip therefore ſeems to me to be miſtaken, when 
he preſumes the Kingdom of Chriſt, ſignifys in this Text, that 
number of Believers which is militant here upon Earth, for it is 
ſpoken of the Believers already in the Heavens, over and a- 
mongſt whom he muſt reign, till he bath put all Enemys under 
bis feet, and the laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death. 1. Cor. 
15, 25. For this Kingdom we are taught to pray, (thy King- 
dom come) not as for a thing preſent, but to come hereafter, 
and the Thief upon the Croſs begged for admiſſion into 207 
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i * ingdom. Tord remember me mhen thou comeſt into thy 


Kingdom, and the Joys of bis Kingdom, are promis'd to good 
Men in a future State fear not little flock it is your Fathers 
Will to give you @ Kingdom; Luke 12, 32. and in this Kingdom 
Chrift reigns in inviſible Glory, and all things are obedi- 
ent to his Command, whence we are taught to pray—— Thy 
Will be done upon Eurth as it it Heaven. Our Savior might 
well call this bis K:ngdem, as purchas'd with his Blood, and 
ſay, with Truth, it was not of this World, becauſe Fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, neither doth Corruption inberit 
Incorruption, 1 Cor. 15, 50. His Subjects are to be ſeparated 
from the Body, before they can enter into this Spiritual 
Kingdom, and conſequently render'd incapable of being the 
Subjects of any earthly Kingdom, before they can be the 
Subjects of this heavenly Monarchy, where God ſhall be all in 
r . . 
And that our Savior ſpeaks of this Kingdom only, is pla in 
from the occaſion upon which he ſpoke the Words themſelves, 
and Pilates Anſwer. As for the Occaſion, Chriſt was brought 
before Plate by the Jews, as an Enemy to Ceſar. The ground 
of this accuſation was, That he had either own'd himſelt 
to be @ King, or ſuffer'd his Diſciples to give him that ho- 
nourable appellation. Chriſt denys not his being a Kzng, 
but ſays his Kingdom was not of this World, EK TOUTOU 
TOU KOSMOU, . e. his Subjects were not to conſiſt of 
mortal Men, but of immortal Spirits in another State, unit- 
ed to glorify'd Bodies. This : Anſwer was fatisfaftory to 


| Pilate, who did not care who rul'd the dead (whether Minos, 


Radamambus or Jeſus) provided Cæſar his Maſter had an 
entire Empire over the Living. But it was not ſatisfaQo- 
ry to the Jews, who were better inſtructed in the doctrine 
of the Reſurrect ion, than their Pagan Governor, and would 


not allow any to Reign over the Dead, whom they reput- 


ed an Enemy to the Law of Moſes. 5 
Neither do the Wos themſelves imply, that the Body of 


| Pelievers in this World, (call'd the Church militant ) are 
tbat Kingdom which Chrift at his Tryal challenged to him- 


ſelf . For that Body of Men were not of this World, which 
Chriſt challeng'd as his own Kingdom, but Believers are of 


this World whilſt they remain in the Land of the Living, 
and are Subject to the Kings of this World, in things re- 


lating to the Body, as they are in all things relating im- 
mediately to the Soul, to Chriſt only, or thoſe who are au- 
thoriz'd by him. And this Body does not conſiſt only of good 


L 12 } 

Men, but is like 4 Net caſt into the Sea, which encloſeth Fiſhes good 
and bad, neither can Chriſt be their ſole Lamgiver, begauſe 
himſelf has commanded them to give unto Czſar the things 
that are Cæſars, and to give unto God, the things which are Gods, 
Mat. 22. '21, And therefore the Kingdom which Chriſt 
challenges in the Text, is not the Spiritual Government of 
Believers upon Earth, But that which ſucceeds his coming 
with great Majeſty, and Glory, attended by all his holy 

Angels in the higheſt Heavens. as 
And the Image of a Kingdom, under which the Biſbop ſays 
Chriſt repreſents his Church upon Earth, is the Image in 
reality of that Church which is triumphant in the higheſt 
Heaven, as I ſhall ſhew from the other Images, under which 
the State of the Church upon Earth is repreſented, in its 
Wberefore his Lordſlips firſt inference, © As that the | 
© Church of Chrift is the Kingdom of Chriſt, and that it is 
_ imply'd, that be is himſelf the ſole Lamgiver to bis SubjeRs, | 
and bimſelf the ſole Judge of their behaviour in Affairs of Con- 
ſeience eternal Salvation, is not logical, nor agreeable to 
ſound truth. Chriſt as the Son of the living God, is the ſu- 
preme Lawgiver of the whole Univerſe, dut not the ſole 
Lawgiver, for which his Lordſhip does ſo earneſtly contend. | 
For the very Words of the Text are a perfect Renuncia- 

tion of all his claim to ſecular Government, n Kingdom is 
not of ibis World; and I ſhall prove from Scripture, that other 
Perſons are by his own Authority commiſſion'd to give Laws 
to his Church not oppoſite to his own, and therefore Chriſt | 
alone is not properly ſaid to be the ſole, but the ſupreme 
Lawgiver and Judge in it. 55 —— 
If Cbriſt's Kingdom was of this World, all Government 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil would ceaſe in it, as it will do 
at his ſecond Appearance to judgment; when he ſhall put 
down all Authority under his Feet; but his Renunciation | 
of ſecular Government in this very Text, gives all the | 
right to Princes, which they had before his Appearance, 
and his donation of Spiritual Powers to his Minifters, 
gives them all the ſpiritual Juriſdiftion, which they can 
juſtly claim in the Church of God. For Societies lounded 
upon divine Revelation, as Chriſt's is, can have no other | 
Priviledges, than what Revelation alone beftows upon them. 


If the Church upon Earth is under the form of a monarchi- 
cal Government, wherein Chrift is the ſole Lamgiver, and ile 
ſole Judge of his Subjects Behaviour, in the Affairs of Conſcience || 
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end eternal Salvation, it muſt be ſo by fome divine RevelaZ 

tion, either contain'd in the Text, or expreſs'd in other 
laces of Scripture. But as no ſuch thing can be deduc'd 
om the Text, which ſpeaks of Chriftians in another State, 

ſo neither is it deducible from any of thoſe Images, under 

which the State of the Church upon Earth is repreſented 


by Chrift himſelf, in thoſe Parables he ſpake to his Diſci- 


ples of it. 3 | ad? 

The more abſolute the Power of Chriſt is, (henceforth all 
Power is given to me in Heaven and in Earth, Mat. 28. 18) 
the more fully might any part of it be delegated to infe- 
rior Officers under him, as we ſee Vice-Roys of the moſt ab- 
ſolute Monarchs, do excerciſe the moft of the legiſlative 
Power, in the Province committed to their Charge, and 


the plenitude of Cbriſt's Power is (ſeen, not ſo much in 
being the ſole Lawgiver in bis Kingdom, as in being ſuch a 
| Lawgiver, as could transfer whatever part of the legiſla- 


tive Power he pleaſed to Officers under him, as alſo that 


be could, if he had pleaſed, have left the external Govern- 


ment of his Church (the internal is only ſubje& to him- 
ſelf) under whatſoever Form had ſeemed beft to his own 
This Power of Chriſt is acknowledg'd by all Chriſtians 
the Papiſts ſay he left the external Government of the 
faithful under @ monarchical Form, to which the Biſhops of 
Rome are the Succeſſors; if this be true, Chrift's Kzngdom 
upon Earth is at an end, for the Succeſſor in abſolute Go» 


vernments, is allways Mafter of the Laws of his Prede- 
ceſſor. | 


The High Churchmen ſay, that he left it under an Ariſto- 
cratical Form of Government, and that the College of Bi- 
ſhops as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, are that Ariſtocracy, to which 


the external Government of the Church is bequeathed. 


If this is true, then the Biſhops under Chrift are Legiſla- 


tors in matters relating to the external Government of the 
Church, and Judges of the ontward Behaviour of the re- 
ſpedtive Members, to puniſh the diſorderly with Cenſures, 
and receive the penitent after Confeſſioa and Amends 
ment; and then Chriſt is ut the ſole, but the ſupreme Law- 


giver in his Church, and the ſupreme Judge at the laſt Day, 


as ke alone who can actually confer eternal Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and to whom all inferior Lawgivers, and 


Vicegerents, muſt give an account of the Laws they made 


in his Government, and their execution of them, whether 
any Appeals are made or no 1 


3 r 

The Presbyterians ſay he left it under a kind of Policrati- 
cal Form, and that every Miniſter of a Congregation has a 
Power of Ordaining another Miniſter, and of governing the 
Church by fingle Authority, or Synodical Powers, and then 
the Church of Chrift is like a Building, wherein the whole 
Front is cut out into Doors and Windows, ſo that any Man 
may enter iuto holy Orders, where the Doors are at the 
Command of ſo many Porters: Or it is like a mix d Mon- 
arcky, where the Synod or Parliament, give a very great 
Check to the Powers of their King, and ſometimes affume 
all Power to themſelves : 
The Independents ſay, that it was left by Chriſt to the Laity 

of every particular Congregation, who are impower'd by 
Chriſt, to chooſe their own Paſtors, and to Govern them af- 
ter they are choſen, and admit whom they think fit into 
Church Member-ſhip, and exclude others from it, tho' they 
are Baptiz'd Chriftians. If this be true, the Clergy, not- 
withſtanding the -honourable Appellations given them in 
Scripture, of Overſeers, Elders, Rulers, Ambaſſadors of God, 
Co- workers with him, &c. are the only Subjects, or rather 
Slaves of this Spiritual Kingdom, and the Layity all Kings 

and Princes init, * 
The Non-jurors ſay, (but not all) That the Church is 
left by Chrift ſo independent upon the State, that no Act of 


Parliament (notwithſtanding the mixture of Spiritual Au- 


thority in the Houſe of Lords, and the ſubſequent Suhmiſ- 
ſion of the two Houſes of Convocation) can have Autboriiy 
to depoſe any Biſbop or Presbyter in it. And if this is true, 
then a great deal of what his Lordſhip has ſaid, or has been 

laid to his Charge as ſaid by him is true alſo, for it is his 
repeated Doctrine, That Earthly Powers bave nothing to do in 
Chrifts Kingdom. V 1 
Al theſe allow Chriſt to be the Supreme Fountain of all Spi- 
ritual Authority; And yet they make Laws, orda in Officers, 
exclude Non-couformiſts from Communion, cenſure noto- 

rious Offenders, &c. which ſhews that they make a great 

difference, between Chriſt's being the ſupreme, and the ſole 
Lawgiver to his Church upon Earth. EE 
Nor would any Man upon Earth, have ſuſpected that the 
 Riſbop by thoſe Words of Chriſt's being ſole Lamgiver, had 
the leaft intention of making it Criminal in any Chriftian 
Kings or Biſhops, to enact Laws in the Affairs of Conſcience and 
Eternal Salvation, (ſince they are Words capable of ſo large 
an extention, that things in themſelves indifferent, my ac- 
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cidentally be reduced to them) unleſs he had repeated them 
ſo frequently in his Sermon, that no Man can think it was 
done by chance, and unleſs they had been agreeable to the 
grand Deſign of the Sermon, which was to free Chriſtians, 
of all Denominations, from Sacramental Teſts, or other diſ- 
couragements from ſecular or eccleſiaſtical Laus; by aſſert- 
ing that Chrift was the Pow Law-giver to by Church, and 0 
one in the Affairs of Conſcience, or Religion of his People, could 
exert any Legiſlative Power therein, without invading the Rights 
x RAS. ans 
For if this Argument had been levelled only againſt the 
Papiſts Claim of Infallibiliiy in Popes or Councils, That had 
been only a ſingle Point of Conſcience, and but one Affair (as 
he calls it) of Religion. But if Chriſt is the Sole Lam-gzver 
in the Affairs of Conſcience, and in thoſe Points which con- 
cern the Religion of bis People, p. 10. then it follows, that (I ſpeak = 


his own Words) any abſolute vicegerent Autbority, in Religious 7 


Matters, would be the Kingdom of Men, but not of Chriſt, and 
conſequently all human Legiſlation is baniſhed from the 
Church, in the Affairs of Conſcience, or Religion of Chriſt's People. 

And as things agreeable to Reaſon, and not contrary to 
Chriſt's Commands, have been claim'd by all Societies of 
Chriſtians, as the proper maker of humane Laws, and an 
abſolute Authority is due to Governors, over that large 
Kingdom of indifference; (a great, but barren Province, yet 
capable of Improvement by Art and Induftry) here it is all 


taken away, becauſe the moſt indifferent Matters, become to 


weak Brethren, Matters of Religion, Salvation, and Con{ci- 
ence, and therefore no Man can pretend to be a Law-grver 
in them, in a Kingdom which is not his own, or, (p. 14th ) 
add any new Santtions, to Laws already SanQtioned by Chriſt 
himſelf. For ſole Legiſlation excludes all inferior and com- 
miſhoned Legiſlation.” _ | 5 
And whether the Biſbop deſign'd to overthrow all commiſ- 
ſioned or delegated Powers of Legiſlation, or no, we of the 
inferior Clergy do find, that our Proteſtant Diſſentors do un- 
derſtand his Lordſhip in that Senſe, (neither can the Words 
Abſolute, and Indiſpenſible, printed in great Letters, in his 


Anſwer to Dr. Snape, be ſufficient to Cure them of that Er- 


ror) and that this Miſtake (if it be one) hardens them in 
their Obftinacy againſt all the Ecclefiaſtical Laws of the 
eftabliſh'd Church, and encourages them to abhor our firſt 
Reformers, as Invaders of Chriſt's Kingdom, and Ulurpers 


of 


8 

of his Royal Crown and Dignity; and as Men who rul'd 
in their own Kingdom, and not Chrift'ss | 

And therefore, without diſtruſting his Lordſhip's Since- 
Tity, in protefting againſt any ſach an Interpretation of his- 
Words, I hope it will not be thought a Reflection upon that 
great Man, to ſay, for the better information of our ow 
People, and Proteſtant Diſſenters, Firſt, That Chriſt is not 
the ſole Lamgiver, and ſole Fudge of his Subjects, fo as to ren- 
der it Criminal in the Magiſtrate to make Laws, or in his 
Subjefs to obey them in all the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal 
Salvation. For the moſt indifferent Actions of humane Life 
determined by no pofitive Law of God, nor any Reaſon 
ariſing from the Nature of the Thing, may become Affairs 
of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, when they are made the 
Laws of a Conſtitution on the one Hand, and on the other, 
ſcrupled as impious Impoſitions upon the Conſciences of 


Men, and by theſe means, the Magiſtrate might looſe the 


Whole 7 of Indifference; which God from the begin - 
ning has aſfign'd unto him 5 
I 2 Ma are indeed ſhould make « Law, That evey Man 


ſhonld be Sav'd or Damn'd, who ſhould not obey 27, it would 


feem obligatory to none but thoſe Fools; who can imagine 
that Eternal Salvation and Damnation, are at the diſpoſal 
of a mortal Man. Every Man would then perceive that 
the Civil Magiſtrate was out of the Bounds of his own King- 
dom, and making an Invaſion upon the Kingdom of Chriſt, to 
whom the Sole Power is given, of diſpoſing of our future 
State. But if the ſupreme = 4p: ſhould make @ Law, 
that whoſoever ſhould not worthip God after ſuch, or ſuch 
Manner, ſhould be deprived of all publick Offices of Truſt and 
Profit in the State, and 40 FecleſuaRtical Dignities and Prefer- 
nents in the Church, and rendred uncapable of holding 
either for the future, until he ſhould become Conformable 
to the Publick Worſhip, as by Law eftabliſhed, it is plain he 
would be ſtill within the Bounds of his own Province, be- 
cauſe Life and Death are in his Power, and conſequently 
all lefſer Sanctions, and he is accountable only to God, for 
the abuſe of that Power, in encouraging the wicked, or de- 
ſtroying the Juſt, F 
In the like manner it would be ridiculous in the Ma-. 
giſtrate to make a Law, that all Men ſhould have charitable, 
pious, and humble Thoughts, for all know the Government 
of the Mind belongs only to God who knows it, and who 
alone can propoſe ſuch Spiritual Sanctions to his Laws, as 
give 


* 


per in it. See Serm. p. 11 
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give a check to our Thoughts, when they run away from 
that Subjection, which they owe to their great Creator, In 
ſhort, to take from the Magiſtrate all Legiſlation, in Affairs 
of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, is the ſame thing as to take 
rom him all manner of Legiſlation whatſoever, in every | 
thing which his Subjects eſteem to be ſo, 

For ſuppoſe a Subject of Chriſt, (that is, according to the 
Biſhop's Scheme, one who believes in him, whether he be bap- 


| tized into that Fazth, or no)ſhould be perſuaded in his Con- 
ſcience, That all Civil Magiſtraq is unlawful in a Chriſtian Coun- 


try, and that to pay any Submiſſion to it is a damnable Sin, 


becauſe Chriſt has told his Diſciples, they have but one Maſter, 
' that is Chriſt ; The Magiſtrate, who is ſuppoſed to be a Sub- 


je of Chriſt, can have no Autboritiy from Chriſt, to puniſh his 


Fellow- Subject, becauſe he has an equal Right with the Magi- 


ſtrate to judge for himſelf in Matters upon which he judgeth 
his eternal Salvation depends; and in Chriſt's Kingdom, none 
muft make Laws or put them in Execution, becaule Chrift is 
the ſole King and Legiſlator in it. VV 

To ſay this is no Matter of Conſcience, nor Affair of eternal 
Salvation, is to ſay nothing; for it is ſo to them, who think 
it is fo, (whatſoever is not of Faith js Sin) and the Magiſtrate 


not being infallible, and Chriſt never interpoſing to deter- 
mine the Queſtion, the Magiſtrate is an Invader of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, if he puniſh a Subject for it. Therefore the Ana- 
bapiiſts in Germany, and Fifth Monarchy Men in England, were 


unjuſtly puniſhed for their Rebellion. 45 
The Magiſtrate is the Guardian of the Properties of his 
People, according to the Laws of that Community over which 


he preſides. Here are Laws ſuppoſed to be made to allow 


a certain Proportion of Tjthes, or other Dues, to the Main- 
tenance of a Publick Miniſtry, Amongſt us are a Se of Re- 


_ tigioniſts, who ſay it is a damnable Sin to pay any Tithes ; and 


by their ſuffering in that Cafe, ſhew it is their fnc2re Opinion. 
If Chriſt himſelf never interpoſeth to determine the Caſe, 
the Magiſtrate muſt not preſume to do it, for Chriſt has left 
behind him, no Vzcegerents, or Interpreter; upon whom bh; 


Subjects can abſolutely depend, nor uv Judges over the Conſciences 


of bis People; and therefore, it their own Conſciences com- 
mand them to deny the Payment of Lega; Dues to the Clergy 


of the eſtabliſhed Church, the Magiſtracy exercifing an Authority | 


over Conſcience in Ciriſt's Kingdom, is no better than an Uſur- 


C It 
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It is the Right of the ſupreme Magiftrary, let the Form of* 
Government be what it will, to command his Subje#s to 
fight for the Common Good, and Defenſe of their Country, 
againſt thoſe who would deftroy it. But there are thoſe 
amongft us, who think it an Affair of Conſcience, and Mat- 
ter of eternal Salvation, upon no Exigency what ever to draw 
the Sword, againſt either Foreign, or Domeſtick Ene mies. 
Which Opinion diffuſed thro* the Majority of a Kingdom, 


muſt lay it open to all Invaſions, and a ſudden Deftruttion, 
But as this is a matter of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, 


the Magiſtrate has (according to the Biſbop's Doctrine) no 


Authority from God to force Men to fight againſt their Con- 


ſcience. And thus I have ſhewn that Affairs of Conſcience, and 


Matters of eternal Salvation, may be extended to the Subver- 


ſion of all Civil Government, the Deſtruction of Property, and 


the utter Deſolution of the maſt flouriſhing Monarchies in the 


© Cs ibs 
It has been always allowed, that in Things not forbidden 


by the ſuperiour Authority of God, the Commands of the ſub- 


ordinate Powers ſhould take place. God not being only the 
Fountain from whence all leſſer Authorities draw their obliga- 
tory Powers, but the Guardian of them againftthoſe who op- 
poſe them. It is he who will puniſh Children for being diſ- 


obedient to Parents; Subjects for being rebellious to their Princes; 
Servants for being unfaithful to their Maſters. In like man- | 
ner in the Church, ſince the ſupreme Authority is Chriſt, the | 


Head, it is bis Power which muft puniſh thoſe, who are diſ- 
obedient to thoſe Officers of his, who exceed not the Bounds 
of their Commiſſion. But if no Chriſtian has Authority over 
the Conſcience of another, in matters of eternal Salvation, then, 
fince there are no matters ſo ſmall, or trivial, but what ſeem 


to be ſuch to ſome of a ſcrupulous Conſcience, and may not 


break us into an infinite number of Diviſions, hitherto un- 


known to the World, the Poſition indeed deftroys all eccleſi- 


aſtical Authority in the eftabliſhed Church, but then it deftroys 
it in all other Churches as well as our own; and it is eaſy to be 
ſeen, that when the Riſhop bears hard upon the Pillars, like 
another Sampſon, the whole Body of the Catholick Church, bends 
nader the weight, each Part being in as much Danger of 
falling as our own, poop a 
He cant ſay that our Thirty nine Articles are contrary to 
Truth; But if he ſay, Chriſt bas left no Auihority to make any 
deciſſue Determination at all, it affetts indeed the firft Com- 
pile, of our Gees, and Articles, but it affeRts all other Soci- 
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etzes of Chriſtians as well as ourſelves, all having ſome Form 
of Confeſſion, or another. He has not ſhewn ds wherein 


our Cannons, or Rubricks, are contrary to the Laps of Chriſt, 
but if he fay, that Cbriſt has left 20 Commiſſion for any, to 


make new Laws, or Canons in bis Kingdom, it is a Condem- 


nation of all ſubordinate Legiſlation, in Foreign Churthes, as 


well as of that which is practiſed in our own Church, and when 


we do repent of our wickedneſs therein, all Chriſtendom muſt 


repent with . He cannot ſay that the Diſcipline in the 


eftabliſhed Church is more rigid than that of all Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, they blame our Remiſineſs in it; and if we doe make 


0 | 4 uſe of Excommunication, it is no more than the Apo/tHes, and 


Primitive Biſhops have done before us, and which other Chri- 


- tian Churches do as much uſe, if not abuſe, as owſelves. If our 
Clem have accepted of the Protection, or Encouragement 


from the Royal Supremacy, or Ads of Parliament, which have 


nothing to do to alter the Nature of Cbriſt's Kingdom upon 


Earth, the Papiſts did the ſame for ſeveral Reigns together, 


and yet would be angry if he ſhould call theirs a Parkamen- 


4 


tar y Religion. If we had once ſome Laws penal to Oiſemerc, 


we have had no more than once, :bey exgxaiſeg 1 agpyndt 


durſelves, and we have none now that are affen ve tot a] — 


"but only thoſe who earneſtly deſire to be offen{ine,toathers. 


If our ſetled Liturgies are eſteemed Inpoſctions Upgr:the 
Conſciences of weaker Cbriſtians, we ſhould be glad ito fee a 
Church, which does not permit greater Impoſitions, either dy 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, or ſuch extemporam ; frufions 
of unqualified Mini ſters, as have not born the Teſf f, many 
Ages, but rather are ſuch baſty Produſtiuns as deſenye ta die 
in the Birth, and be buried in Oblivion at ſoon as it js poſſi - 


ble, in meer Compaſſion to the Infirmities of Humaus Na- 
ture. If Chriſt has left no Authority in bis Church to determine 
the Colour of ſacred Veſtments, of Geſture in the Preyers, and 


Sacraments, and outward Add ions ſiggißeant of inward: Devo- 


tion, then our Church is to be blamed: for deterwiping ſuch 


weighty Matters, according to the cmmon Rules of. Necency 


and order; But he can't ſay ſhe is more to be blapeg than 


But the Bi 


only with the gentleſt of 8 and Punt 


thoſe Societies of Chriſtians, which determine yrgveteucgdin 


Devotion, to be an Affair of Conſcienge, aud. Niſphadir ss: $0 
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lawful Guides, in things lawfully, and truly detaxmit dy be 

a Means of eternal Salvation, 226347 50 82108 3 03-- 

ſhop, for fear his Readers ſhould think it law. 

ful to obey any Laus made in the Church, they fanctiengd 
clares 
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klares in the 13th and 14th Pages of his Sermon. lt is the 
© ſame thing in Rewards and Puniſhments, &:. if any Man 
© (ſays be) upon Earth hath a right to add to the Sanctions 
* of his (that is Chriſt's Laws) to increaſe the Number, or 
© alter the Nature of the Rewards and Punifhments of his 
© Subjects, in matters of Conſcience or Salvation, they are 
© ſofarKings in his ſtead, and reign in their own Kingdom.“ 
Now will not any Popzſþ or Proteſtant Diſſenter hence con- 
_ clude, that all pena! Laws and Statutes, are Akts of Rebel- 
lion againft the only Monarch, and ſole Legrſlator of the 
Church. For do they not alter the Nature, and increaſe the 
number of Rewards and Puniſhments, and all this he ſays in 
the ſame Page, is taking Chrifts Kingdom out of bis Hands, and | 
can they think tkat his Lordſbip, can't prove from ſome of | 
His own Comments, that ſuch Lawgzvers as take Chriſt's King- 
dom out of his Hands, are not the Servants of God, but 
the Servants of the Devil 1 1 


But his Lordſhip proceeds in the 14th page. to inform his 


© Reader that If the Church of Chrift be the King- 
dom of Chrift, it is eſſential to it, that Chrift himſelf be 
the ſole Lawgiver, and ſole Judge * wherefore all the 

: eſtabliſhing or penal Laws of Chriſtian Princes (in all things ro- 
dating 10 the favour and diſpleaſure of God) which are not 


"Offences againſt the ſupreme legiſlative Power of Chriſt, yet [ 


according to him, muft be Offences againſt his ſole leg:/lative 
Power For he ſays (p. 16.) No Man, any more than 
© an other, hath Authority, either to make new Laws for 
'< Chtift's Subjefs Oe. or to Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh the | 
© 'Seryants of anocher Maſter in matters relating purely to 
' © Conſcience or Salvation (Anſ. ) 
Here the Biſbop does not only deny to Chriſtian Princes an 
abſoluse proper legiſtatfpe Authority, but any Authority more 


* 


than that of 2 common Subject, to puniſh the Servants of and- 


O ® 


iber Maſter, and therefore the Words Abſolute or Proper, fo 


earneſtſy Sontended för ran do him no Service here, his on- 


ly refuge is, in that repeated Limitation, © viz. in matters 
relating purely to Conſcience or Salvation, and I have 
" ſhew'd* theſe Words-to be of ſo large a Signification, that 
they may he extended to all matters of State, of wordly In- 
otereſth vñ Thdifferent Actions, and in ſhort all that belongs 
to Church 1 eee boos er TIES 3 
And ifürther Appears, that Diſenters, will think the Biſpgp 
does Ut fot chi An abſolute, but all Banner of Authority im | 
Ne. gie matters to Chriſtian- Princes, he complains £ That 
3 | | «ag 3 -} hat 
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© That the Church by the Corruptions of this legiſlative 
* Authority, is become of the ſame ſort with other earthly 
Kingdoms, in which the rewards are wordly Honours, 
© Pofts, Offices, Oc. and the Puniſhments, Priſons, Fines, Oc. 
* or ſomething of the ſame ſort, and in the 23d p. Chriſt 
(he ſays) gave no Rules for calling upon the ſecular Arm; tho? 
that might have been done without aſcribing to the Magi- 
ſtrate an abſolute legiſlative Power, ſo that there need no 
more contention about the intruſion of the Word Abſolute, 


for all manner of legiſlative Power is deny'd to the Civil Ma- 


he | giftrate in matters of Conſcience, and rewarding and Puni ſping; 


Princes are made equally Criminal, in pretending to the 
leaft part of it. Well therefore may Diſenters conclude 
| themſelves to be the only Chriſt:ans, when they are taught 
by a Proteſtant Biſhop (p. 25.) That the Church of Chriſt, 
is the number of Perſons, who are fincerely and willing 
© ſubje& unto him, as Lawgiver and Judge in all matters of 
© eternal Salvation, and the more cloſe and immediate this 


© regard is to him, the more evidently true it is, that th 


© are of his Kingdom, that is, the more diſobedient they 


are to the Kingdoms of the Earth, the nearer they are to the 
Kingdom of God. Whereas both Church Men and Diſſenters 


ought rather to be inftrutted, that none can be fincerely the 


Subjects of Chriſt, who are not Subjef to Magiſtrates in all 
things belonging to their Office, and to the Rulers of the 
Church in every thing not forbidden by Chriſt their Maſter. 

And Magiſtrates are ſo far from going out of ibeir Kingdom, when 


they add new Sanfions) to the Laws of Chriſt, by Threats or Pro- 


miſes, that it is impoſſible for them to do it, aslong as they keep 
within the bounds of temporal Sanctions, and it is ridiculous 


for them to pretend to higher. For tho” eternity of happi- 
neſs or Miſery, is the greateſt San#ion of Chriſt's Laws, yet the 


leſſer Sanctions of temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, are at the 


5 diſpoſal of the Magiſtrate, (let the form of Government be | 


what it pleaſes) and are neceſſary for the preſervation of 


the publick Peace, becauſe tho' leſs, yet they are nearer, and 
ſo do often affect Men more tor the preſent, than thoſe 
© which are at a diftance tho? of greater weight and moment: 


A Magiſtrate therefore does not Sin as an J/ntruder upon 
the Office of Chriſt, when he draws his Sword againft the or- 
thodox, and opens his Purſe to the Heretical Teacher, but as 


one who knows not how to make the right uſe of Pomer in 
his own Dominions, and is accountable to God for ſhedding 


ianocent Blood, or encouraging the Wicked, but not for in- 
; vading 
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yading the. Rido of his Son, which is fo far ſeparated 
from all earthly Kingdoms, that there can be (whilft we are 
in the Fleſh) no paſſage ftom the one to the other. 5 
Wherefore without quoting Aft of Parliament, (of which 
he complams in the 34th p. of his Anſwer to Dr. Snape) or 
contidering how agreeable his preſent Doctrines are to his 
former Wramgs: (which is an unmannerly objection of Dr. 
Snape s, becauſe it never can be anſwer'd) I ſhall proceed to 
the Legiſlation of eccleſiaſtical Canons and Conſtitutions. Since 
' a Church is a Wceery inftituted for the Salvation of the Souls of 
Men, by Chriſt himſelf who is the Sole Legiſiator in it, ac- 
cording to the Biſhops Doctrine, all Carmors of Faith and 
Pratt ice, that ever were made or than be made therein, ate 
violations: of Chrift's Authority, and ſo far from obliging 
the Conſcience to Obedience, tbat they Oblige it to Re- 
ſtance, even to Blood. This Repreſentation of the Bi- 
| Top's meaning, aroſe from the 11th p. of his Sermon, where 
the Bifhop:fays,' Chriſt has left behind him no humane Au- 
* thority, no Vicegerents, no Interpreters, no Judges over 
< the Conſciences or Religion of his People, which himſelf 
interprets in the 34th p. of the Anſwer, © that Chrift dele- 
© gated nb abſolute unlimited Authority to Men, to which 
© 'Chriftians are abſotutely and unlimitedly to Submit. 
But the miſchief ftill is, that theſe Words Abſolute and 
 Dzlimited, turn the whole Scope and tenour of the Sermon 
into abſolute Nonſenſe and Contradiftion, to avoid the imputa- 


tion of abſolutely falſe Doctrines, and abſolute Contra- 


did ion, to all the Canons and Conftitutions of the efta= | 
— Church, and indeed of all Churches in the Chriſtian 
The Deſign of the Sermon, (for I would have no Man think 

the Biſbop publiſmed a Sermon without a Deſign) was to prove 

to. our Governors, what himſelf in the 3 2d p. of his Anſwer 
does own to be his Opinion, vx. that Religion conſider d in it 
25 is an Argument why be ſbouli be deprived of the common 
Rp hrs of Society, And he ſays farther, (I preſume in Anſwer 
to his 'own Preſervative lately Printed) that tbe excluſion of 
_ Payiſts' from ibe Throne, (he might have added, and from other 
common Rights of Society) was not upon the Account of their 
Religion, The Danger of Liberty and Property was to us 
© the ſole Cauſe of Excluſion, and p. 43d. he declares, it was 
© acknowledged by ſome of the moſt zealous Churchmen, 
(p. 43d. Anſ. to Snape, } that a Te& might be found out, 
< which-inighit be a Truer Security to the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
3333000000 | « than 
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greateſt Criminals, for puniſhing another Man's Servants, 


© than the Sacramental Teſt, which he ſays in another Place 
© ſhould not be made an Engine and Tool of State.* The 
reaſon for all this is, becauſe Chraſt is the ſole King, Lawgiver, 
Fudge, and Interpreter to bis People, if abſent without a Deputy, 
now what is this to his Purpoſe (11. 12. pages.) if we 


ſhould thruſt the Word Abſolute into every Sentence. 


Suppoſe a Man is excluded from the Sacraments, becauſe 


he will not acknowledge the Authority of his Biſhop, to 


ordain a Prieft or a Deacon, 1s this Man to he excus'd from 


 Cenſure becauſe Chriſt is dead, and has not left the abſolute 


Power of Salvation and Damnation to any Biſhop, nor the 


whole College of Biſhops joyned together. If he has left 


any Power of excluſion, it is an abſolute Power or none at 


all, or ſuppoſe a Canon made, that thoſe who taught the 
Equality of all Chriftians, in reſpe& to divine Offices, (fo 


that all Baptiz'd Chriftians ſhou'd have equal Powers to 


Preach 2 diſpenſe the Sacrameuts, offer up the pub- 

of the Congregation, Cc.) © ſhould be render'd 
© uncapable of receiving the Revenues of a Bzſboprick, would 
it follow ſuch Perſons ſhould not be reftrained, . hecauſe 


Chriſt has left (page 12.) uo abſolute Vicegerent Authority, for 
the making new Laws or Interpreting old ones. For tho' the 
Authorziiy is not unlimited, it may be ſuſſicient to Conſtitute 


ſome more than others his Vicegerents upon Earth, and to 


Authorize ibem to act in his Name; (which is Criminal ac. 


_ cording te the Biſbops Doctrine) and to infli& leſſer puniſh- 
ments, tho? the greater are reſerved to himſelf, For Power 
may be Abſolute 1n little things as well as in great, and is.ſo 


when it can produce the deſired Effect. Tho' Chriſt tas left 
no Interpreters upon Earth, upon whom his Subjeſts are abſolutely 
to depend, yet they may lawfully be puniſh'd as Intruders, who 


take upon them the abſolute Interpretation of Scripture, and 


fraudulently transform it into an Equivalent to the ſupreme 


legiſlative Power, and yet his Lordſhip would even excuſe 
them amongf other Diſſenters. EE: 


So that I hope the Reader may ſee by this time, that it is 


ebſolute Nonſenſe to ſay, that no Chriftian ought to be pu- 
niſhed with Civil or Eccleſiaftical Penaltys, becauſe Chriſt 
has left to none of his Vicegerents upon Earth, the abſolute 


Power of ſaving or damning their Souls to all Eternity, 
which belongs only him, as the ſupreme King, Leg:flator and 
Judge of the Quick and the Dead. But if Chrift is the ſole 
Loegiſlator, then indeed all inferior Legiſlators would be the 


or 
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or being buſy in a Kingdow which is not their own, and in 


which Chriſt has forbid them to Act. | 
Wherefore to prevent miſtakes, rather than burthen his 
Tord ſbip, with ſuch abſurditys as theſe following Reaſons im- 
ply, viz. the Papiſts claim an abſolute Power of Interpretation, 
the Higb Church men claim a ſubordination of Legiſlation, in 
things undetermined by a divine Law, the Presbyterians 
challenge an equalzty of Paſtors, the Independents an inferiority 
of the Paſtors to the People, the Quakers a Kingdom within them, 
the Fif:b- Monarchy-men, a Kingdom without them, the Quietiſts, 


_ an extinct ion of external Worſhip, the Bangorians, an extin@:or 


of internal Heat, and all, the extinſtion of the eſtablijh'd Church, | 
all which are matters of Conſcience, and relating to eternal Sal- 
vation and therefore al! ought to have Liberty to at 


therein as they pleaſe, for the Church is a Menarchy, the 


Monarch is abſent, and has left no viſible humane Au- 
© thority, no Vicegerents, who can be ſaid properly to ſup- 
© Ply his Place, no Interpreters upon whom his Subjects can 


© abſolutely depend, no Judges over the Conſciences, and 


© Religion of his People; therefore every Man muſt judge 


for himſelf, and for as many of his Neighbours as will per- 


mit him to judge for them. SER 
Nov if this is the ſtate of Chri8*s Church upon Earth, it muſt 
follow from its being a Kingdom upon Earth, and if it is 2 
Kingdom upon Earth, then Chriſt did not give ina right infor- 


mation to Pilate, when he told him his Kingdom was not of this 


World, and the Biſbop did not give his Hearers a very advan- 
tageous Character of this Worldly Kingdom, when he told 


them, that the Monarch never interpoſed, left no Vicegerent, 


bad no Interpreters, no Judges of bis Laws, to aft with abſolute 
Authority, that is indeed with any Authority at all; for Autbo- 


rity that is not abſolute, is no more real Huitoriy, than an Em- 
bryo is a grown Man. But Authority may be abſolute, which 


is not univerſal, as a Subjett may have an avſolute Commiſ- 
ſion of being Deputy or Vice-Roy to his Prince, and yet not 
thereby inveſted with a Power of repealing his Maſter's 


Laws, or oppoſing his Authority, or acting any thing in op- 


poſition to them. 5 95 
Let us therefore conſider the State of Chriſt's Church 


Nilitant upon Earth, under thoſe Images whereby it is re- 
preſented to us in other Places of Scripture, before and af- 


ter the Aſcention of Chrift into Heaven. . 
EFirſt, It is reſembled to a Flock of Sheep, zncloſed in a Sbeep- 
fold, John 10. 12. but ſuch Sheep as know their Maſter's do 

=D and 


[ 25'] . 

and ſuch a Sbeepfold as no Man ought to enter but by the 
Door, on penalty of being treated as a Thief and Robber, 
and therefore we reject thoſe who break into Lay Communion 
without Baprzſm, or into the exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties, 
without Lawful Ordination, as Robbers climbing over the 
Wall, where the Door' ſtands open. But his Lordſhip ad- 
mits of all. provided they make it @ matter of Conſcience, or 2 
means of eternal Salvation. F 
Secondly, It is reſembled to a Net caſt into the Sea, which 
pncloſs'd à great number of Fiſhes,” good and bad, Mat. 13. 47. 
but ſuch Fiſhes as are to be ſeparated by Chrift himſelf at 
the Laft Day, or to 4 Field ſown with Wheat, but over rum with 
Tares, which muſt grow together till the Harveſt, Mat. z. 38. 
But the Biſhop's Kingdom, is like à Net which encloſeth none 
but good Fiſhes, and a Field of Wheat, with no Tares, conſiſting 
of ſuch Perſons only, as are Subjects to him, as their Law- 
grver and Judge, and ſanctify'd by their Diſobedience to all 
other Lawgivers and Judges, becauſe Chriſt is the ſole Lamw- 
2zver 10 his Church, p. 25. But we ſay that all Baptized Chri- 
flians are the Subjects of Chriſt's Government in this World, 
but thoſe who live in Diſobedience to Chrzft's Officers, not ex- 
ceeding their reſpective Commiſſions, will never be his Sub- 
jets in another, and we deſpiſe the Pride of thoſe who ap- 
propriate the Name of bis SubjeFs to themſelves, for ſtre- 
nuouſly fighting againſt thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. 

Thirdly, Mat. 20, 1. The Kingdom of Heaven is lilened 
to 2 Man who is an Houſholder, who went out early in the Morn- 
ing to hire Labourers into bis Vineyard, But ſuch an Fouſ- 
bolder, or Lord of a Vineyard, as had a diſtinction of Servants, 
and a Steward (verſe 8.) over the reft, ſo that tho' all re- 
ceived an equality of Rewards, yet all were not intruſted 
with the ſame degree of Authority, it being the work of 
the Steward to ſet every Man his Task, as well as to pay eve- 
ry Man his Wages, and this is inconfiſtent, with what ſome 
may think to be the Bzſhop's Notion of Chriſt's Church upon 
Earth, wherein all the Subjects are equal, and no one is Fudge 
or Lamgiver over others ; for tho' all the Servants were equally 
dependent upon the Lord of the Vineyard, yet here is firſt a 
diſtinttion of Tabourers in the Vineyard, from thoſe ho 
cat of the Fruits of it, i. e, of the Clergy and Layity, 2d. Here 
is in this Image of Chriſt's Church, a diftin{tion cf differert 
Powers in theſe S-rvants, for one was a Steward over the reſt, 
For if the Tord kept a Steward, it was certainly bis Duty to 
ſet every Zgbourer his Task, which is the true Original of all 
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Spiritual Juriſdiftion, and to Correct thoſe who were Idle or 
Diforderly, which is the Foundation of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
and to give them Food in due Seaſon, which anſwers to the 
Ad miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments. And there- 
fore we reject thoſe, who teach that all Chriſt's Subjeſts are 
equal in Spiritual Powers, or that one of bu Servants is not to 
Corre@ another, or that the Stewards have no Legiſlative Au- 


 2bority from their Maſſer, or that becauſe Chri is the Supreme, 
therefore he is the ſole Legiſlator of his Church. 


WMe rather wou'd contemplate the State of Chrift's Church 
upon Earth, under the Image of a well govern'd Family, 


to which it is liken'd by St. Paul (1 Tim. 3. 15.) that thou 


anayMAbebave thy ſelf wel! EN OIKO TOU THEOU in the * 
family of God. But ſuch a Family, as tho' it has Chri# for its 
Mager, yet it has a ſubordination of Miniſters or Servants under 


Him, (1 Cor. 4. 1. Tei @ Man ſo account of us, as the Minifters | 
of Chrif, and Stewards of the myſteries of God) and diverſity of 
Offices affign'd to the Servants of it, 1 Cor. 12. 28. G 
hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, 


thirdly Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of healing, &c. 


And we therefore blame thoſe diſorderly Meetings of pre- 
tended Chriftians, wherein all Claim an equality of Go- 


vernment, for what is more diſorderly than a Family, 
wherein every Servant pretends to be a Steward. 
_ Laftly (Mat. 25. 14.) It is compared to a great Man who 


Travel'd into a far diſtant Country, and (v. 15.) deliver'd to one 


Servant five Talents, to another two, and to another one, and 


who ſeverely puniſh'd the Servant who had one Talent, and 


made no improvement of it, before his Maffer's return; and 
therefore we deſpiſe thoſe Societies of pretended Chriſtians 
who teach, (like the Author of the Rights) that the Talents 
of Authoritatzve Preaching, Praying, Bleſſing, Cenſuring, Ex- 
communcating, Abſolving, &c. are equally diſtributed to all 


the Members of a Chriſtian Church, nor can we ſay (as the 


Biſhop does) p. 12. that Chriſt in bis ſeeming Abſence, never 


 anterpoſeth in the Affairs of Conſcience and eternal Salvation, be- 


cauſe he makes no viſible appearance, becauſe we believe he 


ſtill performs his promiſe, made to his Miniſters, (Mat. 28. 


30.) of heing preſent with them to the end of the World, vi. 
to inſpect their Behaviour, to give Authority to their De- 


crees, for the Promotion of Piety, Juſtice, and Sobricty, to 


Zive an inwerd and ſpiritual Grace to all the Sacraments 


_ duely adminiftred by them, and by his Providence to ſup- 


port 


1 3 
port that Chureh, which himſelf has ſo buzlt upon 4 Rock, that 


the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it, Mat. 16. 18. 
_ Theſe are ſome of thoſe bright Images of the State of 


Chris Government ujon Earth, whilſt he was viſibly pre- 


{ent with his Diſciples, and call'd the Kingdom of Heaven, 
not of Chriſt, which the Biſhop might have obſerved, if it had 


pleaſed him, becauſe thoſe who were admitted as Subje&sito it, 


were to be Baptized, not in the Name of Chr:# alone, but of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, were truly Candidates 
of Chriſt's Kingdom in Heaven. „ at 4% 


After the Aſcenſion of Chr:# into Heaven, that Body of 
| Believers, which before was called the Kingdom of God, was 
called the Church of Chriſt, Acts 2.47. The Lord added to the 
| Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And this Church is re- 


preſented under ſach Figures, or Images drawn by the Hands. 


2 


of the moſtskilful Painters,as have no features reſembling thoſe 
of the Biſhop's ſuppoſed Monarchy. For tho? BASILETA'- 


might be rendered by MON APCHIA (the Holy Penmen 
not allways ſpeaking in the accuracy of the Philoſophic 
Style) yet EKKLESIA approaches nearer, to the fignifica- 


tion of Polycratical or Democratical Governments, as tis known .' 
to all theſe who underſtand the Proprieties of the Greek 
Language. And the Word BASILEIA was us'd to de- 


note, what it does in this very Text, the happy ſtate of 
Believers in another World Ads 14. 22. the Apoſtles 


 inftruted the Converts, that thro* much Tribulation they 


muſt enter into the Kingdam of God, i. e. the State of the Bleſ- 
fed, and Ads 28. 23. Paul expounded and teſtify'd the Kingdom 
of God, that is, the Reſurrection of the Dead, for which he 
was called into queſtion by the Jews, who (like ſome others) 
expected an earthly Kingdom, he tells the Romans, (14, 17.) 
that the Kingdom of God is not Meat or Drink, that is, the Joys 
of Heaven are not obtained by Eating or not Eating ſome 


certain Meats at certain Seaſons, but by Rzghteouſneſs aud 


Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and he ſays, 1 Cor. 6.9, That: 
the Unrighteos ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, which muir 
ſignify the Joys of a future State, becauſe the Unrighteous 
may be Members or Subjects of his viſible Church upon 
Earth. This is that Kingdom, which (1 Cor. 15. 500 F/ 
and Blood cannot inberit, and for which the Thief begg'd up- 
on the Croſs, Lord remember me when thou comeſt into thy R 
dom. But the ſtate of Believers on Earth, was after Chriſt's 
Aſcention, properly and uſually called EKK LESTA hecautie 
tho* the unity of Faith e was ſufficientiy ſccu: “4 
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the ky of the Spirit of Chriſt, which equally deſcended 
upon all the Apoſtles, yet the diſcretional Government of 
indifferent things, (in which the Apoftles themſelves ſome- 
titnes differ'd, as may be ſeen by the oppoſition made againft 
St. Peter by St. Paul tho* the younger Apoſtle of the Two 
Gal. 2. 11.) was devolved upon Twelve Men, which is in- 
conſiſtent with perfe& Monarchy, wherein ane muft govern. 
alone, but agreeable to 0I:garchicel Aſſemblies, which was 
then the true State of the Church of Cbriſt. For as the 
number of Believers increaſed, the Apoſties not only or- 
dained Prieſts, Presbyters, or Deacons themſelves, but gave 
 #hem Authority, to ordain other Biſhops and Presbyters in 
every City, which reduc'd the external State of the Faith- 


ful (the Internal and Future is Chrift's intirely) to a kind 


of an * —— Form of Government, under which it 
ought to have continued to this Day, if the ſubtlety of Ra- 
nan Biſhops, and the arrogancy of pretended Councils, had not 
_ alter'd its antient Form. For if it be true which St. Paul 
ſays, 1 Tim. 5, 17+ Let the Elders that rule well be counted 
avorthy of double Honour, then it can't be true, which is ſaid by 
the Biſhop in the 17. p. that the Church is the number of Men, 
| ſubje to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their Lamgiver or Fudge, in mat- 
zers relating to the favour of God, for no ſuch number of Men 
were ever ſince the Apoſtles Days; for whether by Elders, 
(as Mr. Mead well obſerves in his Diatribe on on this Text) 
we underſtand Civil Magiſtrates, or Fcclefiaſtic Presbyters, or 
Inferior Deacons, yet Rulers they were by their Name, which 
bears a kind of Senatorian Dignity in its very front; and how 
they ſhould deſerve double Honour, either of Reſpect or 
Maintenance, for ruling well, If it was the Duty of their 
People, not to be 1ul'd at all by any but Chriſt himſelf, or 
how they could Rule well, without giving ſome diſcreti- 
onary Laws to their Inferiors, or making themſelves Judges 
of the Behavior of their People, or how they could Rule at all, 
without ſome leſſer Rewards and Puniſhments, diſpoſable at 
their Diſcretion, are things unknown to me, tho' they may 
be plain and conſpicuous to ſo great a Writer, for accord- 
ing to the dottrine of the Biſhop's Sermon, they deſerv'd 
rather a double Puniſhment, than a double Reward, for pre- 
tending to govern in another Perſons Kingdom. os 
But that I may do the Biſhop no wrong, I will enquire 
into what he means by humane viſible Authority; Vice-geren- 
cy, Interpretation, and Judgment, and how far Abſolute, In- 
diſpenſible, Properly, and the like mollifying Words, for 
which (he contends ſo carneſtly in his Anſwer to Dr. Snape, 
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tures, and they therefore contain our whole Rule of Faith; 
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22.) will reconcile them to ſound Doctrine, or reRify 


the miſtakes, into which both Churcb- men and Diffenters may 


run by a miſunderſtanding of them. 


Every Chriſtian is to be Rewarded or Puniſh'd, according 
to his Fazth, Hab. 2. 4. (The Juſt ſhall live by bis Faith,) and Pra- 
ctiſe, (depart from me all ye workers of Iniquity) St. Luke, 13. 27. 
In matters of Faith there is no viſible humane Authority infal- 
lible, becauſe none knoweth the thing of God, but the Spirit of God, 
which i in God, and the Spirit ſpeaks to us only in the Scrip- 


upon this Foundation Chriſt has built- his Church, and ſince 


the Rule is plain and perfect, there is no need of his vifible 


Appearance till the end of all things. EE 
But in matters of Practiſe, by Chriſt undetermin'd, Chriſt 
has left us under a vifible humane Authority, both of Princes, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rulers of his own Appointment, by a re- 
gular ſucceſſion from his Apoſtles, to which we are ſo in- 


_ diſpenſibly obliged, that in many Caſes we cannot diſobey 
them, without diſobeying Chrift himſelf—— he who deſpiſeib 


you, deſpiſeth me who ſent you, Luke, 10. 16 

Now matters of Practiſe, as well as Articles of Faith, being 
aſſairs of Conſcience, (p. 11.) and things (p. 17.) relating io the 
favour of God, if Men are taught to believe, that Chriſt has 


left ro bumane Authority therein to controul them, they are 
taught not only to diſobey, but to dethrone all thoſe dele- 


gated Powers which act in the Kingdom of Chriſt, whereas our 


Saviour coming to fulfil] the Laws of Nature, and of Moſes, 
and not to deſtroy them, has left us under the ſame leg: ſiative 


Power of the Czvil Magiſtrate, wherein he found us, and under 


the reſtrictions of thoſe humane Conſtitutions, which are not 


contrary to his reveal'd Will, but made by Rulers Com- 
miſſion'd by him. Neither will the Word Abſolute, free 
divers paſſages from theſe Impvtations, for there is but one 
Church which claims abſolute bumane Authority, in matters of 


Faith and Praftiſe, but all Churches (Quakers not excepted) 


have ventur'd to make humane Conſtitutions, for the regula- 


tion of Praftiſe in Publick Worſhip, and external Bebaviour. 


It is declared, p. 14. that all thoſe who ere& Tribunals 


© and exerciſe Judgment over the Conſciences of ſuch Men, 


care taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of his hands, and placing 


_ = It in their own». And it is no matter whether they de- 


* clare themſelves Vicegerents, or Lawgivers, or Judges 
© under Chriſt, when they make any of their own Confti- 
© tutions, or deciſions, to concern or affect the State of 
Chriſt's Subjects, with regard to the favour of God. : 


1 

Ianſwer, this over throws all Eccleſiaſtical Canons and Con- 
ſtitutions whatſoever, and islike a Glaſs of Poy ſon offer'd to 
Churchmen and Diſſenters, the danger whereof is not to be 
prevented, by the Antidotes of Abſolute and Indiſpenſible, 
Placed at too great a diftance from it. For not to med- 
dle with that angry Conteft, whether the Words Abſolute, 
Vicegerency, Indiſpenſible Obligation, and the like Terms of Li- 
mitation, were the Original Reftriftions of the Author or 
no, all Obedience to appointed Times, Place, or Ceremonies, 
is a matter of Conſcience, and relates to the favour of God, and 
the ſalvation of the Souls of Men, (why elſe do Chriftians ſepa- 
rate Communion upon that account) and muft be Criminal 
accordingly, if it is by Chrift torbidden. Tho? his Lord ſbip 
_ declares he does neither own nor ſee theſe Conſequences, p. 4th 
of his anſwer to Dr. Snape, yet all Men muſt fee them, who 
have not thrown away all remainders of humane Reaſon, and 
his Lordſbip muſt own them, or deny his own inference from 
the dottrine of his Text (p. 44 Anſwer) viz. That Men 
© ought not to ſuffer in their common rights, for the ſake 
of any meer difference of Opinion in Religion, conſi- 
_ © deredasſuch. * For if Chriſt has left any Vicegerency in his 
Church at all, or any humane Authority, in matters of Faith or 
Practiſe, tho* it is not ſo abſolute as to command our Belzef, 
or our Obedience in all things, without examination, or in 
things contrary to the command of Chriſt, yet if the Vicege- 
rency or Authority, is ſufficient to lay an obligation upon the 
Conſcience, by vertue of a delegated Power in things agreeable 
to the Will of Chrift, it renders diſobedience ſo Criminal, 
that thoſe who reſiſt may recerve Damnation. And there is not 
one Text in Scripture, nor one Word in the Biſbop's Text, 
which forbids a Criminal (and all real Schiſmaticks, are real 
Criminals) to be puniſh'd by lawful Powers. But if Chriſt is 
the ſole Legzflator, and hasdelegated, no part of the Legiſlature 
to his Miniſters, then I do agree with this great Man, that the 
Framers of Eccleſiaſtical Cannons, Conſtitutions, &c. are them- 
_ ſelves the Criminals, and the Reſiſters of them, the only true 
Subjefts of Chriſt's Kingdom, and then it follows, that they 
_ ought not to ſuffer in their Civil Rights, for nothing is more 
Criminal, than to puniſh an innocent Perſon, . 
But whether Chrift has left an abſolute Vicecegerency or Au- 
tbori iy or no, as it is a matter of Faith and relating to Conſcience 
and Salvation, the Aſſerters of this abſolute Authority, and in- 
diſpenſible Obligation, ought as much to be exempted from Pe- 
nalties as any other, according to the B:/hops doQrine, and 
5 not 
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not far from his plain Aſſertions (p. 43. Anſe to Snape) the 
Papiſts were not excluded Offices, on the account of mere Religion, 
but ſolely on the account of ſuch avowed Principles, as naturally 
and unauoidably deſtroy the State. And therefore he ſpeaks 
agreeably to this Doctrine of Chriſt's ſole Legiſlation, in the 
ſame page, viz. That a Teſt founded upon their Popiſh 
Principles, confider'd as Political, might be found out, 


© which might be a truer Security to the Eftabliſh'd Church, 


© than the preſent, and more agreeable to Humanity and 
© Chriſtianity, * and in p. 41. he declaims ſharply againft 
© making Religion a Civil Teft, as debaſing the moft ſacred 

: 2 in the Church, into a Political tool and engine of 

tate. e „ | 
Now all this favour beſtowed upon the Papiſts, can neither 
proceed from any Love to their Religion, nor perhaps any 
 avow'd Hatred to his own, but flows from this repeated 
Maxim, that Chriſt is the ſole Legiſlator and Fudge in his own 
Kingdom, ſo that the excommunicating Canons not rendring 
them Criminal (as being made by Perſons who were zntruders 
into another's Throne) zwere neither humane nor Chriſtzar 
Cannons, nor ought the Papiſts to be cenſured by them. 
This is a Conſequence which the Biſhop muſt allow to be 
his owa, and therefore ought not to be angry if he be 
charged with it. For I hope he will not ſay, thoſe Canons 
are wnchriſtian becauſe the Papal DoRrines of Tranſubſtantiati- 
on and worſhip of Images are true, but becauſe they were 
made by the Rulers of our Church, without ſufficient Au- 
tbority, from their Lord and Maſter. © 

It is not indeed the Office of a private Man, to deter- 
mine whether the continuation of the Secramenial Ist, is 
for the publick good of the State, or detrimental to it; 
that 15 a point to be diſcuſſed by the ſupreme Zeg:Narive 

Powers of the Nation. But it is the duty of every lover of 
truth to declare, that neither this Text, nor any other, 
does lay any Obligation of Conſcience upon the C:zvi} Ma7i- 
ftracy to take the Teft away, for fear of invading Chi! 
Kingdom, For whilſt he is only threatning or infiiting tem- 
poral incapacities, he is within the bounds of his own epo 
ral Kingdom, and if our Sacrament is à true Sacrament, he is 
doing his Office, in making uſe of it, to preſerve it (elf, 
from the invaſions of Tranſubſtanitarion, or the facrilegions 
profanations of unhallowed Hands, who for want of eg 
Ordination, give to the People common Breal, inſtead of the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of their oleſſed Saviour. mY 
ar 
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For my part I cannot ſee, wherein the Sacramental Teſt 
zs made an Engine or Tool of State, by excluding thoſe from 
Employments, of Truft and Honour, and Power, who muft 
needs think it a matter of Conſcience, to deftroy the ſmall re- 
mainders of the Eſtabliſhed Church, as ſoon as it is in their 
power, but I can ſee, that Chriſt has left this to the diſcretion 
of the Magiſtrate, and our firſt Reformers did not want Au- 
zbority to form thoſe Canons, which give ſo much Offence to 
_ diſſenting Brethren, nor our Parliaments Authorzty, to make 
Acts for ſecuring of the Church, notwithſtanding that Chr:ſ# 
JJ 8 OE 
He ſays in his Concluſion, that there can be no Church of 


England, but upon bis Principles, and to determine this Point, 


Iwill allow his Tord ſbip, all that Reftitution of his own 
Words, which he demands. ( page 19. Anſmer) And if he 

pleaſes, he ſhall thruſt the Word abſolute, into every Line 
which has given offence to the Presbjtery of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, I will alſo ſay with him, (p. 23+) that (in matters of 


Faith) Chriſt has not given the ſame Authority to the fallible Sue- * 


ceſſors of the Apoſtles, which be gave 10 the Apoſtles ibemſelves 
and yet I can prove that this great Writer does not ſtand 
upon the ſame Foundation with the eſtabliſhed Church, and 
there is no danger of their falling together, if either of them 
J , ; Re ER 
This will appear if we conſider, what is Authority, what 
is Interpretation, what is Judgment, and what is Vzcegerency, 
the viſibility of all which upon Earth, is deny'd by the Bzſbop, 
in the 11th p of his Sermon, and other Places. 1 
Authority in Matters of ſimple belief, is an external motive 
to Aſſent, and as there can be no greater external motives to 
Aſſent, than the Teftimony of God himſelf, nor no greater evi- 
dence of that Teſtimony, than Prophecy and Miracles, the Writ 
ings of thoſe who had Prophecy and Miracles, to teftify a di- 
vine Miſſian, muſt needs be the higheſt Authorzty of any 
other. And whereas all leſſer external motives io Aſſent, do 
bur incline or perſwade ; the Scriptures diftated by the Spirit 
of God, which alone knoweth the things of God, do command 
our Aſſent, under the penalty of eternal Damnation, he that 
believeth not ſhall be Damn d, St. Mark, 16. 16. and they are 
therefore the only rule of Faith, becauſe no Man can be 
obliged to believe any more than God reveals to him; ſo 
that in all Ages of the Church, the Scriptures were a perfett 
Rule of Faith, becauſe it was always impoſſible that there 
ſhould be any other. 2 


For 


S 7 nne 


Diſcourſes, they are helps to interpretation of Scripture, but 
have not a ſufficient Legiſlative Power, to demand an Aſent 


upon Probabilities, which ſometimes may 
_ Equiyocally called Autbority (which implies always a Right 


[33] _ 
For as for the leſſer external motives to Aſſent, which we 
wall Authorities, ſuch as are the writings of the moſt antiem 


| Fathers, the decifions of general Councils, the Conſent of our own 


with that of foreign Proteſtant Churches, and the Judgment of 
modern Authors, render'd famous by their Laborious and Piogys 


any farther than as they are agreeable to Reaſon, and the 


. Word of God. 


The Authority of the moſt Ancient Writers, is founded upon 
2 rational preſumption, that the Apoſtles taught the true 
expoſition of the Chriſtian Faith, That this was remembred 


by their Converts in their reſpe@ive Plantations, that whilſt 


this was freſh, in the Memory of great Numbers, it could 
not be miftaken by the {;7:ters of the firſt Ages, and that 
it is to be found in the moſt ancient Faibers, rather than in 
the praftiſes, Judgments, and Cuftoms of Latter Times. 


The Deciſions of ſuch Councils, as by the unanimous Conſent 


of Chriſtians are called General, have their Authority, (or ex- 

ternal motive 10 Belief) from a rational Preſumption, that 

1 the Providence of God is over all the Works of his 
a 

pr 


nds, ſo it was in a peculiar manner watchful over thoſe 
eat Aſſemblies, who came together not to make, but to 
Jaterpret Srripture, in ſuch points as were corrupted by 
Sagan Philoſophy, the Fountain of all antient Hereſies; that 


there is an Evidence in Truth, which will always appear 


to the majority of Chr:zt's Miniſters, tho' ſome few may be 
ſo blinded with Paſhon as not to ſee it, that the Aﬀent of 
Chriſtians thro* ſo many Ages to their Deciſions, does imply 
&@ Brightneſs in them, not to be obſcured by the Singula- 
Fities pr Novelties of our own Age, „ 

In the Moderns, there is juſt ſo much Authority, as there is 
@pinion in the Reader, of the Ability and Integrity of the 
Author, which is ſo very inconſtant, that we may ſee ſome 


Men of great Authority one Month, and of little or none 
Another. ; TEN. 


- 


But all theſe being only external motives to 2 founded 
eceive, and 


ſo puniſh in its proper Signification) are not to be relied on 


|| with that Aſſurance of Aﬀent, which we give to the ſayings, 
of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, in matters of meer Belicf, for 
They may lead us into Errors. 
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+» Ifiomuſt. be confeſſed, that the great Veneration which 
was juſtly paid to the four firſt General Councils, made way 
for that blind Aſent, which was afterwards paid to Councils, 
neither General, Free, nor Orthodox ;, that the high Reputa- 
tion the antient Biſbops of Rome obtained by Ruling well the 
Seat of Empire, by exemplary Lives, ſound Doctrine, and 
patiently ſuffering Martyrdom for the Name of the Bleffed 
Yeſus, made room for fome of their Succeſſors to rule the 
Church of Chriſt, with as high an Air of Imperatorial Gran- 
deur, as if it had been a conquered Province, and all the 
Powers Chriſt gave to the ſeveral Officers of his Church, were 
concentred in one ſingle Biſhop. Nor have the Reformed 
_ Churches been altogether free from this Folly, for tho' in 
their publick Confeſſions they acknowledge no other Autho- 
ri, than that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſpeaking in the 
Holy Scriptures, vet you may eaſily obſerve many af their 
Teachers, and Hearers too, as much enſlaved to the diftates 
of Tuber, Calvin, or other Men of great Name in the Re- 
Formation, as ſome of the Romaniſts are to the Decretals of 
Popes, or the Canons of Lateran and Trent. And I will be 
ſo bold as to ſay, that if the Authority of the Biſbop of Bangor, 
obtained by his former Writings, was not likely to prevail 
with many, more than the Reaſons alledged in his Sermon, 
there would not be that neceſſity of giving it an Anſwer, 
which was apprehended by the Committee, or any fingle 
Presbyter. For none of them, I am perſuaded, ever cha- 
tenged an Arbitrary Interpretation of Scripture, as a Right of 
a Chriſtian Church, but only an Authority of declaring from 
the Scriptures, what Doctrines are damnable, and what are 
not. Whereas the Defign of the Bzſhop, is to repreſent the 
Scripture as ſo obſcure, that the Minifters of the Goſpel 
muſt make no deciſive Determinations of thoſe Affairs of 
Conſcience, and eternal Damnation, hut leave them entirely to 
the Judgment of every private Man. And herein he tacitly 
condemns. the Cuftom of all antient Synods, of affixing Ana- 
themas to thoſe Decrees of Faith, which they thought to be 
plainly. contained in the Holy Scriptures; for it amounts 
to no more than a ſolemn Declaration, that thoſe Decrees 
or Articles being plainly contained in Scripture, to deny 

them is a damnable Sin. ft is like ſetting ont -Buoys, il 
thoſe places of the Sea, which are dangerous by Rocks and 
 Quick-fands, the Buoys do not ſink the Ship, but if the Ma» 
riner neglects them, his. Ship may deſervedly periſh by hk 
don Folly, The damnatory Sentences in the Athanaſiar 
855 Creca 


— 


L351 

Creed do not expoſe the Unbeliever to eternal Damnation, 
but, if he is loft, it is the Authority of Chriſt, who made*the 
Articles therein contained neceſſary to Salvation, by which 
ke muft be condemned, or abſolved at. the laſt Day. But 
fince that Creed has been fo univerſally received tor ſome 
Centuries, not only by the Romaniſts, but by Church- men, 
and Diſſenters, every prudent Chriſtian will take care not to 

disbelieve, or oppoſe the Articles therein contained, unleſs 


he finds them contrary to thoſe Scriptures, which are the 


Rule of our Faith and Manners. 5 01 
But the Bzſbop*s plain deſign is to deter all Men from mak-: 
ing any deciſive Interpretatioxs of Scripture, becauſe Chriſt never 
zxterpoſes to give us the true meaning of his own Words. 
For ſo he ſays, p. 13. © Chrift himſelf never interpoſeth, 
© fince the firſt promulgation of his Law, either to convey - 


© Infallibility to ſuch as pretend to handle it over again, 


| very 


mongſt Men, about the 2 meaning of ſome Places in 
te 2 ': 


© or to aſſert the true Interpretation of it, amidft the va- 
© rious and contradittory Opinions of Men about it. If he 
© did certainfy thus interpoſe, he himſelf would be ftill the 
© Legiſlator, but as he doth not, if ſuch an abſolute Au- 


© thority be once lodg'd with Men (under the notion of In- 


<'terpreters) they themſelves become the Legiſlators, and 
© not Chriſt, and they Rule in their own Kingdom and not 
By Chriſt's never Interpoſing, I will charitably believe the 
Biſbop's meaning is, that he never perſonally appears o interpret 
bis own Rules of Faith and Manners, (for I cannot think the 
Biſhop means that he never znterpoſeth by his Providence, or 
the ſecret Operations of bis Grace) or to give Infallibiliiy to ſuch 
as do it, and therefore abſolute Interpretation, is equivalent to 
abſolute Legiſlation, and both are Uſurpations of his Regal Office. 
But certainly Chriſt did not give fo obſcure a Law, that 
none but infallible Interpreters, can apply it to particular 
Caſes, or expound its meaning to the People. This is the 
baſis of Popery, which will have none but an ifallible 
Pope, or an infallible Council, to explain a Law (both of Faith 


and Manners) which is in it ſelf more eaſy to be underſtood, 


than moft of their own Interpretations ; and our Church by 
taking care of having the Scriptures read daily, takes a more 
prudent Courſe for the right underſtanding of S$criprure, 
than both the Pope and his Councils have done, by their 
Dagmatical deciſions of controvers'd Points in dirett oppc- 
nition to it. For tho' there are contradiftory Points a- 


the 
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the Srriptures, yet there are Artieles ' clearly enough e 
preſs d in them, to make Men wiſe to Salvation, and it is at 
utter ſubverſion to the Authority of the Scriptures to ſay, 
that they want the Corporal Preſence of the Bleſſed Jeſws, ta 
enable his Miniſters to govern their Flocks by them. 
For tho' as the Biſhop ſays (p. 11.) Chraft bas left uo In- 
zerpreters upon whom hit Subjefts are abſolutely to depend, yet. 
he has left them a Law ſo plain, that if his Subjects will nei - 

ther take Pains to underſtand it themſelves, nor liſten to 
thoſe whom he has authoriz'd to explain it, their Errors 
are Criminal, and may lawtully be reftrained by the Cen- 
| ſures of the Church, at leaſt as to the outward Profeſſion of 

them. For if the unlearned cannot abſolutely depend upon 
the Interpretations of Chriſt's Minifters, and therefore ought 
Not to be ſubjected by them to any manner of Compulſion, 
To neither can they abſolutely depend upon their own, becauſe 


hey are at leaſt as fallible as their Guides, and conſequently- | 


the Srripture is of no abſolute uſe, either to the Clergy or the 
Tai, becauſe Chriſt (as the Biſhop ſays) is not * Pre- 
; 2 and both of them are fellible Interpreters of the Chri- 
tian Law, | 5 F * 
The Bzſbop knows very well, that this pretended obſcurity 
or deficiency of S:r5pture is the bafis upon which the Papifts 
eret the Infallibiliiy of their Church, as bimſelf does the 
Ancontrolable Liberty of every individual Chriſtian, to be- 
lieve and act as he pleaſes in matters relating to eternal 
Salvation. But our firſt Refor mers erefted their building 
upon a ſtronger Foundation. They preſum'd that the 
Scriptures were intelligible, and that fallible Men, might 
draw out from thence, the moſt certain Rules of Fazth. and 
Manners, and that the Creeds the Church receives, and the 
Articles ſhe propoſes as Conditions of Communion, are 
_ clearly contain'd in Scripture, and thoſe who diſſent from 
them, deſerve Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, which accordingly are 
to be inflicted by ſeveral of her Canons. (See the 1/t 12 Canas 
of the Engliſh Church of 1603.) But if there could be no cer- 
lain Interpretation of Scripture, none could be juſtly puniſh'd 
dy the Church, for their unbelief, nor even by God himſelf at 
the laſt Day. For Scripture without certain Interpretation 
ſignifies nothing at all to the direction of the Faith or Manners, 
either of Prieſt or People, and tho* Men are not to be pu- 
' niſhed for not relying abſolutely upon the Authority of Li- 
cenſed Interpreters, yet they may, and ought to be cenſur d. 
for denying any Article of Faith, for that is a denial = _ 
| | F<s — "4 F uf 0. 


but not to drive them into Error. 
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Authority of Chriſt himſelf, expreſly contained in the Holl 
Scriptures, when Aubert d Interpreters have declar'd it ta 


them. For if all Men, muſt Interpret Scripture for thems 
ſelves, which the Biſbop will not deny, furely the Governors 
have the ſame liberty of Interpretin for themſelves, as other 
Private Men have, and becauſe'they are. Governors, they 
muft Publiſh theſe Interpretations to others; and if zbey 
do declare their Jnterpretatzons in an Authoritative way, as 
Succeſſors of Men, commiſſion'd by Chriſt to go and diſciple 


_ ell Nations, Mat. 28. 16. they do not 20 out of the bounds. 
/ of their own Government, Cbriſt having committed to them 


the external Government of his Ghurch, and promulgation of 


his Laws. But if they Interpret falſly, they Sin againſt 
Jed, by Male Adminiſtration of that Power, which was given | 
for the Edification, and not for the deftrution of the Mem- 


bers of Chriſt's Spiritual Bedy, vx. to lead Men into Truth, 


— 


Thus for Example-ſake, when the Roman Clergy excom· 


municate us ſor denyzng their doftrine of Trauſulſtantiation, 
and we them for believing it, neither exceeds the bounds of 


that Spiritual Province, which Chriſt has aſſign'd them as 
Interpreters of his Law; but if the Proteſtant Interpretation is 
true, of (ibis ie my Body) the Papijt juftly ſuffers as an Idola- 


trous Enemy to the Truth, if it is not true, then the Prote- 
fant is liable to the ſame Cenſure, for prophaning the very 


Body and Blood of his Redeemer, but according to Biſbop 
Hoadlys Doctrine, both are equally Criminal, becauſe Chri/# 


| has convey'd Infallibility to neither, nor interpoſed himſelf io 


aſſert the true Interpretation, of what was once deliver'd by 


him, which is as much as to ſay, that his firft Revelation 


ſignifies nothing as a Rule of Fazth or Manners, unleſs he de- 


ſcends upon Earth to make a ſecond, and therefore accord- 


ing to him, all Authoritative Interprezations of Scripture, are 


znvaſions of Chriſt's Kingdom, he being the ſole Legiſlator, and 


ſole Interpreter of his own Laws, well therefore might a Con- 
vocation be ftartled at a Doctrine which makes all Synods, 


ſince the Apoſtles times mere Uſurpations, all Scriptures an 
uſeleſs Rule, all Interpretations doubtfull, if not hurtfull, to 


thoſe who make, or who receive them, and utterly over- 
throws that Arizcle of our Religion, That the Church bath 
Authority in matters of Faith ES 
Let us cherefore confider what Authority is, in matters of 
Practice; which is moſt properly call'd by the Name of the 
Legiſlative Power: And is nothing elſe but @ Kight and Pomer 
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1 
do preſcribe a Rule of Aſting, Speakins, or Thinking, to another, 
and 10 puniſh: and reward Inferiors, according to their compliance 
with, or diſobedience againſt the flame.” He who can't Reward 
or Puniſh, either by an original 'or delegated Power, may 
write good Philoſophical Treaties of Vertue and Vice, but 
muſt not pretend to rake a Law, but only to explain or recom - 
mend the Laws of God and Nature. But ſo far as he has Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in his Power, ſo far he is a Lawgzver, 
tho' that Power is delegated from a Superiour to him, and 
tho? the Rewards and Puniſhments in his Power are but ſmall. 
To fay therefore, that Chriſt bas left no humane viſible: Autho- 
Ty in bis Church,', in ſuch points of practice as bave any rela- 
ion to eternal Salvation, is the fame thing as to ſay, that 
Chriſt has left no power to any, to Cenſure, Deprive, 
Suſpend or Excomunicate; for tho no Man has abſolute Au- 
thoriiy to command whatſoever he pleaſes, becauſe the great 


ſanftions of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, are of a larger 


Sire than to be graſped by a mortal Hand, yet there are 
| Rewards and Puniſbments, which being of a leſſer bulk, our 
Bleſſed Saviour has committed to the Charge of our Spiritual 
Guides, that no Man who is a lover of Truth can ſay, that 
Chriſt bas left no viſible humane Authority in bis Church. For it 
does not follow, that becauſe « Biſhop cannot actually ſave 
us, that therefore he can't reſtore us to the Peace of the Church; 
or becauſe he can't throw both Body and Soul. into Hell, 

That therefore he can't debar a ſcandalous Sinner or noto- 
rious Blaſphemer from the uſe of the Sacraments, or re- 
move an ill-living Clerg y-man from the exerciſe and honours 
of the Minifterial Function. But if Chriſt bas left no viſible 
| bumane Authority, then indeed all ought to reſiſt every ordi- 
| nance of Man for the Lord's ſake, and the inviſible Church of 
Chriſt would conſiſt of ſuch Perſons only, as ſhould think 
themſelves Sanctified by their reſiſtance and oppoſition 
againſt all who pretend to Church Government; and no Man 
ought to be commanded to do any thing contrary to his In- 
clinations ; for his obedience to humane Authority, would be 
a favourable Conjunction, with the Uſurpers of Chrijt's Do- 
minion: And the appointing of Times, and Forms, .and Cir- 
cumſtances, of external Worſhip would be (tho* the Biſhop de- 
nies the Conſequence) as much an intruſion upon Chriſt's Au- 
thority, as taking up Arms by a private Man, tho' againft a a 
common Enemy, would be a violation of the Prerogative of 
his King. 4-5 . | 
I muſt not tell fo great a Man, that ſuch a notion of ſole. 
legiſlation in Chriſt's Monarchy, deſtroys the validity of all 
Canens 


England is à, true and an Apoſtolick Church; or, that its 
Liturgy is pure and uncorrupted ; or, that the Nine and 
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cunons of Praflice, made from ''the fitſt Publication of ths 
Goſpel to this very Day, and renders the Leg iſlators guilty of 
an impious Jurpation, under the name of Church Diſcipline, 


For we of the Eſtabliſbed Cbureh, muſt acknowledge that the 


twelve firſt· Canons of) the Englzſh Church made in the firſt Year 


of James I. are Canons of Belief, excommunicating thoſe 


who deny the Royal Supremacy; or that the Church of 


Thirty Articles are pious and Orthodox; or, its Rites and 
Ceremonies innocent; or, that its Government by Arche 
Biſhops; Biſhops, Oc. is agreeable to the Word of God; or, 


that the Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, ordained by our Forms 


are lawfully ordained; or, who make Schiſmatical Separations 
from them; or, who favour the DoQrines of thaſe who do; 
or, gather ſeparate meetings; or, pretend to govern by 
Canoas not conffirmed by Royal Aſſent; as alſo (Can. 139, 
140, 141.) thoſe who ſay that the Members of the Convo- 


1 cation are. not true Repreſentatives of the Zgizſh Church; 
or, that the abſent Members of it are not obliged by its 


Decrees; or, who derogate from its Honour and Authority. 


But ff the Minifters of Chriſt ought to make no authoritax 


tive Deciſions in matters of Belief in Chriſt's Kingdom, theſe 
Canons ought to be repealed, whether they are conducive to 
the publick good of the Church, or no, or agreeable to 


| Truth, or diſſonant from it. They have the Nature of 


Laws, becauſe dictated by Perſons. claiming à ſuperior 


Power, and are ſanctioned with the Penalty of Excommuni : 


cation, which in elder Times was efteemed the greateſt Pu - 


niſhment, and there needs no demonftrations of their In- 


expediency or Severity, their very Legz/laizv? Form in Chriſt's 


Kingdom, is enough in the Bifhop's Senſe, to diſcharge all 
their 0bligrng Powers. E 


The like may be ſaid of the Canons of Practice, of the 44 


| of Uniformity, Injunct ions | from the Throne, Deciſions of the 


Ordinary, and whatever bears any reſemblance of Humane 
Legiſiation. Now I always thought, that Canons enjoining, 


the Belief of any Truth, loſt nothing of that 951;ging Power, 


which is in Truth alone, by the addition of any Penalty. what - 
ſoever. Nor did I ever think that good Rules, directive ta 
the true Worſhip of God, became deftruftive to true Piety; 

by their being enjoined by any of bis Miniſters, who, by 
their Ordination, are ohliged to advance it te the, utmaſt of 
their Power; or, that the Delegation of a ſubordinate Power, 


did at all detrat from the Authority of the ſusteme Monarch; 
7 Or, 


and more deſective than the Light of Nature. 
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br, That a Comm en to inflift Leſſer Puniſhments did not con 


ſtitute as real 2a Zeg:ſlarzve Power, as that of infliting greater 3 
or, That any could offend in making Laws in Chriſt's King- 
dom, when bis Kingdom is in the higheſt Heavens, unleis he 
propoſed his Dictates, as che neceſſary Condirions of Salva, 
tion, upon preſumption of having the Keys of Paradiſe in his 
Boſome, (that vain pretence of the Roman Biſhop) or taught 
Conditions of Salvation, contrary to thofe which'were taught 


| by his Lord and Mafter; I thought it a part of Chriſtian 


Liberty to obey Tams eſſentially good, by their agreettient-to 


natural and revealed Religion, and that a neceſſity of reſiſt- 
ing them, becauſe made hy Civil, or Fcelcfaſfical Authority, 

would be à greater Wałk of Bondage than that of the Cereme- + 
ial Law. 


or this would have obliged Men to have liv's 
in a continual Reſiftance of all bumane Authority,” and conſe- 
quently have engaged them in a perpetual Rebellion to the 
State, whenever it made any Laws in Ecclefiaftical Matters, 
and in a perpetual ſeparation: from all Government in the 


_ Church, which after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles, and diſcon- 
tinuance of the miraculous Powers of the Spirit, muſt needs 


fall into the Hands of Men, who could not pretead a Mira- 


culous Inſpiration. But St. Pau} did not declare Chriftians 


to be freed from all civil Obedience, for (Rom. 13. 1.) he ſays, 


| Tet every Soul be Subject to the bigher Powers, and Subje@ion 
implies an att ive Obedience in all things lawful, as well as a 
paſſroe Obedience in things forbidden by the Laws of Chriſt. And 


his fellow Apoſtle St. Peter, (i Pet. 2. 13.) gives the like 


Injunction to all Chriſtians, Submit your ſelves to every ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake. (i. e. becauſe Chrift has 


commanded it) whether it be 10 the King as ſupreme. or unto 
Governors, as to them who are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of 
evil doers, and the praiſe of them who do well. 15 
From whence I infer, That if Kings by the Light of Na- 
ture (for the Roman Emperors were Pagans when St. Peter 


wrote his Epiſtle) were enabled to make Laws for the. Pun- 


5ſhment of evil doers (i. e. ſuch as acted contrary'to the Light 


of Nature) and the praiſe of thoſe who do well: Then Chriſtian 
Kings where they have the Legiſlative Power, may be en- 


abled by the Light of the Goſpel, interpreted by their Spi- 
ritual Guides, to make Laws againft Hereticks and Schif< 
maticks, or we muſt ſay the Light of Chrift's Goſpel, for want 
of his Miraculous appearance every Day, is much dimmey_ 
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And 241y, I infer, That if the Roman Emperors could des 
legate an Authority to Governors ſent by them, which 
Chriſtians were obliged in Conſcience to obey, and whereby 
thoſe. Emperors govern'd Provinces, at a vaſt diftance from 
the ſeat ot Empire, tho' ſuch Deputies were not abſolute, but 
reftrain'd by the Laws of the Empire; Then Chriſt to whom 
all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, may delegate an Au- 
thority to Biſhops or other Officers, to make Laws for the 
external Government of his Church, which may oblige the 
| Conſcience to Obedience; for tho* ſuch Poner is not abſo- 
lute, or rather univerſal, as extended to all Things, (even 
the abrogation of his own Laws,) yet it is abſolute, if by abſolute 
we mean perje@, as we ought to do, for a delegated Authority 

that obliges the Conſcience, is a perfe# or Compleat Authority, 
which is all that is neceſſary or effential to Legiſlation. Now 
it is plain that the Apoſtle never deſign'd to free the Gala- 
tions, or other Converts from obedience to a delegated Le- 
giiſlation, or from obedience to all humane Authority in the 

_ Church of Chriſt. (which is impoſſible as long as the Church is 

a Society of incorporated Chriftians) But from obedience to 
the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, abrogated by the ſame Au- 


thority, by which they were made, and render'd uſeleſs, by 


the Birth, DoQrine and Sufferings of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
For the publication of this Liberty, the Apoſtles call'd an 
Aſſembly at Jeruſalem, Acts 15. and St. Paul declares to the 
| Gallatians, Chap. 5. 2. Behold 1 Paul ſay to you, that if you be 
Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. But if St, Paul had 
deſign'd to have freed them from obedience to Rulers, he ne- 
ver would have ſent Rulers amongft them, nor have order'd. 
Titus 1. 5. to appoint, or orda in them in every City, nor would. 
he haven ſpoken of Hereſies and Schiſms, as Works of the 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 20. if ſeperation from all humane Authority, 
had been a work of the Spirit. Chr:/t, as onr only Lord, has 
given us one Rule of Faith (one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm) 
contain'd in the Serzptures, which alone have an znrrinfice 
Authority, to command our Aﬀent, and be alone can make 
that ent, a condition of Eternal Salvation. Ali leſſer 
Authorities in matters of Faith, have only ſuch extrinfick 
Motives to Aſſent, as are proper to each of them, which yet 
no good Chriftian would neglett or deſpiſe; ſince it is Cheat! 
providence, which has procur'd them for our Aſſiſtance. 
But if this Rule of Faith in the Scripture is ſo obſcure, That 
1 Ruler s of the Church muſt preſume to make any pefirive de- 
ciſon of it, for the. good oma of their eee; 
| CO OZ „ ecks 
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Plocks, neither can any private Perſon preſume to make any 


uſe of it, for the Government of his own underftanding, for 


it muſt be as unintelligible to him, as it is to his Spiritual 
Guides, ſinee neither are abſolute or infallible Interpreters, and 


Chriſt till his ſecond Appearance, ftands abſent at an equal 
diftance from both of them. And if in matters of Prattiſe, 
there is not light enough in the Scrzptures to direct a Ruler 
of any Denomination, to make ſuch Laws or Canons, as they 


are certain are agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt, but, © are 
© equally guilty whether their deciſions are agreeable to Chriſt's 
or no, (for preſuming to intrude upon the Authority of 


the ſole. Legiſlator of his Church) then neither can any pri- 


vate Man have light enough from Scripture, to be certain 


the Laws or Canons he diſobeys, are repugnant to the 


Word of God, which alone can juſtify his Diſobedience ; for 
it requires as much Knowledge to determine what is diſa- 
greeable, as what is agreeable to them. And if God bas x4 

5. 


pointed a Day wherein he will Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


by that Man whom be hath ordained, Acts 17. 31. he muſt judge 
them according to Laws which are perſpicuous and intelli- 
gible, or the Sentence paſs'd upon the diſobedient, muſt be 
an unjuſt and unmerciful Sentence, whereas Chrift ſays, 
Thus i the Conde mnation that Light is come into the World, and 
Men have loved Darkneſs rather than Light, John 3. 19. 7.c. 
(Error rather than Truth) which is a Cauſe juſt enough for 
their Condemnation. But if there is a want of Light in 
Chriſt's Law, by Chriſt's not interpoſing, to interpret bus own 
Laws, or convey infallibility to thoſe whoſe Office it is to In- 


terpret them to his People; no Man ought to ſuffer in this 


Life, (which is a Conſequence of his Doctrine, which the 
Biſhop owns almoſt in every Page of the Sermon, and in the 


Concluſion of his Anſwer to Dr. Snape) nor can he juſtly be 
puniſh'd in another. For no Man can be obliged to ſee 


But this will further appear from the ſaid page 11. where- 
in he gives this reaſon for a univerſal Liberty, © becauſe 
Chriſt has left no Vice-gerent who can be ſaid properly to 


« ſupply his Place, for then he argues in page 12. the 
© Church would be the Kingdom of thoſe Vice-gerents, and 


© not of Chriſt if they were intrufted with an abſolute 


old ones. 924 
Anſ. Vice: gerenq is no more than @ delegated Authority, pro- 


© Vice-gerent Authority, to make new Laws, or to interpret 


ceeding from, and altogether dependant on a Superior, from i 


whence 


N 
* 
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whence it receives all its Legiſlative or executive Powers; 
which are always commenſurate to its original delegation, 
and are neceſſary in the abſence of a Prince, travaeling 
into a far Country, or poſſeſſed of ſuch large Dominions, 
as are too far diſtant from the Seat of Empire, to be in- 
fluenc'd by it, without the aſſiſtance of ſubordinate Gover- 
nors, and are diffolved by the death of the ſuperior Monarch. 


For which reaſon Chriſt told Pilate, that if his Kingdom was 


of thu World, bis Diſciples would have fought for bim, Jobn 18. 


36. becauſe by his death, his Government had then been in- 
 tirely difſolved, for Vzce-gerents, are not Vice-gerents of the 


dead but of the Living. But Chriſt's Kingdom not being of 


ibis World, but ſeated in the Higheſt Heavens, where Chriſt 
fitteth on the right Hand of God, Inveſted with all Heavenly 
and Earthly Powers, his Subjects upon Earth muſt neceſſarily 


fall under the Condition of thoſe, whoſe Prince is travel'd 
into a far Country, and hath appointed ſuch a 7zce-gerency, as 


. ſeemed beſt to his own Wiſdom, to prevent that Anarchy and 


Confuſion, which would otherwiſe inevitably folow. For 
tho? the internal Government of the Heart, (that Kingdom. of 


God within us, Luk. 17. 21.) can be managed by none but 
Chriſt himſelf, yet the external Government of the Body and 
all viſible Actions, muſt be ſubjeR to a Vice gerency, or reputed 
as abdicated by him. 2x7 [3 23+ £ 


How therefore can the Biſhop ſay, that Chriſt has left no 


Vicegerent properly ſo called, becauſe he has left no one Vice- 


gerent with an Authority ſuperior or equal to his own. For 
that would be an Uſurpat:on, rather than a Vz:cegerency, ſuch 
as ſome Biſbops of Rome have challeng'd to themſelves, for 
the ſame Reaſon upon which the Biſbop grounds his Notion of 
Univerſal Liberty, vz. becauſe the Scriptures are unable to 
interpret themſelves. But ſo great Mar could not but under- 


and, that Plenitude of Power, is not eſſential to all Vice-ge- 
_ rency, but rather certainty of Commiſſion, bounding the V:ce- 


gerent- Authority, by the Will of the Donor, and parcelling it 


out into ſeveral Offices, according to his own good Pleaſure 


which is aſſerted by the Apoſtle, Eph, iv. 14. 12. when he 


ſays of Chriſt's Aſcention. That be gave ſome Apoſtles, and 


ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts and {ome Peſtors and Teachers 
12. For the perfect ing of the: Saints, for ile work of Miniſtiy, 


for the edifying of Body of the Chriſt, Whatever theſe Prophers 


or Evangeliſts were, no doubt but they were as diftinft in 
Office as in Name, and yet all given by Chriſt to be his 


 Vicegerents in the Work of bis Miniſtry, and might every onc have 


F 2 been 
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been properly fo call'd, tho* not one of them pretended to an 
abſolute unlimited Authority as the Biſhops of Rome do, over all 
the other, and when the Apoſtles ſeperated Men to the Work 


of the Mzniſtry, by Prayer and impoſition of Hands, either ſuch 
Perſons were to Act in their own Name, or in the Name of the 


Bleſſed Jeſus, if they acted in their - Name, ſuch Ordina- 
tion was a trifling nullity, for they might have done the ſame 


things without Ordination, and if they afed in the Name of 
2he Bleſſed Feſus, (as the Apoſtles were commanded to Baptize 


all Nations in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt) then they were the Vice-gerents of Chriſt in thoſe Acts, 


which they were commiſſion'd to do by Virtue of that Or- 


dination, and if legal Succeſſion can be broken in any one 


point of the Line, it may as well he broken in all, (except- 
ing ſome few Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, to which all Poſetzve 
Inſtitutions muſt give Place,) and if the Perſons ſo ordain'd, 


were not the Vz:cegerents of Chriſt in publiſhing the Goſpel, 


no Man (for how ſhould they preach unleſs they were ſent, and be 
that beareth you heareth me, Rom. 10. 15. ) could be juſtly 
puniſh'd for Infidelity, for not liftning to thoſe who came 


in their own Name, and not in the Name of the Bleſſed Feſus, 


And if it be Cbriſt who gives the Spiritual Grace, to the 
_ outward Elements of Bread and Wine, how can they be efteem- 
ed leſs than his Vice-cerents, who rightly and duly admini- 

er that Holy Sacrament to his People. 


= 


If the Power of the Keys of the Kinzdom of Heaven, were 
* only to the Apoſtles, excluſively of Succeſſors ordain'd 


y them, the Church, which Chriſt promiſed to build upon 4 
Rock, would have been (like the infancy of Rome) Res unine 


lat, and the Vicegerency been turn'd into Anarchy, or rather 


into a univerſal Licentiouſneſs of Belief and Manners. I 
I ſhould not have wonder'd at a Papiſt, affirming that an un- 
limited Vice-gerency was neceſſary, (by Reaſon of Cłriſt's ſeem- 


ing abſence) with power to make and aboliſh Laws, and Rules 


of Faith at Pleaſure, for the general Peace and unity of Man- 


kind; hecauſe they are not aſhamed to deny the Scriptures, 


to he a perſpicuous and plenary Rule of Faith and Manners. 
But it is ſurprizing to ſee a Proteftant Biſhop, building up a 


_ Unzverſal impunity, or, (if you pleaſe) Lzberty, upon the ſame 


foundation, on which the Papiſts erett a Monarchy, to enſlave 


the underſtandings of all Mankind. For if the Clergy of our 
own Church, are not properly call'd God's V:ce-gerents, be- 
_ cauſe they are neither infallible in underftanding nor ſupreme 


in Power, and the Scrzptures are variouſiy interpreted, then 


L451 
we muſt either go to Rome to find a proper Vrice-gerent, of 
patch up a Legiſlature, and an infallibility out of a Combina- 
tion of private Spirits, as the Romans do in the Council of 
Trent, or give it to every individual Chriſtian, or remain with- 
out Light, without Law, and without Government, till 


| Chriſt's ſecond Appearance to Judgment, when we ſhall have 


tion of new conditions 0 


- 


no farther need of any of them, | 
If by Law, the Biſhop will ſay he only means, the preſcrip- 
f Salvation, and arbitrary Interpretations 
of old Striptures, which Chriſ has given to no Vice-gerents, we 
anſwer, his V:ce-gerents upon Earth, (one Pretender excepted) 
either claim any ſuch Power, nor is it neceſſary for them 
to have it. The framing Canons to determine the particu- 
lar Times, Forms, and Manner of publick Worſhip, is but an 
old Law of Chriſt's Apoſtles (obey thoſe who are ſet over you in 


| zhe Tord. Heh. 11.) particulariz'd into different Acts of one 
and the fame Authority, Obedience unto which in all things 


lawful is made a cordition of eternal Salvation, by Chr:# 

himſelf, and not by his Vice-gerentzs. For the ſame lights of 
Reaſon and Scripture, which are ſufficient to direct a private 
Man in the Meaſures of his Obedience to Government, is 
able to direct the Governor in making ſuch Laws as are con- 
ſiſtent with that Duty he owes to a ſuperior Power. For it 
is at the Peril of the Vicegerent if he exceeds the bounds of 
his Commiſſion, and it is at the Peril of the Private Man, if 


| he denies Obedience when he lawfully may pay it. For though 


Chriſt has not given the Power of Saving and Damning, into the 


| Hands of any Vice-gerent whatſoever, yet the Power of re- 
moving icandalous Perfons from the Communion, and He- 


reticks, and Schiſmaticks from the Miniftry, implies 2 dele- 
gated Authority, which never was denied by any, but the 


Author of the Rights, and one of our modern Biſhops, who is 


pleaſed farther to ſay, (leaſt we ſhould miſtake his meaning) 
that Cbriſt bas left no Judge over the Conſciences or Religion of 


| bis People, &c. 


To judge, in the Philoſophic Stile, # 10 join or disjoin Ileas, 


that is, to affirm or deny. In the Language of the Lawyers, it 


is the pronunciation of a Sentence, agreeable to ſome preceeding 


| Law. For Legiſlation and Judgment, are diſtin Ideas, which 
 \ſome too careleſly confovnd together. In the language of the 


Schools, it is 10 determine the truth or falſbood of any doubrful 
propofitzon, ſo as to lay an Obligation upon all the faithful, io bee 
eve the deciſion to be true, as coming from bis own Authority. 


In 
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In the firſt ſenſe, every Man is a Judge, and muſt be a Judge, 
whether he will or no; our underſtandings being Paſſive, 
and rather ſuſceptive of Evidence than Produftive of it. In 
the ſecond Senſe,' no Man can be @ Judge, who is not com- 
miſſion'd by a ſuperior Power, who will give ftrength to the | 
Tam, and Juftice to the Sentence pronounced according to it. 
And in the Third Senſe, no Man can be judge at all, for as 
much as our Faith is not founded upon the Teſtimony of Man, 
but of the living God. In the firſt inſtance, if a Man judges 
falſly, he injures himſelf, in the ſecond, Thoſe who come be. 
fore his Tribunal, in the third, All thoſe who are ſo fool- 
iſh as to depend upon him, Private Judgment is by Nature 
exempted from all external Compulſion by Rewards and 
Puniſhments, but it is ſubiected by God and Nature to all the 
intrinſic Evidence, which is in the Nature of things them- 
ſelves, ſo that a Man cannot be forced to believe that to be 
true, which he knows to be falſe, but he may fall under a 
neceſſity of giving an Aﬀent to ſelf evident Propoſitions, and | 
Truths plainly revealed, and of ſuffering for bearing witneſs 
td the Truth, or he may be juſtly puniſk'd for profeſſing 
dangerous Errors, becauſe the private Fudgment of the Ma- 
giſtrate, has as much liberty to Judge what is conducive to 
the publick Good, as the other has to determine what is for 
private Advantage. And therefore Chriſt's Sole Legiſlation 
in bis Kingdom, cannot exempt his Subjects on Earth, from 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Authority, becauſe both Civil and Eccle- | 
ftaftical Governors, are under the fame coaftion of Evidence, 
to determine what is conſiftent with the Publick ſafety of 

the ſtate, and the honour of Religion, with which both are 
_ antrufted, as a private Man is of judging, what is conducive to 

His own Salvation. If Cbriſt did commit to Goverxors com- 
miſſion'd by him, the Power of excommunicating Hereticks 
and ſcandalous Chriſtians, they are under the ſame coadt ion 
of Private Fudgment to make Laws which ſhall puniſh none 
but thoſe who are guilty of theſe Crimes, with ſuch Sanctions 
aàs are in their Power, as thoſe private Men can be to reſiſt 
them, who are perſwaded in their Conſciences that Chri# 
never gave any ſuch Powers to his Church. From whence 
it does not follow, that the Judgment of the Private Man 
ſhould he free from all reftraint of Law, (a Conſequence of 
the-Biſhoy's Doctrine own'd by himſelf 44 p. of his Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape.) For then the Conſcience or private Judgment of 
the Lawgiver would be neceſſitated to Sin, either in gir- 
ing 4 Law to thoſe to whom he ought not to give it, 
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or in not giving a Law, when Chriſt, by his Apoſtles, bas given 


Powers into his Hands, to preſerve the dignity of the Chris 


ftian Religion, by wholſome Laws and Conſtitutions. Chrif 
therefore is not the ſole Lawgzver, tho' he alone can fave 
or damn, if he has committed Sanctions of a leſſer Nature to 


his Miniſters, with a Command to uſe them to his Honour 


and Glory: Or if they are inveſted with any Power ſo to 


determine the indifferent Actions of humane Life, into ne- 


ceſſary, for directing the Devotions of private Perſons. 

Julg ment in the 2d Senſe, belongs only to them, who are 
commiſſioned to paſs Sentence according to a preceeding Law. 
Where there is no Law, or a Law that is not intelligible, there 


can be no Judge; but where there is a Law, there muſt be 


@ Judge, for no Law can be an executioner to its ſelf. If 
Chriſt therefore has left no Judges over the Conſciences, or Reli- 


gion of bis People, it muſt be Ci iminal in any Perſon to puniſh 
pretended Chriſtians for any Blaſphemy or Immorality, 
which they utter or ad, as a diate of their Conſcience, or 


an Article of their Religion; ſo that they muſt be remitted- 


the publication of Blaſphemy and Hereſy, were only hurt- 


This indeed would ſeem to be more reaſonable, if 


ful to the Profeſſprs of them, and not to the Church it ſelf, 


which never could be preſerv'd in any tolerable ſtate of Re- 


putation, if Chriſt had left in it no Power of Amputation. 


How loathſome would the Chriſtzan Religion have been to 
| all good Men, if the Gnaſtics, who made carnal impuri- 
ties a part of their devotion, had been admit- _ 


to the ſame Table with thoſe who were taught; one 
Judge. lrenem. | 
Heb. 13. 4- How could the Chriſtian F2ith have ſtood one 
hundredth parc ofa Century, if Men bai been permitted 


to come reeking hot from the Sacrifice of Devils to the 


Worſhip of the living God, becauſe to them it was a matter of 


brutiſh to think it Lawful, notwithſtanding the Apoſtle told 
them, they could not drinł of the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of 
Devils, i Cor. 10. 20. The fear of a future Fudgment alone, could 
never have prevented thoſe Scandals which would have extin- 


Sung” guiſh'd Chriſtzaniry in its very Cradle, if the primitive Biſhops 


had not thought themſelves commiſſion'd by Chriſt, to be Fudg- 
es of ſuch immorality, and enabled to deliver them to Satan, who 


ated them under a pretence of > 8 and a more than 


ordinary knowledge of the Living God. It was the diſci- 
pline of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, before Authoritative Bleſſings 


and 


Faith and of eternal Salvation p. 11. becauſe ſome were ſo 
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aul Curſes were turn'd into matters oi Ridicule, by thoſe inte | 
whoſe Hands they were committed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, | 


which preſerv'd the Unity and Peace of the Church, and di- 
vided it into thoſe Juriſdiftions, one of which is fallen to his 
Tord ſbips ſhare l 85 

But this Unity and Peace is fo far from pleaſing the Biſpop, 
that he calls it (p. 29. the Sleep and Lethargy of the Church, 
whereas it is rather a dream of his Lordfhips, to fancy there 
can be any laſting Peace or Unity without Diſcipline. For 
| If obedience to all EcclefiaFical Laws or Canons of Faith, was, 
(as he ſays) © a Submiſſion of our honefty and underftand- 


© ing in Caſes wherein we have a Right to ſee, and we think WW. 
© the Will of God is otherwiſe, * then the bonefy of our 


© AdJ:0ns would altogether depend upon our apprehenſions 
of it; whereas Honeſiy is ſo very ſtrongly ſeated in the very 
aptitude and mutual Relation of the things themſelves, that 
neither God nor Man, will ever put them aſander«. 
But it by Honeſiy the Biſhop means that ſingle Vertue of 
Sinceritiy, whereby we are taught a perfect agrecment be- 
tween the inward Sentiments of the Mind, and the external 


Words and Actions of our dayly Converſation ; the Profeſ- 


ſion of what we do not believe, or the Acting of what our 
Conſcience condemns, would be a plain forfeiture of all pre- 
tences to Common Honeſty, not to be excuſed by the fear of 

any Humane Penalty whatfoever. But this is not ſo much 


the ſubmiſſion of our Underſtandings, as the immoral conſent 
of the Vill, to act againſt the Diftates of our own Conſci- 


ences. For it is very reaſonable in Matters of Faith, we ſhould 


| ſubmit our finite Underſtandings, to the Dictates of an infinite 


Being, which is no more than to believe, that the Sn of 
God, who came down from Heaven, could better inform 
us of whatever concerns the Kingdom of Heaven, than we can 
inform our felves, who never were there. And tho? we owe a 
total Submiſſion of our Underſtanding to none but Gol, yet there 
is a kind of Submiſſion of Uulerſtanding to humane Authority, 
which is reaſonable in all doubtful Matters, which we are 
not able our ſelves to determine. It becomes us to have, 
in all our ſearches after Truth, a due regard to the con- 
current Teftimony of our Spiritual Guides, the judgment 
and Practice of the Antient Church, the Canons and Ar- 


ticles of our own, the Deciſions of General and FTrovincial 
| Councils, nay the opinion of any ſingle Perſon of Eminency in 


the Church, of whoſe Ability an 


Integrity we are fully 
perſuaded, 7 


1 * 
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| [Demonſtration cannot be had, rational Probability muſt ſuppl 
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Por tho all theſe will not amount to Certamnty, yet where 


its Place, and all Men not being qualified to ſearch 'for 
Truth in its proper Originals, muſt acquieſce in the right 
iſe of thoſe proper Mediums which providence has afforded 
o them. In Matters of Praſt ice, our Ignorance will not be 
a ſufficient Excuſe for Diſobedience to humane Laws, which 
ha ve in them any * * of intrinſick Goodneſs, for ſuppo- 
fing the Authority adds or detracts nothing from the real 


Vood from moral Evil, and the neglett of one Duty cannot 
xcuſe the breach of ano tern. Mur eit 


| Local Juriſdiction is not founded upon any direct c i, , t 


ff Cbriſt, who gave general Powers to his Miniſters, which by 
Apoſtolical Practiſe, decrees of Synods, Favour of Princes, Conſent 
F the People, and unavoidable Neceſſities, fell under thoſe local 


but an Haſtitution of Cbriſt, a common Right of all Societies, 
jor confin'd to the Apoſtles, but by them tranſmitted to fallible 


" [Rulers, (for Titus was authoriz'd by St. Paul to Rebuke with all 


Authority Titus 13. where Rebuking muſt ſignify the uſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, or the chiding of a private Man, which 
laſt is ridiculous. It was allways us'd in the primitive Church, 


| las neceſſary to prevent publick Offences, and fave the Souls of 


private Offenders, by ſhameing them into Repentance, and if 
it has been abus d by the mutual excommunications bf Chri- 
tiens of different denominations (as Papiſts thunder out ex- 


r \communicating Canons againft the Proreſteats, and 7rotes 


tants againft Papiſts) it does not follow that there is no force 
in it, becauſe in ſuch a-Caſe it affects only that Community, 
which is guilty of impoſing ſome)pernicious Error, or thoſe 

Members of it, who fall into Error by neglect or Malice. 

Truth and Innocence will protect the pious” Chriſtian againſt 
thoſe Authoritative Curſes, which may peirce the Soul of the 
obſtinate Offender ; but Thunder is not the leſs formidable, 
becauſe there are ſome Bodies which Naturaliſtt ſay, are not 

liable to its violent Penetration. The Excommunications of 
| whole Communities, make ſport indeed for Infidels to ſee 


ns VChurches throw Anathema's at one another, as Fools throw | 


; | Yoly'd in the ſame Galamity 9 the Guilty, It is not to 


Fire brands, bnt the Faithful will endeavour to preſerve 
themſelves free from Errors, occa ſioned by a ſtubborn diſ- 
obedience to their Spiritual Rulers, that they may not be in- 


| be 


goodneſs of the Lam, it is every Mans Duty to know moral 


„ Reſtridions, into which they are divided at this preſent Time. 
Authoritative Excommunication, was not a humane Inviutiba, 


4 
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be doubted, but that this Power was given at firſt, to every 
ſupreme Ruler of the Church, as a neceſſary means of Peace 
and order in it, but the Exerciſe of it was afterwards re- 
Arained to particular Diſtriſts for the following Reaſons. 
For it. Tho' the Apoſtles and ſome others, were both qua- 
lify'd and Commiſſion d to be Biſbops of the Univerſe; yet 
ell Minifters of Chrift were not ſo, and therefore confin'd to 
the Care of leſſer. diſtri#s, but with ample Powers to Rule in 
any part of the whole, if ſent to it. „ 
2. The Harveſt being great, and the number of the La. 

bourers few, it was neceſſary, that every Labourer ſhould have 


his Tust appointed to him, otherwiſe ſome part of Chris 


Vineyard, might bave been void of Culture to this very Day, 

For a work that is common to all, is in danger of not being 

very much regarded by any. 77. Tan Eo gy, 
23. Our Saviour having not like Moſes, given pofitrve Laws 
For all the circumſtantials of publick Worſhip, or the deter- 


mination of all external Acts of many Chriftian Graces, much} 


more of arbitrary Power was left to the diſcretion of a 


Chriſtian 725 5 than of a Jewiſh High Prieſt, and conſequent 
diſc 


Iy unity of diſcretionary. Government, cannot be well preſerved 
in thoſe Diſtrids, wherein more than one are permitted to 


 Minifters, was neceſſaryſin large Diftrits, and that Epiſco- 
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4. There being Duties to be perform'd, as well by 
People 10 their Paſtors, as by the Paſtors to the People 
been impoſſible td have perform'd them, as they ought to be, 
unleſs by this diftribution of particular Diſtriſts, to each in- 


dividual Paſor, the People had been taught to know their 


own Teachers. For whilſt the Church was ſerv'd by ite 


nerant Preachers, one ſaid he was of Paul, another of Apollo, 


another of Cephas, 1 Cor. 1.12. As if there had been as 
many Chrifts, as there were Preachers of the Chriftian Reli 
gion. But this diviſion was eaſily cur'd, by the Apoſf les 
- Alignment, of each D:#r:# to its proper Paſtors, and ſuch an 
Alignment was conducive to it. 3 3 


act with co-ordinate Powers, which ſhews ſubordination off 


pacy has a foundation in Reafon, antecedent to divine] 


; it had 


5. There is no doubt but the Apofles and their Succefſor| 


in this diſtribution of Provinces, aſſigned the Iargeſt Por tion 
to thoſe whom they thought moſt able to Rule them we 
which larger Prouinces falling afterwards into the hands 


leſs able Perfons, gave occaſion of. Offence to many, whereas 


it is not che /orgeneſs of 4 Juriſlition, but the Negligence 5 
* | "— 


151 1 
Irrabacity of the Ruler, which furniſhes the Common People 
with any juft Cauſe of Complaint. 
6. It is plain theſe Fur;/4::0ns at firſt, were no more than 
particular Tasks impos'd upon particular Men, which they were 
oblig'd to receive from the hands of the Apoſtles, tho with 
the peril of their Lives and Fortunes, this was one Cauſe 
that none but pious Chriftians had any Juriſdiſtion in the 
Primitive Chureh, for none but ſuch would undertake a Pro- 
vince, void of Riches, but full of Labour, and expogd to 
inceſſant Danger. . VJ 
7. It appears that theſe Rulers of Diſtriũts, were not Au- 
} #hor73ed to make new additions to the faith, but to publiſh: it as 
they receiv'd it from the Apoſt les, Gal. 1. S. and the Apoſtles 
as they receiv'd it from Chriſ and by Spirit, fo that Authora- 
zative Publication, was as antient as Chriſtian O0rdznationg 
(which without it had been a vain and needleſs Ceremony) 
but Autboratative emendation of the Faith, is a modern ;inven- 
tion, to corrupt and deftroy it.. be 
lication neceſſary, the Rulers of theſe reſpective Diſtricte, 
were obliged to contend earneſtly for this Faitb, once delivered 
0 the Saints, by rejecting the oppoſers of it from their Com» 
munion, who would not be convinc'd by ſound Reaſoning 
and expreſs Revelation, as St. Paul delivesed Hymenzus 
and Alexander to Satan, that they might learn not to Blaſphe ma 
1. Tim. 1. 2. fo that diſcipline in matters of Faith and good 
Manners, was as antient as the firſt publication ef the 
Goſpel. Nor can the excammunicating Powers be preſum'd 
to have been given only to the Apoſtles, (hecauſe guided by 
an infallible Spirit in the uſe of them) ſince certezny in hu- 
mane actions, is equivalent to Infallibiliy in ſupernatural 
Agents, and without this certazmy and this Power, there 
never could have been found out any external means of pre- 
ſerving the true Faith, free from Hereſy and Erro. 
th. The Laws of Chriſt, being given not only to the 
words and aſtions, but to the thoughts of Men, the two for- 
mer are ſubject to humane Juriſdiction, as well as to the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day. The Latter are reſerv'd intirely for 
the Judgment of Cbriſt bimſelf. For if evil Communications 
corrupt good Manners, and one evil Action gives encourage- 
ment to another, if Chriſt had left no Fudge of Scandal in 
his Church, he had not taken that care of the general good 
of Mankind, which became the dignity of the Son of God. 
St, Paul delivered the 8 Corinthian 19 Satan, "7 A 
— as 2 "4 


» 
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Sin of which the Gentiles themſelves were competent judges, 
(and therefore for modeſty Sake would not have it ſe mucb 
as named among ſi tbe m) 1 Cor. 5. 1. and ſhall we think that 
2 Chriſta Biſbop cannot paſs as true a Judgment, as a Pager. 
Phboloſopber, and that becauſe he does not know the Heart, 
he knows nothing of the immorality of the Action, or: the ill. 
effect its impunity (might have on others 

- Suppoſe the 7nceſtzous:' Corinthian had plead for bimſelf, 
that this Inceſt was to him a matter of Conſcience, and 
© eternal Salvation, that he thought it a work of Cbariiy to 
_ © he kim to his Fathers Widow, that Inceſt; was ſo far from | 
7 being a Breach: of the Law of Nature, that the World 
« coult never have been peopled, without Deſt in Adam's 
_ © Family, that there was no poſitzve Law of Chriſt, againſt the 
7 moſt intimate mixtures in the ſame Family, and that what 

_ © the Church call'd a Sin, was in bis opinion, a very virtuous and | 

© meritorious Action, will any Man ſay, that theſe: Ploay 
of Conſcience would have been ſufficient to excuſe this inc | 
uous Corzntbian, from the Cenſures of any Eccleſiaſtical Fudge, 
of Yeſs Autbority, than an Apoſtle, becauſe Chriſt bas left =o 
wdges (as the Biſhop ſaith) over the Conjciences or Religion of 
People? if it be ſaid, that this is a caſe of:;groſs Immorality, 
upon which any Man of. common Reaſon may ſafely. paſs 
a' Sentence; I anſwer that when the groſeſt Immoralities, are 
Cr taught as the neceſſary means of Salvation, as they were by the | 
_ Gnoſtics, they become part of the Religion of thoſe, who call 
_ themſelves by the Name of Chriſt's People, and if Chriſt has 
Jeft no Judges over the Conſciences or Religion of People, no 
Puniſhment can be inflicted upon them, by any Eccleſiaſt ical 
Authority whatſoever, tho* they ſhon'd mix thoſe carnal Im- 
purities even with the Sacrament of the Bedy and Blaod of their 
JJ Tn 1 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, that tho' Chriſt has left =o 

Judge of the Faith of bis People, yet he may have leſt Judges | 

of their Manners, becauſe we have more clear and diſtindt 

Ideas of morality, than we have of myfteries of Faith made 

known to us, by divine Revelation. I anſwer that if it be 
ttue, that (Heh. 11. 1.) Faith is the ſubſtance of things boped 

for, and the evidence of things not ſeen, we muſt either caſt 

away all certainty from the hope of future inv iſible Rewards, 

or Confeſs there is a certarnty in Faith, upon which all our 
hopes of a future State are moſt ſtrongly grounded. Now, 
if there be a certainty in matters of Faith, or pure Belietz 
then a Partial or total infediliy, may be as * by 
| | crip- 
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Scripture and Reaſon join'd together, as immoralities by Ren- 


ſon alone, and may be as ſufficient a Cauſe tor the Cenſures of | 


the Church, as the other may juſtify the Severity of the State; 
but if Cbriſt has left no certain Rule of Faith, nor no Judges 
over the Conſciences or Religion of bis People, then the Blaſphe : 
mers and Adorers of Chiſt, the deniers of the Reſurreſt ion, 


and the affirmers of it, thoſe-who helieve in the Holy Gboſt, 
and thoſe who ridicule the exiſtence of all Spiritual Sub- 
Nance, may fit down at the . ſame Table together, which 


would ſoon render the Chriftian Religion odious to all true 
Lovers of Order, or moral Honeſty. In the Apoſtles Time, 


 Philetus and Hymenzus, were delivered over 10 Satan, for ſay- 
ing the Reſurrection was puſt already, Whether they meant 
thereby, that Regeneration, which implys a death unto Sin, and 
a4 new birth unto Righteouſneſs, was the only Reſurration a 


Chriſtian was to expect, or that z-:zmortal Pleaſure to the 


Soul, without the Reſurre#;0n of the Body, was the only re- 
ward of a Chriſtian's Faith and Obedience, or that the Re- 
ſurrection of Cbriſt, which was then paſs'd, was no Argument 


for the Reſurrefion of thoſe who believed on bim, St. Paul 


calls it Blaſphemy, 1 Tim. 1. 20. and ſuch a Blaſpbemy as was 


to be corrected by a viſible Puniſhment of the Offenders, 


| tho Philetas and ymenæus were reckon'd amongft the num- 


ber of Chris People, as they were baptized Chriſtians, and 


3 their Doctrine of the Reſurrection by them propounded, as 


a diftate of their Conſcience, an Article of their Religion, 


and an Affair (to ſpeak in the Biſhop's Language) of eternal. 


Salvation. 


Nor can it he ſaid that ſuch Diſcipline was only a Branch 


of the Apoſtolical Office, and in their Perſons ſo extinguiſh'd, 


that it is not to be exerciſed by any ordinary Minifters of the 


 Gofpel, without Sacrilegious Uſurpation of a Kingdom, wheres 
in they have nothing to do, but fit ſtill as Spectators, but 


not Correctors, of the errors or immoralities of Chriſt's Sub- 
jects. For what was erroneous or blaſphemous in the Apoſtles 


Times, is Blaſphemous and Erroneus in our own; And the 
ſame neceſſity of preſerving the Church from Blaſphemy 


and Error, which obliged the Apoſtles to deliver Philetas and 


Ihmenæus to Satan, at the firft Preaching of the Goſpel, 


does till oblige thoſe who are.in Authority, to uſe that Au- 


tbority for the ſuppreſſion of Blaſphemy, Hereſy and Schiſm, 


for which it was uſed by the Apoſtles themſelves; they have 
ing received the fame Laws of Faith and Obedience from 
che Writings of the Apoſtles, (by which they may judge 2 
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Blaſphemy, Immorality and Error,) which the Apoſtles re- 
ceived from Chriſt, and the infpiration of his Holy Spirit. 
And tho* the Perſons who paſs the Sentence are fallible, yet 
the Rule is certain, and their Faculties capable of diſcern. 
Ing that Certainiy, which is therein, and themſelves liable to 
Condemnation, if they paſs an erroneous Sentence, which 
will not at the laſt Day, ſo much affect the State of the 
oppreſs'd Innocent, as it will their own. And tho' they 
don't ſec the Hearts of Men, yet they may ſee their Actions, 
and judge of the Tree by the Fruit. And tho' eternal Rewards 

and Puniſhments, are not in their power, but their Lord and 


Maſters, yet if excluſion from the Prayers and Sacraments, 


for ſcandalous Breaches of the divine Laws, or blaſphemous 
Doctrines, is committed to their care by Chriſt himſelf, and 
is to be eſteem'd a Puniſhment, rather than 'a Favour, tho' 
ſuch Breaches are made under a pretence of Conſcience, 
then Cbriſt has left ſome Judges upon Earth, who may paſs 
Sentence upon the Behaviour of his People, without exceeding 
the Bounds of their Commiſſion, or invading the lawful 
Privileges, of their Lord and King. For tho' knowing the 
Terrors of the Lord, we ought to difſwade Men from thoſe Er- 


rors or Vices, which may bring them to eternal Ruin, yet 


if thoſe Terrors do not prevail, becauſe they threaten 
Puniſhments which ſeem to be at a great diſtance from the 
offending Criminal, then thoſe preſent remedies onght to 
be try'd which are the general Priviledges of all Societies, 
for ejecting unworthy Members, and confirmed to the Chri- 
ftian Church by Chriſt himſelf, and uſed by his Apoſtles. 
And whether ſuch Deſcipline, has its deſired effect or no, 
upon the real Converſion of the Sinner, which is the Lau- 
dable end of all Church Diſcipline, it is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve every Chriftian Society in the unity of the Faith, Purity 
of Worſhip, and at leaft external decency of Behaviour, which 
the Apoſtle ftiles Providing things Honeft ( comley ) in the Eyes 


of all Men, Rom. 12. 17. If the Conſcience of the Enthu- 


ſiaſt, who is a divine Law to himſelf, was to be reftrain'd 
by no Earthly Judge, it might overturn all Laws, both Hu- 
mane and Divine, and transform the Faith once deliver'd to the 


Saints into Blaſphemy and Madneſs, And if the Conſerence | 


of the Libertine, who has preſerv'd the Knowledge of Moral 


Good and Evil, but by evil Cuftoms, loft the original Liber- 


ty of his Will, to chooſe one and avoid another, ſhould 
give him a Title to the Participation of all the external pri- 
vileges of Chriſt's Church, his unclean Practiſes * 
; __ defile 


351 


defile thoſe boly Myſteries, that the very name of a Holy 


Catholick Church, would be turn'd into a Subject for Banter 
and Ridicule, long before the ſecond Appearance of our 
Lord to Judgment. So much are we beholden to Eccleſi- 
aſtical Juriſdiftion, for preſerving the Honour of our moſt 
holy and ſacred Religion, free from the contamination of 
publick Scandal. ET _ 2 

But if any think ſtill, that all Judgment in this ſence is an 


invaſion 1 Chriſtian Liberty, let them conſider that Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Juriſdiction in its firſt Original, was of a larger extent, 


than it was in ſucceeding Ages, or than it is at preſent in the 
_ eftabliſh'd Church. For the Apoſtles themſelves, tho? inſpir'd 


by the HBoh Ghoſt, in the knowledge of all things neceſſary 
for the Eftabliſhment of a Chriftian Church, yet ia things 


of leſſer moment, they ated according to thoſe d:/cretional 
Rules of Reaſon, which was common to them with the reft 


of Mankind. This may be ſeen by the different Condu of 


St. Peter and St. Paul, towards the Jewiſb and Gentile Con- 


verts, in the great Controverſy of Circumciſion and the Cere- 


monial Law, and of St. Paul to his own more uſual PraZiſe 
in the Crrcumcifion of Timothy, and going up to Feruſalem 


to purify himſelf in the Temple, and the oppoſition he made 


to St. Peter, when he thought his compliances with the Jewiſp 
_ Converts, was prejudicial to that LZzberiy, wberewith Chriſt 
| bad made ibem free. Now in things not dilated by the 


Spirit, the Power aſſumed by the Apoſtles, was no more than 
an humane Power, and ſo far as it was diſcretional (or if you 


_ pleaſe to call it Arbitram) in them, ſo far it was communi- 


cable to the ordinary Miniſters of the Church, and aZually 


communicated by them, in that one Apoftolical Precept, 


Hebrews,. 13. Chap. 17. verſe, III Jed Tis , e Ef, 
x ureixs]s Be perſuaded by thoſe who Rule over you, and yield 
io them, not meerely in matters revealed by God, for there- 


in if an Angel from Heaven bad Preached any new Goſpel, he 


was to be treated not as a Meſſenger of God, but a Meſſenger of 
Satan, Gal. 1. 8. but in ſuch things, as muſt neceſſarily fall 


under the determination of humane Prudence, wherein the 
Reaſon. of the Ruler, was to be efteemed the publick Reaſon 


of the Church, to which every private Man was to ſubmit, 


. tho* he thought his own diſcretion greater than his Guides, 


and might therein perhaps not altogether think amiſs ; for 


ſince ſome Ats of publick Worſhip, were made neceſſary by 
cbriſ and his ApoFles, without any formal Determination of 
all the Cicumftances which muſt attend upon them, either 
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the Ads themſelves muſt be aboliſhed, or the determinati- 
on of Circumſtantials, be left to every Man's Diſcretion, 
or ſome publick Authority be aſſign'd to the Government of 
a publick Body, in the performance of one publick or rommon 
Att. The firſt is Impious, the ſecond is impratticable, the 
third is determined by the 4poF#le, and aſſign'd to the Rulers 
of their reſpective Churches, and the Reaſon given by the 
Apoſtle is, Becauſe they watch UTip Tav Ju 
for (or over your Souls) as Men who muſt give an account, that 
they might do it with Joy, and not with Grief. But with what 
Foy could theſe Rulers give an account of their People, if their Peo- 
ple had retus'd to join with them, in the publick Adminiftration 
of the Word and Sacraments, becauſe Chriſt had left 2d Judge 
upon Earth of an affair of Conſcience, or the Bebaviour of bis 


beloved People, or how was it poſſible to perform any + 


publick Ad, which was to be diretted by the diſagreeing 
Sentiments of a numerous Congregation ; or how could the 
diſcretion of every individual Chriftian, give a Divine Autbo- 
rity to any Law or Cuſtom, which came not immediately from 
Chriſt, - or from his holy Apoſtles, by the Inſpiration of bis 

Spirit. And yet St. Paul, (1 Cor, 11. 2.) commends 
the Corrinthians, for their keeping rde TeeaÞgeas thoſe. 
traditionary Ordinancies of the Apoſtle, which ſome of his 
hearers did oppoſe, as not given by Chriſt, but founded on _ 


the common Uſage of Mankind, ſuch as the praying of 1he Man 


or Woman, with a cover'd or uncover'd Head, muſt be eſteem'd 

to be; But if any Man contended tor or againft theſe Habits, 
from the want of a divine Command, to give Authority to 
either, the Apoſtle (v. 16.) gives no other Anſwer to ſuch 
lovers of Contention, Then that they had 20 ſuch Cuſtom, 
neither the Churches of God. Now Cuſtoms are but the reſults 

of humane Prudence, giving different Rules of Decency to 
different Countries, differen; Ages, and different Congregati- 
ons of Chriftians, belonging to one and the ſame Spiritual 
Head, many of which had their 0r7ginals from thoſe Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, who thought then Chriſt had given them An- 
thority, to be Judges of Decency and Expediency in thoſe Af. 
fairs of Conſcience, in which they wete not predetermin'd by 
Chriſt himſelf, or his Apoftles. Or ſuppoſe we grant, that 
whatſoever the Apoſtles ſaid, or ated in the Church, was 
ſaid, and done by the immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit; 
yet it never can be ſuppos'd, that T:mothy, and Titus, and all 
others ordained by the Apoſtles, had always thoſe Swperne- 
tural Aſſiſtances, and yet Timothy was Licens d to 8 diſcreti- 
onary 


11 
nary Ordination of Elders in every City, and obliged to the 
performance of ſuch publick Offices in the Church, as could 
not be perform'd by a Congregation, without making theim- 
ſelves Judges of the decency, and expediency of ſuch Circum- 


Fantials of public Worſhip, as are now ſuppos'd by our Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, to be Affairs of e and Matters of 
2 Salvation, elſe why do they ſeperate on that pre- 
— | nn og | 
And it is further remarkable, that the nearer you approach 
fo the Apoſtolical Times, the more you will find of diſcretionary 
Powers, in the ordinary Miniſters of the Church For it be- 
ing found by experience; that there could be no exact uni- 
2 of Worſhip in the different Congregations of Chri- 
ſtians, ſubject to the diſcretiouary Powers of different Minifters, 
(tho? all conſented in the ſame fundamental Rules of Faith 
and Manners) and that greater reſtraints of Liberty, might 
be laid on one Chriftian Church, then on. another, thoſe 


| who. were dedicated to the Work of the Miniftry, found out 


the expedient of meeting in Synods together, that all might 
walk, dun vavor by the ſame Rule, Phil. 3. 16. AS 
well in matters not determin'd by any expreſs Law of Chriſt, 
| as in thoſe already determin'd by it. Hence it unavoidably 
came to paſs, that the diſcretzonary Powers of every Biſhop, 
were much lefſened and abridged by Canons of their own 
making, in the eldeft Ages of the Church, however they 
might be extended, or corrupted by ſucceeding Councils, 
Hence it came to paſs that a Bzſbop in our Conftitution, is 
not a Fudge of all things not determined by the Laws of 
| Ghrift, as he was in the Primitive Times, but rather an Over- 
| ſeer or Executioner of humane Cannons, made in preceeding 
Aſſemblies; ſo that to complain of Tyranny in Governors, 
ſo fetter'd by Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, is the ſame 
as to reject all Authority in Synods, which muſt needs have 
been practiſed by ſingle Biſhops, in the moſt Primitive 
Times, if any publick Worſhip, or publick Adminiſtration of the 
Word and Sacraments, was ever prattiſed in them, which 
muſt needs be lawful, provided ſuch Governors alt according 
to ſettled Laws, and thoſe Laws or Cannons had nothing in 


them contrary to the Laws of God. For it is not to be ex- 


petted that any Reſults of humane Prudence, can be agree- 
able to the Humours, Intereſts, or Sentiments of every private 
Chriſtian, But it is abſolutely and Eternally neceſſary to the 
well being of a Chriſtian Church, that the Zumours, Intereſts, 
and Sentiments of private Chriſtians, ſhould give place to ſume 
common Authority, in thoſe Dutics, in which all are obliged, 
Lo act as one common Body, = -- But 


TE | 
Pit # a Chriftian is perſwaded, that Chriſt has leſt nd 
Fulges of Decency, or Expediency, in his Church, and that all 
W 0 pretend to he ſo, are Invalers and Uſurpers of Chriſt's 


Agon; he muſt then ſeperate himſelf from the mut1- 
on of aff Societies of Chriftians which now are, or ever halt 


be, intfie World, and betake himſelf to the Her merital Life, 
whieh Was (6 pleaſing to many of the Ancient Chriffians, 
at many, wonderful things are told of thoſe holy Men; 
its embraced that manner of living, about the fecond 
r SEV 3 . Bo 
P ; if Biſhop's Adions ought to be the beſt Comment 
gen his Words. 'Tho* he ſays Chriſt bas left no Ju ge be- 
kind gin, yet, bimfelf appearsas à Judge (by Proxy) of Moe 
rats H his confiſtery, of occoſional Expedzencies in the Houſe of | 
n vogation, of obſervation of the Rubrick in his Cathedral, of 
the abihtief of young Candidates for Orders in his Chappel, or 
_ ofhefg Place ot publick examination, And if his Lordſhip can 
_ appear as Judge in all thoſe reſpe&s, when Chriſt left no Cbm- 
mMfion for any ſuch Offer behind him, the World will be ready 
to demand the reaſon of ſuch ſeeming inconſiſtencies, and | 
it is the Duty uf his Zordſbzp and his Friends, to give it in- 
„ TT 7 
lf the Biſhop ſays, (as he does in effect in his Anſ. to Dr. 
Snape) that he acts as a Judge in thoſe, and the like Caſes, | 
by virtue of the Civil, or Eccleſiaſtital Laus of this Nation, | 
then he muſt grant that there are Civil, and Ecclefrtaſtical 
Lams in the Nation, which may authorize others to act as 
Judges, as well as Himſelf, in things not contrary to the Laws | 
of Chriſt, which is a moſt undoubted Truth; but then it | 
does inevitably follow, that Chrift is not the ſole Fudge of 
the Behaviour of his People, if ot%ers may be appointed by | 
the Authority of Church, or State, to paſs a judirzal Sentence 
upon their Adtious; and it alſo follows, that ſuch Officers, | 
who att as Judges of the Behaviour of Chriſtians, by virtue 
of a Commiſſion Fom the State, are therein Officers of the State; 


| whercas the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Biſhops, cla im- 


ed thcir Authority of Judging, not from Kings, and Princes, 
but from Chriſt himſelf, who made them Overſeers of his | 
Fock, and Nverſeers they could not be, wſthout ſome co- 
erceive Power, without which, thoſe who pretended to paſs \ 
any judicial Senzence whatſoever upon their fellow Subjects, 


ou ht to be treated rather as Spies, and Cjurpers, than as“ 


Biſhops or Rulers of a Chriſtian Church. For tho' ſuch Sen- 
*-nce exte 11ed no farther than the Suſpenſion or Deprivation of | 
Heretical Clergymen, yet it is 3s inconliſtept with G | 
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ſole Legiſlation in his own Kingdom, if Chriſt's Kingdom be of 
his World, as i t drew after it a more diſmal Conſeß beter. 
For it is as criminal to paſs Sentence of Condemhation to 
a ler Puniſhment. as to a greater, where a Man Math no 
Authority to paſs either And therefore if the 5 io 
think it lawful for him, as it certainly is, to proyounte Sen- 
tence of DPeprivation, or Suſpenſign on a Clergyman 9 his 

own Dioceſs, for Non-confotmity to the Litwsy, r Cakdps 
of the Eftabliſhed Church, tho* he pleads She a- 
11 them both, then he muſt allow it to be mälle faw- 
ful by the Command of Chrift, or of his Church, of df the 
Civil State, either of which will juftify the legit. bf pe 

Chriſtians being a Judge, Puniſher; or Cenſurer of "ie Bebavi- 
dur of anther, in the matter of Conſcience, of eHẽ Salug- 
ion, as Conformity or Non-Cynformity muſt be allowed to 

be, eſpecially to thoſe who think it ſ o. 
Nor is this any undue Exaltation of the Epifcepaf Fower, 

Din- 


fot it is no more than AI the Societies of Profs 
ters do challenge to themſelves. This appears fem a if 
Traft of the Lonflon Minifters publidel ta the Year 1846, 
| wherein they boldly chalenge a dint Right eg 
ment, not only to Claſſica! and Genera! Aſembliées, büt to 
their Parochial Elders, who ate to examine Al thefe d gre 
to be admitted to the Holy Sacrament, and to extlade (in 
conjunction with the Preaching Elder) thoſe Whom they 
judge to be groſly ignorant; that is, in effect, all thofe Who 
Live not the ſame Sentiments in matters of Region With | 
themſelves, tho* it might be the misfortune of fome of theſe 
excluded Members to be debarred from that heavenly Feaft, 
to which our Savior invites all his his Diſciples (Ytizh ye ull 
of this) becauſe they were a little wiſer than their N N 8 
Teachers. The like may be ſaid of all the Hiſſenters of 
different Denominations amongft us, (unleſs we except the 
Quakers) who paſs judicial Sentence, tho not of eternaf Dam- 
nation, upon the Members of their own refpeQive Con- 
gregations, and do not think themſelves Invaders of Chrilt”s 
Kingdom by it. Ts 1 
Mr. Hobbs, and the Author of the Rig bis, were aware of this 
Conſequence, and therefore levell'd their Brute Thunder bolis, 
as well againft Presbyterien, as Papal, and Epiſcopa! Powers, 
as knowing that if any of theſe were preſum'd to be given by 
Cpbriſt and his Apoſiles, the Chriſtian Religion could not be 
intirely aboliſhed, which was the real deſign of thoſe Writers, 
and therein they were Sincere. I will not charge this Blut 
D:fizn upon his Lordſhip, becauſe he is willing the Name of 
e re —— ——d4 Chriſta xs 
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Bot if a Chriftian is perſuaded, that Chriſt has leſt no 
Jule es of Decency, or Expeiiency, in his Church, and that all 
Io preterd to be ſo, are Invairs and Uſurpers of Chriſt's 
Kingdom; ; he muſt then ſeperate himſelf from the commun i- 
on of all Socizties of Chriſtians which now are, or ever ſhalt 
be, inthe World, and betake himſclf to the Hermerical Life, 
which was ſo pleafing to many of the Ancient Chriftians, 
that many. wonderful. things are told of thoſe holy Men, 
who emvraced that manner of living, about the ſecond 
Centur 
But. Te Ni ſbop's Actions ought to be the heſt comment 
upon his Words. Tho' he ſay- Chriſt bas left no Ju ge be- 
kind bim, yet, kimfelf appears as a Judge (by Proxy) of Mo- 
rals in his confiftory, of bc! Exnediencies in the Houſe of 
Convocation, of obſervaiion of the Rubrick in his Cathedral, of | 
the abilrries of young Candi ſaies for Orders in his Chappel, or 
other Place of publick examination, And if his Lordſhip can 
Appear as Judge in all thoſe reſpetis, when Chriſt left no com. 
mi fton for any ſuch Offer behind him, the World will be ready 
to demand the reaſon of ſuch ſeeming inconſiſtencies, and 
it is the Duty of his Lord ſbip and his Friends to give it in- 
tire Satistaction. 
If the Biſhup ſavs, (as he does in effect i in his Anſ. to Dr. 
S:25e) that he acts as a Judge in thoſe, and the like Caſes, 
by virtue of the Civil, or Fecleſiaſtital Laws of this Nation, 
then he muſt grant that there are Civil, and Eccleſtaſt ical 
Lams in the Nation, which may authorize others to act as 
Fulzes. 25 well as Himſ: If, in thirgs not contrary to the Laws | 
of Chriſt, which is a moſt undoubted Truth; but then it 
does inevitably follow, that C! rift is not the ſole Judge of 
the Behaviour of his People, if otfers may be appointed by | 
the Authority of Church, or State, to paſs a jud i Sentence | 
upon their Actious; and it alf follows, that ſuch Officers, 
who att as Julges of the Behaviour of Chriſtians, by virtue 
of a Commiſſion from the State, are therein Officers of the State; 
whereas the Apollies, and their Succeſſors the Bijhops, cla im- | 
ed thcir Anthority of Judging, not from Kings, and Princes, 
but from Chriſt himſelf, who made them Overſeers of his 
Fock, and 9verſeers they could not be, without ſome co- 
erceive Power, Without which, thoſe who pretended to paſs \ 
any Wudsctgl. nice whatſoever upon their felow Subjects, [ 
cu ht to be treated rather as Spies, and Ciurpers, than as 
Bijho D or Rubers oi a Chriſtian Church. For tho' ſuch Sen- 
-rice Exte ſed no farther than the Suſpenſion or Deprivarzon of 
Heretical Clergymen, yet if 3% 28 inconulent with ain 
Ms 
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fole Legiflaizon in his own Kingdum, if ChriſPs Kins4om be of 
hir World, as if it drew after it a more diſmal Cunicquerce. 
For it is as criminal to paſs Sentence of Condemnation :© 
a leſſer Punithment. as to a greater, where a Man hath no 


Authority to paſs either And therefore if the Biſhop do 
think n 1:wful for bim, as it certainly is, to pronounce Sen- 
tence of Peprivatiaon, or Suſpenſicn on a Clergyman of his 
own Dioceſo, for Non-conformity to the Liturgy, or Canbus 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church, tho' he pleads Cunitience a- 
gainſt them both, then he muſt allow it to be made lau- 


ful by the Command of Chrift, or of his Church, or of the 
Civil State, either of which will juſtify the legality of. oue 


Chriftians being a Judge, Puniſher, or Cenſurer of the Behav i- 


our of another, in the matter of Conſcience, or etrrnal Salva- 
ion, as Conformity or Non-Conformity muſt he allowed to 
. be, eſpecially to thoſe who think it fo. © :- © - 
Nor is this any undue Exaltation of the Epiſcqpal Power, 


for it is no more than All the Societies of Proteſſant Deſſen- 
This appears from a little 
Traft of the London Miniſters publiſhed in the Year 1545, 
wherein they boldly chalenge a divine Right of Goverie 
ment, not only to Claffical and Genera! Aſ-mblies, but to 
their Paroch:al Elders, who are to examine All thoſe who are 
to be admitted to the Holy Sacrament, and to exrlude (in 
conjunction with the Preaching Elder) thoſe whom, they 
judge to be groſly ignorant; that is, in effect, all thoſe Who 
have not the ſame Sentiments in matters of Religion with 
themſclves, tho* it might be the misfortune of ſome of theſe 


excluded Members to be debarred from that heavenly Feaſt, 


to which our Savior invites all his his Diſciples (DPrizh ye all 
of this) becauſe they were a little wiſer than their (pretenꝗdcd) 
Teachers. The like may be faid of all the Diſſenters of 
different Denominations amongſt us, (unleſs we except the 
Quakers) who paſs judictal Sentence, tho' not of eternal Dam- 
nation, upon the Members of their own refpeftive Con- 
gregations, and do not think themſelves Invaders of Chrilt's 
Kino lom by it. 


VMr. Hobbs, and the Author of the Rights, were aware of £1.13 


Conſequence, and theretore levell'd their rate Phunderogts, 
as well againſt Preslyterian, as Papal, and Epilcopa! Pore: i, 


as knowing that if anyof treſe were preſum'd to be given hy 


Cbriſt and his Apoflles, the Chriſtian Religion could not be 


intirely aboliſhed, which was the real dengn of πν⁹ſ.]ν e 


. 
and therein they were Smcere, I will not charge this 1 


Din upon his Lordſhip, becauſe he is willing the Name of 
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Chri#ians ſhould continue, provided Chriftians may be r- 
ftrained by x9 humane Laws in matters of Conſcience, and 

| lp no one have more Authority than another, to Judge, 
Cenſure, ar Puniſh, (p. 16.) the Servants of another Maler. 
And provided all Cui! and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiſtions be abo- 

Jliſked, and Chriſtianity be left as naked as when it was firft 

born into the Norld, and provided allways, p. 20th That 

no ſecular Powers preſume to alter, or change the Re- 
© wards, and Puniſhments, from Future, to Preſent, * or 
thoſe of the World to come, to thoſe of the World now in 

Poſſeſſion. For be ſays, © Chrift's Kingdom becomes an earth- | 

© ly Kingdom, when the Rewards are wordly Honours, 1 

* Poſts, Offices, Pomp, Attendance, and the Puniſhments, 

© are Priſons, Fines, Baniſhments, Gallies, or ſomething | 

© leſs of the ſame ſort.* The deſign. therefore which his 

Tordſbip owns, is the levelling all inequalities, either of ſeciu- | 

Jar or Eccleſiaſtical Powers in the Church of Chriſh, reducing | 

all Chriftians to the ſame Standard of a perfect exemption 

from all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Judges, and from all Penaltzes | 
or Cenſures, which either of them have been impower'd. to 

inflict, in all Cauſes that bave any relation to matters of Sal- 
vation; nay from any diſcaurage ments ariſing from want of 

Preferments in State, and thoſe Powers of doing good, or 

doing miſchief, which are the uſual Perquiſites of thoſe 

Exalted Places, ſo that according to this Scheme of Reli. | 

gion, the Church of Chriſt, is in his Abſence @ Kingdom in a 

perfect State of Anarchy, and abdication, wherein there is 

+ Law, becauſe no Judge to put the Law in execution; 10 

Fudge, becauſe the Monarch left behind him 20 Commiſſion, 

229 poſſebility of reſtraining its Subjects from hurting one 

another in this World, becauſe their Puniſhment is to be 

only in another, nor =o Authority to encourage them to well 
doing in this Life, becauſe the Collation of temporal Bene- 
fits, would deftroy the whole Nature of this ſpiritual Kin- 
dom, ard turn it into an earthly Dominion” 

But I wiſh the Biſbop had conſider'd, that if this was the 

ſtate of Chriſt's Church mititant here upon Earth, our Savior would 

not have been ſaid to have come, (Mat. 5. 17.) 10 fulfil the 

Law and the Prophets, that is, to make them more perfect, and 

bene ficial to mankind, than they were before, but rather to 

weaken, if not deſtroy, ſome part of their coercive Powers. 
For tho? natural Reaſon is ſufficient to inſtrutt Men, that the 
breach ef moral Duties may juſtly provoke the anger of God 
tor ever, as well as the performance of them intitles us to 
the eternal enjoyment of his Favour, yet God did not 2 
Men 


kb! 


* 


Men under this rsſtraint alone, but gave Power to Kings, 
and thoſe who are in Authority) under them, to uſe the Sword 
of humane Fuſtice, againſt the diſturbers of Property and the 

publick Peace, tho the Sword of Man is not ſo ſharp as the 
Sword of God, And when God had wrotea Law with his 
own Finger on Tables of Stone, tho' the Jews muſt needs 
know, that eternal Damnation might be juſtly expected by 
thoſe who broke the leaſt of thoſe Commandments, yet, as if 
that was no ſufficient SanAton, he that broke the Sabbath Day 
was to be put to Death, and he who Stole, was to reſtore ſeven- 
Fold, and he who ſhed Man's Blood, by Man was his Blood 10 be 
ſhed. And can we think that Chriſt, who was the expreſs 
Image of bis Fathers Glory, could expet that his Church could 
be ſecured from Hereſies, if Hereſies were to meet with no 

. Jeſſer negative” diſcourage ments, on this fide the Kingdom of 

| Darkneſs; or preſerved from ſtandalous inpieties, introduced 

into the Chriftian Religion, under the ſpecious Pretences 
of Chriſtian Liberty, and Goſpel Privileges conferr'd on God's 

Ele People, if none were authoriſed by him to remove the 

Teachers of ſuch Doctrines from their Miniſtry, or the 

Hearers of them from their Communion. All the Laws are 
weakned, when preſent Sanct ions, tho' leſſer in themſelves 


are taken away, and greater are left to that uncertainty, 


e which ſeems to attend upon whatſeever is Future. And tho“ 
i. - Chrift has given us as much Aſſurance of Eternal, as we can 
a | have of Temporal Puniſhments, yet for as much as they are 
s | placddata greater diftance from us, they make weaker im- 
9 \ preſfions upon our Senſes, than the latter are found to do. 
7, And if Chriſt's Subjeſts were never to be puniſh'd nor Cenſur d, 
e nor encourag A till the laſt Day, his Church would ſoon be an 
e | Ax ylum for the worſt of Criminals, a R-ceptacle for the moſt 
ll | furious of all Entbuſiafs, a Proteflion to all Herelical and Sthiſe 
bs. matical Teachers, a Nurſery for all Eypocriiical Pretenders, and 
'- the greaieſl Rendexvous of all Fatzous and Scditious Rebels, that 


ever yet appeared in the World. For if their Conſciences 

ditated Murther, Ch! iſt kaving left no viſible Fulge of the Cone 
ſciences of bis People, they muſt not be removed from the 
' wifivle Communion of the Church, whatever became of their 
Souls, at the laſt Day, or whatever the Civil Magiſtrate 
' might do to their Bodies; and if Enthuſiaſm ſhould incite 
|} them to fill the World with zew Lights and Propheczes; there 
is no Perſon upon Earth has more Authority than another, 
to compell them to put thoſe falſe L:zhts under a Buſnel, 
leaſt they would lead their Fellow Creatures into a bottom- 
1-{ Pit, becauſe whatever miſchief they do now, Chri# 1 

puni 
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puniſh them ſor it, at the day of Judgment. Nor are hoſe 
who are called the Riſbop's Prelates, or even Presbyters of the 
Church, authorized by Chriſt to remove from their Com- 
. munion, thoſe who deny the Divinity of the Son, or the Per- 
ſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, or iboſe who acknowledge both, 
for theſe are matters of Conſcaence and of eternal Saluation, of 
.awbich Chriſt is the ſole Judge. And as be alone knows the 
Hearts of his Subjects, the greateſt Hypocrite has the ſame 
Right to Chriſtian Communion, as the moſt: fincere Believer, 
_even after his Hypoctiſy, is as plainly diſcovered, as that of 
. Ananias and Saphyra, when they ljed to the Holy Ghoſt, 
For if Chriſt has left à Kingdom, wherein all the Subjects 
are equal in Power, whatever proviſion he has made for their 
Futase State, he has made but very little for their perſent Se- 
curity, againſt the Scandals of choſe enormous Crimes, which 
might be (and have been) committed under a pretenſe of 
| Conſcience and Religion. A little preſent Shame (if there was 


nothing more than that trouble in Excommunication) is fome= | 


times more prevalent in deterring a Sinner from the evil 


of his Wass, than an Eternity of Puniſhment plac'd at a | 


greater diftance, and tho' this proceeds from. the folly of 


Mankind, yet conſidering it is a general Folly, we adore E 


the Wiſdom of our Saviour, in appointing diſpenſers of 


leſſer Puniſhments in his Government on Earth, reſerving | 
the diſpenſation of the greater for himſelf. For a Kingdom, | 


wherein all Crimes are Capital, and no leſſer Puniſhments are 
left to the diſcretion of inferiour Officers, to prevent the 
reater, is to be reckoned amongſt the worſt of all civil Con- 
ſtitutions. If there be no Eccleſiaſtical Judges, there can be 
no Eccleſraſtical FuriſdiF:9ns, for Laws can neither make, nor 
execute themſelves; and Juriſdiction is nothing elſe but a | 
Power, either of making Laws, reftrained to ſome particu- 
lar Place, or of a putting ſome Laws in execution, by Com- 
miſſion from a higher Power: If Chriſt has left neither of 
theſe Spiritual Judges, in his Church, then indeed all Fccle- | 
ia ſtical Conſtitutions are to be aholiſhed, and every Chriſtian 
is to enjoy the privilege of Judging for himſelf, without any | 
Teftraint of humane Laws, forbidding Hereſies, Schiſm and | 
Flaſphemy, which are now reckoned amongſt the Eccleſiaſtical | 
-Bugbears of the preſent Age. £4 RE 
I could with difficulty enough be 


o 
+ : 


perſwaded, that a \ 


_ Chriſtian Biſhop ſhould aſſert ihe equality of all Chriftian | 
People, if he did not plainly affirm, p. 25. That n0 one of | 
_ Chriſt's Subjects is Law-grver and Judge over others in maiters | 
Telating to Salvation, and, that we muſt not frame dur E 

; Cbriſtis 
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other Bim exerciſing Ecrleſiaſtical Juriſdict ion, are uſurpers 


FF ³²˙ÜÜ¹ mmůq ð2ej 8 


69 1 


Chriſt's: Kingdom, from the Kingdom of this World (where. there 


is a ſubordittation of Judges, Magiſtrates, and Furiſditions) 
but from this eſſential Part of dt, that Chriſt is ſole King in 
bis own Kingdom, and therefore. if not only the Pope, but all 


of Cbriſt's Ogre, no Men are guilty of Scbiſm in revolting 
from any of their Antichriſtian Uſurpations, and conſes 


quently nothing is more true, than the concluſion of bis An- 


ſwer to Dr. Svape, p. 44+ viz. That no Man ought to ſuffer in bis 
common Rights for the ſake of any meer difference df opinion in 
Ra ig ion confilerett at ſuch; for if their be no Ruler, there can 


de no Schiſm, 'and if there be no Judges of Herefy; or Blaſphe- 
my, there can be no power in the Ervzl Magi ſtrate, or the Biſhops 


of the Churth tot puniſn Men for: thoſe Crimes, which never 
can appear till-the Day of Judgmeat. 5 


Nor can the Biſhop ſay, that herein he only denies, that 

_ abſolute unlimited Power of Judgment and Interpretation, which 

is challeng' d by the Church of Rome, for the denial of that 
exorbitant claim in @ Proteſtant, dbes not excuſe him from 


yietding: obedience to thoſe claims, which are juftly made 
according to the will of his Lord and Maſter; nor could 


any reaſon: be given, why Papiſts ſhould be liable to no Pe. 
naatties for erecting ſuch an abſolute Monarchy. in the Church 
of Chrift, but only for the ſame reaſon, viz. That Chridt bu 


left no Julge upon Earth, whether therein they do well or ill. 
I will not therefore diſpute with à Chri#izan Biſbon, con- 
cerning the equalrty of the Clergy or Lazety bf the Chriſtian 


Church, (that may be done in a larger diſcouſe with the 


Author of the Rights) but this I will ſay, that if there be a 
Superiority, thoſe who reſiſt that Superiority, may be cenſured 


by the Church, and lawfully puniſh'd by the Magiſtrate, tho“ 


Chriſt has left no infallible Judge beuind him, and where- 
as the Biſhop plainly eftabliſh&an Impunity to all call'd Here- 
ticks, or Schiſmatzicks, upon a divine Right, becauſe the Church 


of Chriſt is a viſille Kingdom, without a viſible head, and there- 
fore is ſo bountiful to the very Papiſts, as to deny their being 
excluded from Offices, upon account of mere Religion, hut 
© ſolely'sn the account of their avowing ſuch Principles, as 
© naturally and unavoidably deftroy the State, and there- 


fore (in p.43 of the Anſwer to Dr. Snape) lays, It is acknons 
ledged by the moſi ⁊ealous Churchmen, that a Ieſt founded upon 


' their Popsſh Principles conſidered as Political, might be found out, 


which mig bi be .@ truer Security. to the gftabliſh'd Church, then 1/6 


Preſent, and more agreeable io bumanity and Chriſtianity, 1 an- 


ſwer, that (whether theſe large Condeſcentions to the Ro- 
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mani ſis were obtained by the Interceſſion of Monſieur Pillo- 
niere or no) they quite overthrow the divine Right of Im- 

unity to all Chriſtians, which the Bzſhop endeavours to eſta- 

liſh upon this Text. For if the Papiſts may be excluded 


from Offices and other Privileges of Society, upon account of 


Principles prejudicial to the State, then the. State is Judge of 
what P. inciples are Prejudicial to itſelf, and confequently 
they ae Judges in Chriſt's: Kingdom, as the Biſhop calls the 
Church, in almoſt every Page 


ſole King, Eawgzver and Fudge to bis People has 


= Itis true the eternal Happineſs or Miſery of a Man, depends 
upon that Judgment, which Chrift ſhall paſs upon him at the 
laſt Day, but the Quiet, Peace, and: Safety of his preſent State, 
great meaſure in the hands of thoſe Governors or 
| Fudges, which Chr:/t has left in his Church, or thoſe Kings 


is ina 


and Prznces, whom God has placed over him in the State. 
For if our Savior declares his Kingdom is not of this World, 
then his Sub jeſts cannot be exempted by his Authority, from 


that ſubjection to Kings and Princes, which is due to them by 
the Cui Laws, of their reſpectivre Conſtitutions, And if 


he and his Apoſtles did appoint any ſucceſſion of Rulers in the 


Church, it is that appointment which is the true foundation of 


all Eccleſaſtical Furiſdiftion, whether it ſignifvs Legiſlation in 


the formation of Cannons, or the Execution of them in their 


reſpective Dijtrids, which Diſtrids being of humane Inſtitution, 
and adorn'd with ſeveral Orrzaments, Profits, and Dignities 
annexed to them by the ſecular Powers, have been the moſt 


immediate Cauſes, of theſe unhappy Diviſions which diftrat 
of Order are Divine, be- 


us at this very Day: For the Powers 
ing only Commiſſiuns from God to exerciſe ſuch Aﬀs of Govern- 
ment, as ate moſt for the Edifcation of his Church, but the Con- 
finement of theſe Pon ers to ſuch, and ſuch Places, the Emolu- 


ments thereto annexed, the aſſiſtances of the ſecular Arm there- 
with ſometimes conjoin'd, the deſignatzon of one Perſon rather 


than another equally commiſhon'd by God to a particular 


Station in the Church, being altogether from Men, (or for the 


moſt part have ſo cover'd the Spiritualitites of Turiſdiftion with 
Temporalities of a ſhining Nature, that it is not eaſy to di- 

ſtingnuiſh the one from the other, or the Inward Subſtance from 
the Outward Cloathing, that is the Divine from the bumane 
part of juriſdiction. ies „ 


Hence 


of his Sermon, And then 
they are the Judges of the like Principles of Anabapiiſts, 
Quakers, Fifib- Manarchy men, Cuieriſts, and other Sets of Chti- 
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Hence it was eaſy for the See of Rome, to transfer the great 
Honours paid to the 3zſhop of the firſt City in the World, 
into a Monarchy of a pretended Divine Erection, and the ex 
ecutrve Power into a Tegiſlatite, and Interpretation of the 
Laws of God into an authorztative Superiority, over the 
Laws both of God and Man, Hence on the other Hand, 
many of our Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſeeing the modern Epiſcopacy 
externally adorn'd with large Revenues, and bigb Titles of 
Worldly honour, are not able to diſcern thro? ſo thick a Co- 
vering, that divine Authority, which gave them the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, to let into the Miniſtry thoſe who are 
 Yworthy, and exclude the nnworthy from it, to inſpet the 
anners and Doctrine of the inferior Clergy, that the Church 
might receive no Damage from their Ignorance, or vici- 
ous Bebaviour, and by inflifting ſuch Cenſures as were in- 
flicted by the Apoſtles, for the emendation of corrupted Man- 
ners, preſerve the Church from the ſcandal of giving protect- 
ion to Infamous Sinners. Hence alſo the taking away of 
Temporal Revenues, Honours, and Dignities, and Prohibition to 
| Fexerciſe the -miſterial Function, in ſome particular Domini- 
lons, under the ſeverity of Temporal Penaliies, is eſtec med b 
[ſome as equivalent to a total deprivation of Ofice, and by ſ\me 
as a triſting Nullity, Hence alſo it is, that the ſtrife of 
Presbyters with their Biſbop for Government, took its fieſt 
Original; which never was heard of in the Church whilft Epiſ- 
copacy was poor, and liv'd upon Charity, confin'd to hard 
Labour, innumerable dangers, derifion of Infidels, treactery 
of falſe Brethren, careful Diſtribution of the goods of the 
Church to the Poor, and an exemplary Renunciation of afl 
the Pomps and Vanities of a wicked World. But when 
e grew rich and appeard in coftly attire, tho“ her divine 
Subſtance was always the ſame, ſhe found Presbyters who not 
only roſe up to ſtsip fer of whatſoever was bumanc, but w hat- 
ſos ver was divine in her rſt inſtitution, which 1 will not he 
ſo uncharitable as to impure altogether to Avarice, of Am- 
bition, hut to prejudice and error, not (uffering them to diſ- 
cern an Apgftclical inſtitution, from a humane invention, be- 
cauſe it appear'd not in the fuffering dreſs of the pri. 
mitive Times; but in the gayer Ornaments of jecular Riches. 
and Power; not conſideriug that neither weakneſs nor per 
are eſſential ad jundts, or neceſſary ſupports of a ſprrituel Govern - 
ment, but ſuch accidental Circumſtances, as are mutab e in 
their own nature, and ſometimes conducive to the proma- 
tion of true Picty, and — 7 Corrupion of of 
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and the Church of Chriſt muſt learn with St. Paul, both bow 18 


want, and bow 10 abound, and how to be contented with all | 


(Conditions. 


For I cannot agree with what the Biſbop ſays, (p. 19. 20.) 


that wherever temporal Rewards or uni ſſments are found, eithey 
an a great or ſmall degree, there is a change of a ne King · 
dom, imo a Kingdom of this World. {fee p. 21.) 


alteration from the Riches, or poverty of this Warld, than 


is received by a private Chriſtian, who, may retain his Inte- 
 grity towards God, as Job did, in either Condition; for af 
Churcb is but @ collective Body of many Chriſtians, profeſſing one 


Faith, and living under one Government of Chrift their Lord, 


and thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. And if privatef 


Cbriſtians have a promiſe from Cbriſt, that if they firſf ſeek 
the hy 71 of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, all other 

| things ſnould be added unto them, Mat. 6, 33. and his Apoſtle 
tells us, tnat Godlineſs is profitable for all things, having the pro- 
miles of this Life, and of the Life to come, then Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles were the great corrupters and changers of Chriſt's} 
R-ligion. For ſurely the promiſes of ibi Tife, are at leaſt] 
to be reckon'd amongſt what the Biſbop calls (p. 20.) the En- 


Lines of ibis World, whereby the Kingdom of this Mos Id takes place, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt is intirely ruin'd., But tho” we do 
not with Bellarmine make ie mporal felicity any more the note 


of a true Church, than it is @ note of a true Chriftian, yet it 


is a harmleſs adjunct, and where it is well us'd, a very pro- 


r encouragement for Learning, and Inſtrument of pro-! 
moting Charity to the poor, hoſpitality to ſtrangers, and} 


all choſe viſible Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are moſt 
ornamental to tne Chriftian Religion. For tho' the eſſence 
of Religion 1>.Vertue and Charity, yet, in her right Hand ma 


be Riches and Honours, which may no more deſtroy her Ef 


ſence than the Cloaths on a Man's Back, can deftroy the Pre 
perties of humane Nature. And as for the power of ibe ſecula 


Arm, it is no more an Engine of the Church militant, than it} 


is of the Church triumphant in Heaven. It is not command 
ed or directed by the Rulers of the Church; but by thoſ 


Kings or Princes, to whom it is given by God, for the pre 


 fervation ot their royal State and Dignity. - 
It is therefore difficult to underſtand, what the Biſbo 
means, by ſaying, Chriſts Kingdom is changed or corrupted þ 

Temporal Rewards or Puniſhments in her Power, they are 11 

gifts of the State, to which the Church in Temporals * ſu 
FF ject ion 
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jection. Would he have the Revenues taken quite awa; 
when himſelf confeſſes (42. p. of the Anſ. to Dr. Sape,) That, 
| Worldly encourage ments don't totally deſtroy all inward Pronciples 

of Religion; and I may ſay they deſtroy none but thoſe which 
| wete deftroy'd before their acceſſion Or would he have 
them equaly diftribured amongſt Chriſtians of all Perſwaſions, 
| (which approaches nearer to his Lordſhips Notions of univer- 
fal Indemnity) as a means to unite them in mutual Chari- 

But if this is his Tordfhips deſign, I would beg of him to 
endeavour to promote it by Arguments drawn from bumane 
Polzcy, and not from bis Text. A Commiſſioner of Trade mig ht 
| indeed inform his Prince how much ſach a Condutt would 
promote the Traffick of a Nation, a privy Counſelowr how far it 

would advance the Taxes, a Sollier how much it wonid in- 
creaſe the Lani and Naval Forces, a Forezzn Ambaſſador how 


greatly it would ſtrengthen a Foreign Alliante, But a Chriſti- 


an Riſpop can never convince him from ths Text, or any 
other in the Bible, that he is obliged to make any ſuch di- 
ſtribution, For then he who diſtributes equal encouragement 
to Men of oppoſite Principles in Religion, muſt be obliged to 
encourage thoſe who maintain falſe Principles as much as thoſe 
who maintain rhe true, which is abſurd in the higheft de- 
TV r 
7 if the ſupreme Civil Magiſtrate is obliged in Conſtiemte, 
to give equal Encouragement to thoſe who preach contradi- 
 Qtory rines, he muſt be as much obliged to propagate 
Falſbood, as to defend the Truth. Which is more than any 
Conſcientious Diſſenters will venture to affirm, wio, if the Te- 
giſlature were in their Hands, would appropriate the Publick 
Revenues of the Church to ſuch Divines as they efteemed moſt 
favourable to their own Opinions. | 
p. 20. If Ecclefiaſtical Revenues are of the Engines of this World 
which change the Kingdom of Chrift, which is not of this World, 


ith imo a Kingpom which is of thu World, then they ought to 


be taken from the Diſſenters, as well as from the Churchmen, 
that Chraft's Kingdom might be reftored to its Original In- 
ſtitution, which is a conſequence viſible to the molt ſteddy 
of his Lordſhips Friends, called Quakers, tho' not hitherto 
_ own'd hy the Biſbop himſelf. But then, as they have no ſet- 
led Miniſtry, ſo neither do they ſtand in need of any /erled 
Revenue. To ſupply which Defe&, they commit the teach- 
ing part to Men of Mcchanick Profeſſions, and to Women 
ol none at all, who, inftead * Recezving, would give Mony 
"Fa Sl 
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ko their Auditors to have ſo much Patience, as to hear them 
ſpeak, rathez than take St. Paul's Advice of being ſilent in 
, 2be Church, 1, Cor. 14. 34. F 5 
But thoſe Magiſtrates who acknowledge the neceſſity of a 
earned ani ſettled Miniſtry, muſt acknowledge the uſefulneſs 
of ſentled Revenues, notwithſtanding Church-Mony, as well as | 
Any other, is to purchaſe all the other. Our Bleſſed Savi- 
our contracted all the grandeur of the Roman Empire into 
the inſcription of one Roman-penny, for by that alone, Cægʒar 
paid his Armies, mann'd his Fleets, bribed his Senate, and 
Teconciled the old Patriots of Rome, to the Love of Impera- 
torial Bondage. But tho' Mony is the greateſt of all Wordly 
Eagines, the Philippians were. not afraid to miniſter once and 
gan, Phil. 4. 16. unto Sk. Paul's Neceſſity, when he way at 
Rome, nor St. Paul to receive it, without giving any part of | 
it to S, Magus, who was thought to be at Rowe about | 
that Time. Nor was St. Paul aſhamed to put the Corznthi- 
ans in mind of applying this great Engine of tbe Iorld, to the | 
ſupport of their ſpiritual Guides, and Teachers. Do ge not | 

_ - know (ſaith he) that they which miniſter about holy toings, liue 

of the Things of the Temple ? and they which wait at 1he Altar, 
are partakers with the Altar (even ſo hath the Lord ordained, 
2hat they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 

1 Cor, 9. 13. 14. If therefore it was the Will of Cbriſt, 
that the Spiritual, as well as Tenipora! Labourer, ſhould he | 
. eſteemed worthy of his Hire, they cannot own Chriſt to be the I. 
ſole Lawgiver to his Church, who, by any Laws of their, 
making, would either take away the ſettled Revenues of the | 
Church, or, admit of a promiſcuous Diſtribution thereof to the 
Preachers of Truth, and the Teachers of error. Nor are 
we afraid to tell the Legiſiators of all Nations, that if it be 

the Duty of @ Privatc Man, out of his ſmall Income, to contri- 
bute to the maintenance of his Spiritual Guide, it is much mote 
the Duty of thoſe who are inveſted with the ſupreme Power, 
out of the abundance of the Publick Stock, to adminifter to 
the maintenance of thoſe, by whom they are inſtrutted Zn the | 
Truth, rather than of rhoje who endeavour to lead them znio 
. „ 3 1 
Neither does it follow, that becauſe Mony is a Tempta- 


tion apt to byaſs the Judgment of Chriſtians in the choice 
of their Communion, therefore it ought to be difttibuted 
epually to Perſons of all Communions; for thoſe who will 
ſuffer themſelves to be Had by the Love of Mony, in 
Aſjairs of Conjcience aud eternal Salviion, are not fit Members 

| | Ci 


of any Communion whatſoever z and tho? they ſhould make 
as good a Choice as Judas did, when he was join'd in Fellow- 
ſhip with: Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles, the Love of this World 
will not be conſiſtent with the Love of God, ( any Man 
Tove the World, the Love of the Father is not in bim) and ſuch 
a Perſon would like Judas, periſh everlaſtingly, tho' he 

| ſhould chooſe, the pureſt Communion which ever was ſince 
JJ; T 
The Legal Revenues of a Church therefore, are not to be 
*taken away, or diſperſed about at Random, becauſe Men of 


covetous Deſires may be tempted by them to ſubſcribe to the 
Truth of Creeds and, Articles, which they do not believe, 


any more than the, Mraeliter were obliged to cut down all the 
Trees in their Country, becauſe ſome Idolatrous Perſons 
were thereby tempted to worſhip under every green Tree ; 
or than Gad was obliged to put out the Light of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, becauſe his People were ſometimes tempted 
by their ſplendour, to fall down and Worſhip al! the Hoſt of 
raves: And Covetoyineſs is as Idolatry in the Eyes of 
Enn * £5 p/n 
No Legiſtators therefore can ſatisfy their own Conſciences 
in the witholding or withdrawing a competent maintenance 
from their Clergy, and beftowing it on the Teachers in 
other: Communities, but upon ſome of the following ſup- 
/ 8 
Iſt. That the whole Chriſtian Religion is a Fable, and 
then it is no greater Matter which Se# enjoys them. But 
this I preſume is not the Bzſhop's Caſe, ' 
24%, That the Church which enjoys them, is either Erroneous 
in Fundamentals, or leſs Pure than the Members of other 
 Communions this was the Caſe of ibe Papiſts, and our ſirſt 
| Reformers. © 7 EXO e „ 
24ly, That all Chriftians are equal in Spiritual Powers, and 
that therefore the diſtinction hetween Clergy and Lazery, 
being Nominal, there is no need of a diſtin and real ma in- 
tenance; and this is the Cale of all guabers, and of ſome 
Diſtivles to the Author of the Rights of the Church. 5 
4 b %, That the State is Superior, to the Church, and there- 
fore the Revenues of the one, ought to be ſacrificed to the In- 
tereſts of the other, and this is.the Cale of all thoſe, who think 
there is demonſtration in Politicks, but none in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. 5 FFF 
Laſt iy, That it is poſſible for thoſe who beleive it is their 
Duty to ſubmit tbemſelves 19 cery Ordinance of Man for ” | 
Tr 8 | | Tor 4 


* 


Kingdom which is not of this World, to a Kingdom whic 


3 Fe 3 
Zords ſake, and thoſe who place their Religion in reſiſting 
every Ordinance of Man for the ſame Reaſon, to live 8 
ft 


and charitably with another, provided they were bot 
equally encourag'd by the Civil Magiſtrate. And this la 
xs the Cafe of ſome few charitable Perſons, who never read 
the Hiſtory of former Times, nor ever made any proper 
Reflections on their own. 5 3 
But that I may not be thoeght to charge the Biſbop with 
any Doctrines which are not his own, or to pervert the true 


- Senſe of his Words, in order to make Innocence appear Cri- 


minal, let us heat what the Biſbop farther ſays. 


Serm. p. 18. The Santtions of Chriſt's Laws are Rewards and 
| Puneſhments, But of what ſort? Not the Rewards of this World, 


not the Offices and Glories of this State, not the Pains of Priſons, 1 


Baniſhments Fines, or any leſſer or more moderate Penalties nay 
not of the much leſſer nepative Diſcourage ments that belong =. 
| bumane Society. He was. far from thinking that theſe could be 


In which Words I think we may find theſe following mi- 
Rakes, viz, oo rr 553 . 


Iſt. That the Biſhop ſuppoſes the Laws of Nations in mat- 


ters of Religion to give additional Sanſt ions to the Laws of 
Chriſt, and thereby deftroy his Kingdom. a EIS 
22h, That he ſuppoſes it Criminal in any, to make tbeſe 
udien Sanftions to the Laws of Chrift, becauſe the viſible 
Gburch Militant is Cbriſt's Kingdom on Earth. TS IM 
3dly, That he preſumes that the negative Diſcouragements 
of the At of uniformity, the Teſt Ad, and the Sthiſm Bill, (the 
chief defenſive Weapons our Church now wears) are additi- 
onel Sand ions to Chriſt's Laws, and always uſed and intend- 
ed as Inftruments of a Sinners Converſion, but not condu- 
2 » that end, by their own Nature, or the Inftitution of 
4tbly, Therefore that they are to be taken away, becauſe 
as he ſaith, (p. 20.) wherever they take Place, either in a great 
Degree, or @ ſmall, in that Place there is ſo far a N from 4 


World. And that wherever you bear of any of the Engines of this | 
World, whether of the greater, or leſſer ſort in qbat Place, ſo far 


Kingdom which is of this World. dae op 
But in reality thee is ſo great 4 Gulph fixed between 1he 
Kingdom of this World, and the Kingdom of Chriſt, that it is * 


is of thi 


| ghere is a Change from @ Kingdom which is not of ibis World, io @ * 


EN 


eaſy for Lazarus to paſs over to Dives, or Dives to paſs over 
to Lazarus, as for the Kingdom of Chriſt to be changed into a 
Temporal Kingdom. For tho' in a figurative Senſe, we ſhould 
call the viſibie Church on Earth, Chriſt's Kingdom, (tho' it is not 
named ſo in this Text, nor any other) yet ſince it confifts of 
Subjects, who are only Candidates for the Glory of being ad- 
mitted into bs Kingdom in another State, and chreatned 
with nothing leſs than eternal Damnation tor Diſobedience 
to their ſupreme Lord and Maſter, no Man can make addi- 
tional Sandtions to the Laws of Chrift, unleſs he can add 
length to Eternity, or make the Joys of Heaven more de- 
lightful, or the Pains of Hell more tormenting, than chriſt 
Himſelf hath already made them. As for thoſe little Tem- 
poralities call'd Encouragements, which the Biſhop ftiles the 
Glories of the World, or, thoſe Corporal Punsſhments which are 
in the Power of the Civil Magiftracy, they are fo far from 
being additional Sandtions to the Laws of Chrift, that the frf# 
can have no influence upon the choice of any in Religious 
Affairs, but upon the minds of wordly Wretches, and all true 
| Chriftians are commanded by Chrz/t not to have regard to 
the latter. Fear not them which kill the Body but bim which is 
able 10 deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, Mat. 10. 27. 28. St. 
Paul, and his Corinthians laboured under greater Diſcourage- 
ments in Temporal Affairs, than any Se@ of Chriſtians 
do in this prefent Age; yet he, tells them no Temptation 
bad bappened to them, 1 Cor. 10. 13. & vj ανν ,., but ſuch 
as is ſuitable to Humane Nature, and by the aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Spirit may be eafily overcome, and turn'd to the 


advantage of thoſe who are more than Conquerors thro* Chriſt 


our Lord. And the Chriftian Religion found greater En- 
couragers amongſt ſome of the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, than 
could eaſily be found in theſe latter Ages of the World. But 
will any Man, befides the Biſbop affirm, that all theſe Bene- 
factors to Chriftians, of any one Denomination, were intru- 
ders upon Chriſt's Kingdom, when Chriſt's Kingdom is in Heaven, 

or, that the Inperial EdiSs for the maintenance of a ſettled 
Miniftry, or the admiſſion of none but Chriftians to Places 
ot Truft in the Government, were additional San4:gns to the 
Laws of Chrift, when it is plain that Chriſt's Sauctions are too 
great to admit of addition from any earthly Powers; and 
Cbriſt's Laws, as diſtinguiſh'd from the Laws of Nature, and 

the Law given to the Jens are nothing elſe but the Conditions 
of eternal Salvation by Chriſt revealed to us, which noxe but 


1 


himſelf being able to give, none can be able to add nem 
Sand ions to them. | ; A 

And what is moſt conſiderable. is, that when any new 
Sandi ion is pretended to be added to the Laws of Chriſt, they 
then become the Laws of Men, for the Law is always thezrs 
by whom the Sandlion is made, Thus when it is ſaid by God, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, the Law is Divine, and the Pe- 
nalty is underſtood to be eternal Damnation. But if it be 
ſaid, If thou commit Adultery, thou ſbalt ſuffer Impriſonment, 
07, be put to Death; it immediately becomes @ Law of that 
Magiftracy, to whom the Power of Life and Death, is by 
the Providence of God committed, tho? it is called the Law 
of the Land. And tho* Chriſt threatned none of theſe Tem- 


poral Penalties to his Laws, it being below the dignity of the 
Son of God, to take the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate out of 
his Hands before his ſecond Appearance to judgment it 


does not follow he made it unlawful for the Magiſtrate to do 
it. Nay, it is evident from the Biſhop's. Text, that he ex- 


empted none of his Subjects from ſuch Penalties, becauſe he 
ſolemnly declared, that his Kingdom: is not of this World, and 
if it be not of this World, it cannot abridge the Legal Powers 


of any earthly Kingdom whatſoever. 


His ſecond ſuppoſition therefore muſt needs he erroneous, 


viz. That the viſible Church is Chriſt's Kingdom, in a proper 
ſenſe, which. excludes, or abridges the Powers of all Humane 


Leg:ſlation in it; ſince no Humane Legiſlation can deſtroy the 
ſupreme Legiſiation of Chriſt, unleſs it had in its Power the 


Collation of eternal Happineſs, or the Infliction of eternal 


Miſery. And if it be a Kingdom in a Figurative ſenſe, it 
does not follow, That it is unlawful to guard it by Humane 
Laws, againſt thoſe who would deftroy it, as other King 
doms are, for ſo all viſible Kingdoms are defended; And the 
viſible Church conſiſting of none but viſible Members, muſt have 
the ſame Right to be defended by vibe Means, as all other 
viſible Societies have. For if the free Profeſſion of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion may be defended by Fleets and Armies, which 


I preſume the Bzſhop will not deny, no Man having ſounded 


a ſhriller Trumpet to a Warlike Reſiſtance than my Lord of 
Bangor, I preſume that the Cannons and Muſquers of Fleets and 
Armies are the Engines of the Kingdoms of this Vorld. Now 


if theſe Infruments of War may be made ibe Defenders of our 
Faith, I can ſee no Reaſon why tbe leſs Bloody Engines of Teſis, 
and penal Laws, may not be made uſe of to the ſame Purpoſe, 


notwithſtanding neither of them were commanded by Chri# 


as 


131 
as the mediums of obtaining everlaſting Salvation; And 
if it is a ſuthcient Argument againſt the ule of all penal Lans 
even thoſe of the milde Nature, which include only the ne- 
gation of ſome common Privileges of humane Society, (as 
| zbe Biſhop ftiles all Places of Truft, and Profit, and Honour): 
| that they are not commanded by Chr:#, and therefore onght 
to be aboliſhed; The uſe of Arms for the defence of the Pra-. 
ꝛeſtant Religion muſt needs be more Criminal, fince Miliiary 
Force is of a ruder Nature than Civil Sanct ions and more ex- 
preſly reprehended by our ſupreme Legiflator. They. thap 
| Lake the Sword, ſball periſh with rhe Sword, Mat. 26, 52, and 
never in expreſs Words is commanded by him. IE TOY 
Perhaps his Lordſhip will ſay, as he, in effect does in hie 


| Anſwer (p. 32. 33.) to Dr. Snape, that we are to defend our 


Religion by tbe Sword, not as it is a means of everlaſting Sal- 
vation. but as the free profeſſion of it is @ civil Right, But 
if the civil Powers have nothing to do with the viſble Church, 
becauſe it is Cbriſt's Kingdom, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
give any civil Right to any of the Subjects of it. If they 
do give à Civil Right, then is Chriſt not the ſole Legiſlator in 
the Biſbops Senſe, ſo as to make it Criminal, to tence it in 
with Humane Laws and Conftitutions, EEG 

| If the viſible Church upon Earth is to be defended by no pe. 
nal Laws, even of the mildefi Nature, becauſe it is figurative - 
ly called Chris Kingdom, in which Appellation lieth the 
whole Force of the Biſhops Argument, then let him give his 


| Brethren leave to deduce, the Neceſſity, or at leaſt Legaliiy 


of bumane defenſive Laws, from other Figurative Appellations 


| of it in the holy Scripture, which may ſet the Balance even 


between bim and his ſeveral Opponents, For, 
_ ft, Chriſt's Church upon Earth is ſometimes called his Vine 
yard. Now, Vineyards are to be fenced by the art and in- 
duftry of the Owners, who do not make Fences of Flowers 
and Fruit-trees, but of Thorns and Bryars. 5 
2 ah, It is ſometimes called a City, (Civitas) or Civil Govern- 
mem, ſo St. Paul ſpeaking of the Gentiles being received in- 
to the Church of Chriſt, ſaith, ye are no more Strangers but 
fellow CITIZENS with the Saints, Eph. 2. 19. But al 


| Crvil Governments. according to the Kiſhop's own Doctrine, 


| may defend themſelves againſt all Oppoſers, even by 

| anilitary Force, and much more by Civil Conſtitutions, if they 
have a Right to the Privileges given them by Chrift, 
they have (according to him) a natural Right to defend 


them, : my 
| K = 24, 
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34, Sometimes it is called a Ciiy, as a Ciiy fignifies a Place 

filed with many Houſes for the Reception of great num- 
bers of Inhabitants.» And ſuch Cities are for the moſt part 
fenced in with Walls and Turrets, and defended with thoſe 
warlike Engines which we call Cannons, &c. 


_ qthly, Sometimes the vifivle Church of Cbriſt upon Earth, is | 
called his Spouſe, and we know that all Wives and Spouſes are | 
to be defended by the Swords of their reſpective Husbands. 


Th fight for their Wives and Children is the common Topick 
of all Commanders, whereby they were antiently accuſtom- 
ed to.ftir.up the Courage, and enflame the Paſſions of their 
reſpect ive Armies. V 5 
But indeed it is meer trifling with the Holy Scriptures, 
to pretend to deduce the true Nature and Canſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Church, from any one Figuratzue Appellation, 
when it hath ſo many, Which is the great defe 


larities from thence, *till he fixes a certain Idea upon the 


Word King, which raiſes different Ideas. in different Ages, in | 


different Nations, and in different Men of the ſame Nation. 
Sometimes it ſignifies @ Perſon choſen by the People, to be 
inveſted with all the Prerogatives of Sovereign Power. 


for he tells his Diſciples, that they bad not choſen bim, but be 
bad choſen them, Joh. 15. 16. It is plain Blaſpheniy to ſay 
Chriſt was choſen King by the Votes of bis People, when he claims 
the Sovereign Power as the Son of the living God. 
In fome Places it ſignifies @ Perſon inveſted with the Sole 
executive, but little or nothing of the legiſlative Powers of @ Na- 
tion. Which is the Idea of 4 King moft agreeable to the 


Sentiments of many of his Tordſbips Friends, and the Do- 


Arines of a Book which carries his Lordſhip's Name in the 


Front of it, called the Meaſures of Obedience to the Cruil 
Magiſtrate. But this Idea of Kingly Power can never prove 
the Supreme, or ſole Legiſlative Power of Chriſt, but rather his 


Sub jection, or Inferiority to the Body of his own People, or 
to Laws made by them. 55 

In ſome Places of the World, the Word King ſignifies 

& Perſon inveſted with all that Humane part of nn 

ition 


of the 
Biſhop's Sermon. Whereas that is to be learned not from a 
_ fengle Text, but from a judicious Collection, and impartial | 
Collation of all the Places of Scripture relating to that ime | 
portant Subject; but. never can be deduced from one Figura- | 
ive Appellation. For tho' the Biſhop thinks himſelf ſecure | 
in ſaying the Church is Chriſt's Kingdom, and Chriſt # the King 
of bis Church, yet bis Lordſhip can deduce none of his ſingu 


2 ᷣͤ ͤ : 


In this Senſe Chriſt cannot be ſaid to be King of bis Church, 
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dition which ever was in the Laity, or thoſe who are the Repre- 


ſentatives of their Civil Powers. Such as are the diſtribution 


of the World into different Diſtricts; the proportioning the 
maintenance to the Miniſters of Chrift acting in them; the 
giving liberty of Preaching the Goſpel, without any Dan- 


ger of Death, Fines, Impriſonments, or any other temporal 


Puniſhments; the Authority of keeping Courts, appoint- 


ing Officers, determining Cauſes which are ſuppoſed to have 
an Influence upon the external Government of the Church. All 


which, and the like As. of external Government, of which ihe 


Laity were ever capable, are transferable to a fingle Perſon, 


and how far they are actually transferred to the Kings of 


Great Britain, let the Civil Lawyers determine, for they are 
the Affairs of this World, which do not ſo immediately belong 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt, who ſent us to preach the glad Tid- 
_ _ gags of another Kingdom. F ä 
But ſince the firſt Birth of Chriſtianity, it never ſignified 
2 Perſon who had the Authority of aboliſhing any Order inlituted 


by Chrift himſelf, or that Spirit of bis, wbich led the Apoſtles into 
the Knowledge of all neceſſary Truth; for that is plainly: ſetting 


Kings above their God, as well as above therr reſpectiue Sub- 


jets and an Authoritative Diſſolution of that Obligation to 


Chriſt, to preach his Goſpel in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
| which is incumbent upon all who enter into Holy Orders, 

as it was upon St. Paul, when he ſaid, V be to me, if I pre ach 
not the Goſpel, tho' it was then contrary to the Laws of the 


Roman Empire. And they who pretend to diſſolve an Ohti- 


_ gation of the Miniſters of Chriſt to their Lord and Maſter, 
muſt never pretend to acknowledge him to be ſole King and 
Legiſlator in bis own Kingdom. The Roman Emperors, in whom 
was the Plenitude of all Civil Powers, might make the Preath- 


ing the Word, and Adminiſtrins the Sacraments as penal as they 


pleaſed, without going beyond the Bounds of their own 


Empire, but they could not make void the Obligation. of 


the Clergy to thoſe Religious Ads, without claiming an Au- 
thority ſuperior to that of Chriſt, whoſe Dignity is ra- 
ther leſſened than magnified, by calling him King of Kings, 


and Lord of Lords which are only figurative Expreſſions of 
a Power too large to be comprehended by humane under- 


ſtanding. 


But in Popiſb Countries it fignifies a Perſon who either never 


claimed any part of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiſtion, or by reſigned ile 
whole to the Roman Biſbop, as it is ſaid in the Revelatiun, that 
the Kings of the Earth gave their Power to the Beaſt. - 

K 3 fl 
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It is therefore wonderful to me that ſo great a Pretender 
to Demonſtration, as the Biſhop of Bangor, ſhould draw ſuch | 
Inferences from the Word King, as are directly contrary to 
the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, and no ways deducible 
from one figurative Expreſſion. For, (p. 22.) he ſays 
jon read nothing in his (that is Chriſt's) Doctrine about 
bis Kingdom, of taking in the Concerns of this World, and mix- 
Ang them with thoſe of Eternity. No Commands, that the Frowns 
an Diſcouragements of this preſent State, ſhould in any Caſe 
attend upon Conſcience and Religion, xc. No Orders for the | 
Lind and charitable Force of Penalties, or Capital Puniſhments, 15 
20 make Men think and chooſe arigbt, no calling upon the ſecular 
Arm, whenever the Magiſtrate ſhould become Chriſtian, to en- 
force his Do@rines, or to back his Spiritual Authoriyy. 
Io all which Ianſwer in the Biſhops own Words, (p. 22.) | 
vir. It was becauſe He knew the Nature of his own Kingdom or 
Church better than any ſince bis Time, and therefore left no 
Command to the civil Magiftrate how to behave himſelf in 
what the Biſhop calls Chriſt's Kingdom. RI 3 
Hie knew that bis Church upon Earth would conſiſt of ſome 
Perſons, who, by the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, would be able | 
to reſiſt all the Temptations of Force or Flattery, as the 
Biſhop calls all the Excouragements or Diſcouragements of the | 
State, and that the Conqueſt obtained by ſuch a Refiftance, | 
Would tend to the Advancement of their Reward in te 
Kingdom of Heaven. And therefore he left them in the 
Hands of heathen Perſecutors, as knowzng their light Aft ion 
here would work for them a more exceeding weight of Glory. 
He knew there would be other Members of his vsſble 
Church, who would only follow him for the Loaves, and 
would forſake him in times of Perſecution, unable to reſiſt 
its raging Fires. As he knew theſe were not his real Sul jects, 
it was as juft in him to leave them under the force and flat- 
ery of civil Government, as to leave them to the force of 
any other Temptations. And we might as well expect that 
God ſhould annihilate the Bodies of ſuch Hypocrites, 
| becauſe they have in- them the Seeds of all ungodly, | 
Lufts, or, take away all malignity from Satan, becauſe he 
is the Tempter of Mankind, as that he ſhould aboliſh the 
Power of Temvora! Rewards and Puniſhments in Magifttates, |} 
becauſe their Force and Flattery might be in after Ages, 
' temptations to hypocritical Profeſſors of Religion, or to 
an erroneous choice of the heft and pureſt Communions. 
And leſt any pretenders to Religion, ſhould expect * 
__ tection 
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teftion from Chriſt, as their King, he told them his Kings 
dom was not of this World. WO Tu f 

Chriſt knew that a great Number of his Subjects, in the latter 
Days, would be Enthuſiaſts, Men pretending to divine In- 
ſpiration, when thezr own Dreams, or Sug geflions of Satan, 
were the ſole Cauſes of thoſe Enthuſiaſtick Inſpirations. He 
knew no Spiritual Powers would be able to repreſs the 
Fury. of thoſe who thought the Fountain of all Spiritual 
Powers was in their own' Boſoms. If the civil Magiſtrate 


had no Power from God, to oppoſe. and ſuppreſs the madneſs 


of Chriſt's Subjects, by Temporal Puniſhments, the greateſt 
Monarchs in the World might be overturned by a few 
armed Enthuſiaſts, in ſpite of any Arguments that might be 


drawn from Scripture or from Reaſon ; but Chriſt gives no 


protection to ſuch Subjects: N 9 
Chrift knew hetter than any ſince his Time, how many 


calling themſelves Chriſtians would ſcoff at the Threats of 


eternal Puniſhments. For he has told us by his Apoſtle 


St. Peter, that there ſhould be Scoffers walking after their own 


Luſts, And ſaying, where is the promiſe of bu coming? for ſince 
the Fathers fell a ſleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the Creation, 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4 And if theſe 
Men were to be reftrained by 2 Temporal Penalties, how 


many evils upon the State, and how much Scandal might 
ſuch Nomenal Chriſtians bring upon his moſt Holy Religion? 


And if the Exemptions of the Clergy alone from the Juriſdiſtion 


of the ſecalar Powers, was the Cauſe of ſo many Murders, 


Felonies, and Robberies in the Reign of Henry II, as our 
Hiftorians report, how much more would the exe mption of all 
nominal Chriſtians, pretending Conſcience, contribute to 
Teaſons, Rebellions and Blood-ſhed in the World? Since 


there is no Wickedneſs ſo great, which has not heen at- 


tempted under the ſpecious Pretences of Conſcience and Re- 


Jigion. 


"Laſtly, Chriſt beſt knew under what Kings and Emperors 
his Church would ſubſiſt, til the end of all Things. If 


therefore it had not been his Will, that the Civil Powers 
| ſhould uſe force or Flattery in bis. Kingdom he would have 


forbidden both, under the penalty of eternal Damnation. 
But as he is therein altogether filent, it is high Preſump- 
tion in any of his Minnifters, to give Reſtraining Laws to 
Kings and Princes in his Name. ä | 5 

It is in vain for »7y Lord of Bangor to call Chriſt the ſole 
Zegiſlator in bis own Kingdom, prohibiting all ſerular Powers 


{ 56 ] 

It is therefore wonderful to me that ſo great a Pretender 
to Demonſtration, as the Biſhop of Bangor, ſhould draw ſuch 
Inferences from the Word King, as are directly contrary to 
the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, and no ways deducible 
from one figurative Expreſſion. For, (p. 22.) he ſays 
; you read nothing in his (that is Chriſt's) Doctrine about 
bis Kingdom, of taking in the Concerns of this World, and mix- 


ing them with thoſe of Fiernity. No Commands, that the Frowns | 
and Diſcouragements of this preſent State, ſhould in any Caſe 
_ attend upon Conſcience and Religion, KC. —— No Orders for the 
kind and charitable Force of Penalties, or Capital Puniſhments, | 


20 make Men think and chooſe arigbt, no calling upon the ſecular 
Arm, whenever the Magiſtrate ſhould become Chriſtian, to en- 
force his Dofrines, or to back his Spiritual Authority. 
| To all which Ianſwer in the Biſhops own Words, (p. 22.) 
77+ It was becauſe He knew the Nature of his own King dom or 
Church better than any ſince bis Time, and therefore left no 


Command to the civil Magiftrate how to behave himſelfin | | 


what the Biſhop calls Chriſt's Kingdom. 555 
- He knew that his Church upon Earth would conſiſt of ſome 
Perſons, who, by the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, would be able 
to reſiſt all the Temptations of Force or Flattery, as the 

Biſhop calls all the Encourage ments or Diſcouragements of the 
State, and that the Conqueſt obtained by ſuch a Refiſtance, 
Would tend to the Advancement of their Reward in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And therefore he left them in the 
Hands of heathen Perſecutors, as knowing their light Action 
here would work for them a more exceeding weight of Glory. 

le knew there would be other Members of his v7fble 


| Church, who would only follow him for the LZoaves, and | 


would forſake him in times of Perſecution, unable to reſiſt 
Its raging Fires. As he knew theſe were not his real Suljects, 
it was as juſt in him to leave them under the force and flat- 
zery of civil Government, as to leave them to rhe force of 
any other Temptations. And we might as well expect that 
God ſhould annihilate the Bodies of ſuch Hypocrites, 
becauſe they have in- them the Sceds of all ungodly 
Luuſts, or, take away all malignity from Satan, becauſe he 
is the Tempter of Mankind, as that he ſhould aboliſh the 
Power of Temvora! Rewards and Puniſhments in Magifitates, 
becauſe their Force and Flattery might be in after Ages, 
temptations to hypocritical Profeſſors of Religion, or to 
an erroneous choice of the beſt and pureſt Communions. 
And Icſ any pretenders to Religion, ſhould expect 1 
OE teciion 


E 


protection to ſuch Subjects: 


77 1 
teftion from Chriſt, as their King, he told them his King: 
dom was not of this World | 
Chriſt knew that a great Number of his Subjects, in the latter 


Days, would be Frthuſiaſts, Men pretending to divine In- 


ſpiration, when thezr own Dreams, or Sug gef ions of Satan, 
were the ſole Cauſes of thoſe Enthufiaſtick Inſpirations. He 
nem no Spiritual Powers would be able to repreſs the 


Fury of thoſe who thought the Fountain of all Spiritual 
Powers was in their own Boſoms. If the civil Magiſtrate 
| had 0 Power from God, to oppoſe. and ſuppreſs the madneſs 
of Chriſt's Subjects, by Temporal Puniſhments, the greateſt 
Monarchs in the World might be overturned by a few 
armed Enthuſiaſts, in ſpite of any Arguments that might be 


drawn from Scripture or from Reaſon; but Chrift gives no 


Chriſt knew hetter than any ſince his Time, how many 
calling themſelves Chriftians would ſcoff at the Threats of 


eternal Puniſhments. For he has told us by his Apoſtle 


St. Peter, that there ſhould be Scoffers walking after their own 


| Tuſts, And ſaying, where is the promiſe of bu coming? for ſince 
the Fathers fell a ſleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the Creation, 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4 And if theſe 


Men were to be reſtrained by 20 Temporal Penalties, how 


many evils upon the State, and how much Scandal might 


fuch Nominal Chriſtians bring upon his moſt Holy Religion? 


And if the Exemptions of the Cleray alone from the Furiſdif:on 


of the ſecular Powers, was the Cauſe of ſo many Murders, 
Felonies, and Robberies in the Reign of Henry IT, as our 
Hiftorians report, how much more would the excmprion of all 
nominal Chriſtians, pretending Conſcience, contribute to 
Teaſons, Rebellions and Blood-ſhed in the World ? Since 
there is no Wickedneſs ſo great, which has not been at- 


tempted under the ſpecious Pretences of Conſcience and Re- 


Iigion. b 1 > | 0 

Laſtly, Chriſt beſt knew under what Kings and Emperors 
his Church would ſubſiſt, till the end of all Things. If 
therefore it had not been his Will, that the Crvzl Powers 


| ſhould uſe force or Flattery in bis. Kingdom he would have 
forbidden both, under the penalty of eternal Damnation. 
But as he is therein altogether filent, it is high Preſumpe 


tion in any of his Minnifters, to give Reftraining Laws to 


| Kings and Princes in his Name. 


It is in vain for n Lord of Bangor to call Chrift the ſole 
Tegiſlator in bis own Kingdom, prohibiting all ſerular Powers 


1 
to meddle with it, when himſelf, without any Authority from 
Chrift, proclaims this Law to the World, and endeavours 
by this fophiſm of Kiugly Potrer, to render it as unlawful 
to encourage, as to puniſh any one Set of Chriſtians more than 
another, Whereas, our Saviour who beſt underftood the 
Nature of his own Kingdom, never preſcribed any Rules to 
Kings or Princes, how they ſhould behave themſelves towards 
the Subjects of his Church, as knowing no Temporal Force 
or Flattery could reach his Kingdom which was in Heaven. 

The Truth is, the Laws of Chriſt being thoſe Conditions 
eternal Salvation, which himſelf has publiſhed to the World, 
none are greater hruaders of his Kingdom, than thoſe who 
publiſh Conditions he never made, which is the Caſe of the 
Bangorians of this Nation, who would have Kings and Princes 
| believe it a damnable Sin, to make any penal, or encouraging 
| Statutes in matters of Religion, when Chrift has given no 
Command to prohibit them from doing it, (when they judge 
it is conducive to their own ſafety, the publick Peace, or the 


Advantages of that Religion, which they eſteem to be beſt.) For I 


fuch Laws, not being propoſed as Conditions of eternal Sal- 
vation, can be #o Ixtruſions upon the Kingly Office of Chrift 
their Saviour. 8 8 5 5 
And J affirm to his Tord ſbip without any heſitation, that 
jf we of the inferiour Clergy, ſhould perſuade our reſpective 
Congregations, That all Kings, Stazes, or Potentates upon 
Earth, who made any Laws in Matters of meer Religion, 
and Affairs of Salvation, did thereby change the Spiritual 
Kingdom of Chriſt into a Temporal Kingdom, we ſhould lay 
_ Gun-Powder under all the Thrones of Europe, for if this 
be ſinful, what Nation is there in the whole Earth, which, 
fince the firft Reception of Chriftianity, has not been there- 
in extremely Guilty? eſpecially thoſe who built Churches, 
and ſettled large Revenues, and gave higheft Marks of 
Eſteem to the Minifters of Chrifts blefſed Goſpel. and tho 
we ſhould make as many Solemn Proteftations as his Lord- 
ſhip in bis Anſwer to Dr. Snape, of our Loyalty to our own 
Prince, and aſſure him, that altho' we lay Gun-powder un- 
der his Throne, we have no Deſign nor Intention, to ſet 
Fire to it, and that we will prevent all others from doing 
the ſame; yet if all Subjects were perſuaded, that all Law-. 
amabers in Chriſtian Countries were the Deſtroyers of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, that little Spark of Fire might Aſcend the whole 
Magazine of ſuch Combuftible Matter, and turn the great 
Bulk of Civil Authority into Air, or nathing, as well in 
our own Nation, as in others. 1 Ve 
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Kingdom of Darkneſs, For many of them may be ſub» 
ſervient to the Kingdom of God; may be Branches of the 


Immutable Laus of humane Reaſon, which carry with them | 


' an Obligation antecedent to humane Legiſlation; may be 
neceſſary Fences againſt Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, and diaboli- 


cal Herefiesz and in ſhort, may be Parts of that Duty 


which Chriſt himſelf has enjoyned us, as Conditions of 


eternal Happineſs hereafter. Give unto Ceſar the things that 


ere Ceſars, and unto God the things that are Gods, 
And therefore the Convocation is not to be blamed, if th 


put the Biſbop in mind of that Reyal ſupremacy in Eccleſiaſtical 


Canſes, which the Laws of the Land aſſign to our Britiſh 
Kings, and the acknowledgment of which the Biſhop bimſelf 
| bas ſubſcribed. For tho bis Lordſhip in his Anſwer to the Com- 


mittee, profeſſes he does not underftand what it is, he muſt 


underſtand, whether he will or no, that it is ſomething, the 


acknowledgment of which, muſt overthrow all that bis Lords 


ip bas ſaid concerning the Powers of the civil MagiFracy in 
Affairs of Conſcience, and Matters of meer Religion. 55 


But as my Deſign is, not to render his Lordſhip Crimi- 


nal, but, to prevent thoſe Miftakes which may be very 
prejudicial both to the Salvation of Church-men and Diſſenters, 
I will proceed to a more accurate and impartial Review 


of his Anſwer 10 the Committee of the Convocation. And if I 


find 1 have charged him with any Doctrines he does not 
therein challenge as his own, or flow not neceſſarily from 
| his own Words, I will confeſs che Fault is in my ſelf, and 


beg Pardon of God and him for it; becauſe I drew not my 


Charge from the Commitee, nor the Writings of Dr. Sherlock, 
which I never Saw, but from the Suggeſtions of my own 
Reaſon. And I am ſo far from taking delight in diſcover- 
ing the Deficiences of ſo great a Man, that I would rathec 
imitate the Pzety of Shem and Japhet, in doing any thing, 
but going backward, to cover the Nakedneſs of 4 Spiritual 
Father, = 5 


IN 


We muſt indeed be ſo true to our Lord and Maſter, as t 


teach our reſpective Congregations, that none but Chrift * $ 
can give the Conditions of eternal Salvation, that our Obedi- 
ence to bis poſitzve Laws of Faith, Baptiſm, and the Lords-Supper, * 
. as well as to thoſe expreſs Commands, he has given for -* 
the regulation of our Thoughts and AﬀeRions, is the only 
way to the Kingdom of Heaven. But we muſt not teach, 


that all Obedience to the Laws of Men, is the Way to the 


. 

to meddle with it, when himſelf, without any Authority from 
Chrift, proclaims this Law to the World, and endeavours. 
by this ſophiſm of Kizgly Power, to render it as unlawful 
to encourage, as to puniſh any one Set of Chriſtians more than 
another, Whereas, our Saviour who beſt underftood the 
Nature of his own Kingdom, never preſcribed any Rules to 
Kings or Prances, how they ſhould behave themſelves towards 
the Subjects of his Church, as knowing no Temporal Force 
or Flattery could reach his Kingdom which was in Heaven. 

The Truth is, the Laws of Chriſt being thoſe Conditions of 
eternal Salvation, which himſelf has publiſhed to the World, 
none are greater Invaders of his Kingdom, than thoſe who 
Publiſh Conditions he never made, which is the Caſe of the 
Bangorians of this Nation, who would have Kings and Princes 
believe it a damnable Sin, to make any penal, or enrouraging 
| Statutes in matters of Religion, when Chriſt has given no 


Command to prohibit them from doing it, (when they judge 


it is conducive to their own ſafety, the publick Peace, or the 


Advantages of that Religion, which they eſteem to be beſt.) For 


ſuch Laws, not being propoſed as Conditions of eternal Sal- 
vation, can be #o Intruſions upon the Kingly Office of Chrift 
their Saviour. = FTC 

And J affirm to his Tord ſbip without any heſitation, that 
if we of the inferiour Clerg y, ſhould perſuade our reſpective 
Congregations, That all Kings, States, or Potentates upon 
Earth, who made any Laws in Matters of meer Religion, 
and Affairs of Salvation, did thereby change the Spir:tual 
Kingdom of Chriſt into a Temporal Kingdom, we ſhould lay 
 Gun-Powder under all the Thrones of Europe, for if this 
be ſinful, what Nation is there in the whole Earth, which, 
fince the firſt Reception of Chriſtianity, has not been there- 
in extremely Guilty? eſpecially thoſe who built Churches, 
and ſettled large Revenues, and gave higheft Marks of 
Efteem to the Miniſters of Chriſts bleſſed Goſpel. and tho“ 
we ſhould make as many Solemn Proteftations as his Lord- 


ſhip in bis Anſwer to Dr. Snape, of our Loyalty to our own 


Prince, and aſſure him, that altho' we lay Gun-powder un- 
der his Throne, we have no Deſign nor Intention, to ſet. 
Fire to it, and that we will prevent all others from doing 
the ſame; yet if all Subjects were perſuaded, that all Law- 
makers in Chriſtian Countries were the Deſtroyers of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, that little Spark of Fire might Aſcend the whole 
Magazine of ſuch Combuſtible Matter, and turn the great 
Bulk of Civil Authority into Air, or nathing, as well in 
our own Nation, as in others. ve 
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We muſt indeed be ſo true to our Lord and Maſter, as to 
teach our reſpective Congregations, that none but Chrift 
can give the Conditions of eternal Salvation, that our Obedi- 
ence to his poſetzve Laws of Faith, Bap:iſm, and the Lords-Supper, 
as well as to thoſe expreſs Commands, he has given for 
the regulation of our Thoughts and A ſtections, is the only 
way to the Kingdom of Heaven. But we muſt not teach, 
that all Obedience to the Laws of er, is the Way to the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. For many of them may be ſub» 
ſervient to the Kingdom of God; may be Branches of the 
Immutable Laws of humane Reaſon, which carry with them 
an Obligation antecedent to humane Legiſlation; may be 
neceſſary Fences againſt Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, and diaboli- 
cal Hereſies; and in ſhort, may be Parts of that Duty 
which Chriſt himſelf has enjoyned us, as Conditions of 
eternal Happineſs hereafter. Give unto Cæſar the things that 
ere Cæſars, and unto God the things that are Gods. ; 
And therefore the Convocation 15 not to be blamed, if they 

put the Biſhop in mind of that Royal ſupremacy in Eccleſaſtical 
Cauſes, which the Laws of the Land aſſign to our Britiſh 
Kings, and the acknowledgment of which the Biſhop himſelf 
bas ſubſcribed. For tho' his Lordſhip in his Anſwer to the cm- 
mittee, proſeſſes he does not underſtand what it is, he muft 
_ underſtand, whether he will or no, chat it is ſomething, the 

acknowledgment of which, muft overthrow all that his Lords 
hip bas ſaid concerning 1h: Powers of the civil Magiftracy in 
Affairs of Conſcience, and Matters of meer Religion. 
But as my Deſign is, not to render his Lordſhip Crimi- 
nal, hut, to prevent thoſe Miftakes which may be very 
- prejudicial both to the Salvation of Church-men and Diſſenters, 
1 will proceed to a more accurate and impartial Review 
of his Anſwer 10 the Commitice of the Convocation, And if I 
find I have charged him with ary Dodtrines he does not 
therein challenge as his own, or flow not neceflarily from 
his own Words, I will confeſs che Fault is in my ſelt, and 
beg Pardon of God and him for it; becauſe I drew not my 
Charge from the Commitee, nor tis Writings of Dr. Sherlock, 
which I never Saw, but from the S2ggeſtions of my own. 
Reaſon. And I am ſo far from taking delight in diſcaver- 
ing the Deficzences of ſo great a Man, that I would rather 
imitate the Pzety of Shem and Japhet, in doing any thing, 
but going backward, to cover tbe Nakereſs of 4 Spiritual 
Farber, 2 e 


INI 


